ADVANCED COURSE OF STUDY
Perkins School of Theology
Southern Methodist University
Dallas Texas
The purpose of the advanced studies program is to fulfill requirements for both
probationary and full membership in an annual conference (where an annual conference
permits a non-seminary route). The advanced studies are not a requisite for serving as a
local pastor or as an associate member. Educational credentials for local pastors comprise
the successful completion of the five-year basic program. Advanced studies are designed
for persons seeking probationary membership and commissioning toward ordained
ministry.
The Book of Discipline requires that local pastors seeking probationary
membership and commissioning complete 32 credit hours of graduate theological study
or its equivalent. Perkins’ advanced studies offer the equivalent courses. These courses
do not offer academic credit, but do offer credit toward attainment of the 32-hour
advanced program. Persons seeking academic credit may apply for admission to Perkins’
degree programs or as a non-degree student.
Advanced studies students are expected to be able to do satisfactory work at the
graduate-level of the seminary. All English advanced classes will be in the context of
Perkins Master of Divinity classes offered during the year. Classes generally offer the
equivalent of 1.5 or 3.0 credit hours each. For an application for advanced courses
contact Rebecca Payan at 214-768-2362 or rpayan@smu.edu.
Admissions Requirements
To be admitted into the Advanced Course of Study program at Perkins School of
Theology, the applicant must:
1. have completed the five-year Basic Course of Study program;
2. be under appointment by a bishop to a congregation; and
3. have completed 90 hours of undergraduate study or have a bachelor’s degree
from an accredited college, earning a 2.5/4.00 grade point average; and
4. have an official undergraduate or graduate transcript on file.
How to Enroll
Applications for enrollment are available in the Course of Study School office and on our
website at: http://www.smu.edu/Perkins/PublicPrograms/COSS/AdvancedCOSS.aspx.
Applications must be processed through your Annual Conference Local Pastor registrar
and your district superintendent. Applicants must also arrange for the receipt of official
transcripts of all previous college work before registration is permitted.
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How Much Will It Cost?
The registration fee for Advanced Classes in English in the Course of Study format is
$200 per course. Instructional costs are paid by Perkins School of Theology. Textbooks,

room and board are the responsibility of the students. Students may wish to check with
their Conference office regarding financial assistance.
Other Guidelines for the Advanced Course of Study
Courses selected by students should supplement, rather than duplicate, work done in the
basic five year Ministerial Course of Study and shall include both foundational and
functional studies appropriate to each candidate. Foundational courses include studies in
the areas of theology, church history, biblical study, or church in society. Functional
courses include advanced work in counseling, church administration, preaching or
teaching. No introductory level course can be accepted as part of the advanced
curriculum.
Courses taken in the advanced studies must include courses in United Methodist history,
doctrine and polity, as well as in evangelism. Each conference may have additional
requirements. Graduate studies not taken in a theological school, which parallel courses
offered for advanced studies, may be approved by the Division of Ordained Ministry to a
maximum of nine credit hours. One basic unit of Clinical Pastoral Education may be
recognized as the equivalent of six credit hours for advanced credit.
Process to enroll
1. Begin by viewing class schedule of seminary courses offered at Perkins School of
Theology:
http://www.smu.edu/Perkins/FacultyAcademics/AcademicServices.aspx
2. Contact professor teaching the course to ask permission to take the course as an
Advanced Course of Study School student.
3. Download and fill out application for Advanced Studies available on our website at:
http://www.smu.edu/Perkins/PublicPrograms/COSS/AdvancedCOSS.aspx.
4. Send application to District Superintendent and Local Pastor Registrar for signature
5. Attach permission from professor or acquire professor’s signature on application
6. Mail to Course of Study School office at P.O. Box 750133, Dallas, TX 75275-0133
Course of Study School students have a choice of their classes after seminary student
registration deadlines have passed. Therefore, you will not know if you are accepted into
the class until then. You may call the COS office to inquire about a course and we will
be happy to answer your questions as well as we can at rpayan@smu.edu or
214.768.2362.
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