Justice in Action Chair
Robert Goodson
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
To continue to serve the Perkins community and to
continue to work justice for all which is the call of all
Christians
What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
I hope to raise awareness about issues of importance so that
we may continue to be in dialogue as a community about
the important social justice issues of our time.
How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
I believe it will assist me as I pursue ordination in the United Methodist Church, where as part of
our baptismal vow, we promise to "seek justice."

Social Life Chair
Emily Robnett
What is your reason for pursuing this
office?
I am interested in creating opportunities for
people to engage in meaningful community
and conversation and enriching the social life
here at Perkins. I am passionate about social
interaction and believe that we need more
opportunities to be in community with one
another. I have always enjoyed planning
events, from organizing responsibilities and
volunteers to designing decor and interactive activities.
What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
I hope to plan unique events that people will be excited to attend. I want to host events that
Perkins has never done before! Social interactions, especially in new and perhaps even
unconventional settings, can foster new friendships and bind us together as a community.
How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
Church is a social entity, and the skills and experience I develop in this office will be something
that I can apply to my future ministry. I believe that hospitality is one of the most important

assets of a ministry, as it creates a setting in which people can interact and relate with one
another.

Treasurer
Ailsa Odom
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
I've spent the last year as the Treasurer and would like to
continue working with the Exec. Committee as well as the
General Council. I've really enjoyed this past year and feel I
have a system and routine in place in regards to the duties of
the Treasurer. I would very much like to see it through another
year!
What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
I hope to continue to work with my peers and assist in making
financial decisions that better the Perkins body as a whole.
How will this position help you with your future
endeavors?
Overall this position is excellent for the sharpening of organizational, leadership, and team work
skills. It continues to challenge me and challenges me to want to achieve more, and participate in
my student community as often as possible.

Middle Year Representative
Ethan Gregory
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
I am pursuing this office for a couple of reasons. First, I
would like to be a bigger part of community and student life
here at Perkins. Second, in my first year as a student here at
Perkins, I feel this school has already given me so much in
terms of my theological education and in terms of growth in
my calling to serve God and the Church, and I would like to
give back in service to the Perkins community by being an
officer of PSA
What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
As a middle year rep, I hope to be a voice at the table for those of us in our middle years, and to
help meet the communal needs of my classmates through PSA.

How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
This position will help me continue to grow in my leadership abilities, so that when I become a
pastor my congregation will receive the best leadership from me possible.

Middle Year Representative
Myron Rhodes, Jr.
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
I wish to continue to serve the Perkins Community, and this
position allows me to be involved and accommodates my
commuter status. I very much enjoyed being a part of PSA as a
First Year Representative and want to remain in the
Representative capacity.
What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
To assist the VP in the merchandise sales/design and to be an active member of the PSA Council.
How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
Being in a leadership position as part of a team is good experience and preparation for committee
work in any field, whether it be volunteers in a local church or a group of pastors working on a
common project

Vice President
Trey Burns
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
Having served as Secretary this past year, I have an
appreciation for how the organization works, and want to
help it grow even more effective than it already is. I feel
like I have received so much from the Perkins community,
and I think this is a perfect way to give something back
What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
In addition to getting the Perkins community awesome merchandise, I'd hope to help make the
PSA more visible, as well as helping OIGs to coordinate between themselves so that events and
projects can have an even wider reach.

How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
Holding this position will of course give me valuable leadership experience, plus an lovely and
deep understanding of how bureaucracies function.

President
Sadie Brink
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
I am pursuing this office because I love the Perkins
student body and want to serve you all. I served as a First
Year Representative this past year and feel that I have
more to give.
What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
I hope to first and foremost represent y'all the student
body well. Over the past year, between working in the
Student Life office, attending classes, and being a part of
Seminary Singers I have had the pleasure of getting to
know a lot of my fellow students. I hope to be a President who any student feels that they can
come to with issues/concerns/ideas and feel as though they are actually being heard. In addition
to that I hope to represent the student body to the faculty/staff/and others with whom I will
interact with as President. I am an upbeat enthusiastic person who will take the responsibilities of
President seriously while doing whatever is in my power to make sure students are adequately
represented and having their needs met by our governing body.
How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
Being President will help prepare me to lead the many committees and meetings that will no
doubt be in my future as an Elder. I have experience doing this during my time as a ministry
intern at the UT Wesley Foundation but extra practice is always helpful. It will also give me
more experience being the representative for a large body of people. I represented campus
ministries one summer traveling around to different high school mission trips to encourage
college participation but once again, more experience is always better.

President
Dr. Lael C. Melville
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
It is not often that we can give back consistently in an
organized way. The opportunity to provide leadership in this
way is exciting. My hope is to continue to build on a
community that is already providing leadership, hope and
direction. My role in this office would be to promote
inclusion and the diversity of ideas through dynamic
leadership.
What do you hope to accomplish in with/this office
I enjoy thinking outside of the box. I would consider what the role of President of PSA has
accomplished in the past and then use that as a springboard to create greater opportunity.
How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
I am really not concerned about how this role is going to help me in my future. God has allowed
me to: teach at the University of Pennsylvania, maintain a private practice, work for the
department of corrections and serve my church in the capacity of counselor, children’s classroom
worker and speaker. I currently serve as Black Seminarian Association President (BSA) here at
Perkins. This year BSA has successfully facilitated: A bone marrow drive, two CHAPS, 2
chapel services, initiated a scholarship fund, just to name a few of our organizations
accomplishments during 2013-2014 academic year. I am a mother of 3 adult sons and a wife of
30 years. My question is what can I bring to this role, along with others, that will continue to
make us excited and proud to be Perkins Theological Seminary Students.

President
John F. Stephenson II
What is your reason for pursuing this office?
I have good people skills and strong leadership abilities. I
am a critical thinker with great listening skills. I work well
with others and an effective collaborator. I served as Vice
President of the PSA 2012-13 and loved my time in
leadership.

What do you hope to accomplish in/with this office?
I hope to help Perkins continue to be a great community. I hope to be an active listener in the
community and bring the concerns of the student body to the faculty and staff.
How will this position help you with your future endeavors?
As I mentioned, I served as the Vice President and have been serving as an associate pastor for
the past year. I have learned many ways of how to lead from the second chair. I think being the
President of PSA will help me grow in my leadership abilities and skills as I work with multiple
levels of people from students to faculty and staff to the deans of Perkins School of Theology. Working across
levels of hierarchy is beneficial to the work that will come later in the church.

