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Invitation from the President and Provost

R. Gerald Turner

Paul W. Ludden

On behalf of the Southern Methodist University community, we invite you to attend SMU’s
99th annual Commencement Weekend, May 16 and 17, 2014. The activities that make up
Commencement Weekend showcase some of the University’s best traditions and are designed
to recognize the pride we all feel in our students’ accomplishments.
The Baccalaureate Service on Friday evening enables graduating seniors and their guests to
worship together. Later, as these seniors march through the Rotunda of Dallas Hall for
the tradition known as Rotunda Recessional, they mark the end of their undergraduate years
and the beginning of their lifelong association with SMU as alumni.
On Saturday morning, the University Commencement Convocation assembles degree
candidates from all of SMU’s schools and professional programs. Moody Coliseum becomes
transformed by the pageantry of students and faculty in academic regalia marching behind
the colorful banners of their respective schools, accompanied by music and applause from
their families.
The personal attention so important to SMU takes center stage at ceremonies later in the day,
when schools and departments recognize each graduate individually.
The spirit of community, combined with our celebration of the individual, is what makes SMU’s
Commencement a special time. We hope you will join us in May as we pay tribute to the students
graduating in 2014. We extend our warmest wishes as you celebrate this joyous occasion.
Sincerely,

R. Gerald Turner
President

Paul W. Ludden
Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
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Message from the Chief Marshal

Dear SMU Graduation Candidate,
On behalf of the faculty, congratulations to you on your upcoming graduation. We are
proud of your accomplishments and wish you the very best in your future endeavors. All
candidates should plan to join us for the All-University May Commencement Convocation
on Saturday, May 17, at 9 a.m. in Moody Coliseum. This ceremony brings us together to
celebrate your accomplishments and to give thanks for the support you have received from
your family and friends while pursuing your education at SMU.
We look forward to seeing you and meeting your family and friends at this important event.
Sincerely,

Tom Fomby
Chief Marshal to the University

May Commencement Weekend
Key Dates and Deadlines

January 24, 2014 ACG Filing Deadline
February 20-21, 2014 Grad Fair
March 31, 2014 Last Day to Order Academic Regalia
May 10-17, 2014 Regalia Pickup at SMU Bookstore
May 12-16, 2014 Baccalaureate Ticket Pickup
May 16, 2014 Baccalaureate Service(Undergraduates Only)
May 17, 2014 May Commencement Convocation
May 19, 2014 Regalia Past Due to SMU Bookstore
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Description of Events

Commencement Convocation

Baccalaureate Service and
Rotunda Recessional
Undergraduate Candidates Only

On Saturday morning, the all-University May
Commencement Convocation assembles
degree candidates from all of SMU’s schools
and professional programs. The ceremony
takes place in Moody Coliseum. Students and
faculty, dressed in academic regalia, march to
the ceremony accompanied by processional
music.

The Baccalaureate Service is a religious
ceremony held in McFarlin Auditorium the
Friday evening before May Commencement
Convocation. This service features a special
sermon for undergraduate candidates and
their guests. The program lasts approximately
one hour.

Doctoral candidates and honorary degree
recipients are hooded, Commencement
speakers address our newest class of candidates
and President Turner confers degrees. At the
conclusion of the ceremony, “Varsity” is played
and a prayer is said for SMU’s newest alumni.

Wearing full regalia, candidates process into
McFarlin Auditorium and are seated together.
Weather permitting, students are lined up on
the Historic Main Quadrangle in the order of
their arrival. In the event of rain, candidates
will be seated directly upon arrival.

The ceremony lasts approximately 90 minutes.
For guests who are unable to attend the ceremony, there will be a live webcast at smu.edu/
live, as well as a simulcast in the Crum
Amphitheater.

Seating in McFarlin Auditorium is limited;
therefore, candidates receive only two guest
tickets. Guests without tickets may fill any
remaining seats beginning at 7:30 p.m. There
is a live webcast of the ceremony as well as a
simulcast of the ceremony in the HughesTrigg Theatre.

Diploma Presentation Ceremonies
Wearing full academic regalia, graduates are
individually recognized in school or departmental ceremonies. See pages 6-7 for times
and locations.

The Rotunda Recessional follows the
Baccalaureate Service. Undergraduate
candidates, led by faculty and alumni marshals,
march through the front doors of Dallas
Hall, through the Rotunda and around to
the Historic Main Quadrangle. This tradition
welcomes graduates into their new phase of
membership in the SMU community – their
life as alumni.

Class of 1964 Reunion

Alumni who are parents of graduating seniors
are welcome to participate as alumni marshals
for the Baccalaureate Service. Please call Mindy
Rowland at 214-768-4741 for more details.
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The SMU Class of 1964 celebrates its 50-year
reunion the weekend of May 16-17, 2014.
Led by reunion co-chairs, our newest Golden
Mustangs receive special recognition as they
process to May Commencement Convocation.
For more information, or to register for your
50th reunion, please contact SMU Reunion
Programs at 1-800-766-4371, by email
at reunionyear@smu.edu or by visiting
smu.edu/50years.

Information for Candidates

No honor ribbons, decorations or adornments
are worn to the ceremony, including messages
or images on mortarboards. Students without
regalia or with altered mortarboards will be
directed to the SMU Bookstore to rent a new
cap or gown.

On Saturday morning, students assemble
with their degree groups in Dedman Center
for Lifetime Sports. All candidates must
wear academic regalia to participate in May
Commencement Convocation.*

All rented gowns and hoods should be
returned to the SMU Bookstore by 5 p.m. on
graduation day. A $10 per-day late return fee
will be applied on Monday, May 19.

Baccalaureate Service Timeline
Undergraduate Candidates Only
7:20 p.m. Candidate Groups Begin Forming

Grad Fair

7:58 p.m. Student Procession Begins

The Grad Fair is a one-stop shop that helps
candidates prepare for graduation.

8:00 p.m. Baccalaureate Service Begins
9:00 p.m. Baccalaureate Service Concludes,
Rotunda Recessional Begins

Thursday, February 20
10 a.m. – 6 p.m.

May Commencement Convocation Timeline

Friday, February 21
10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

7:30 a.m. Student Line-Up Location Opens

Laura Lee Blanton Building, Lower Lobby
Meeting Rooms

7:30 a.m. Formal Portrait Sessions Begin
8:10 a.m. Candidate Groups Begin Forming

The following representatives will be available
at the Grad Fair:

8:50 a.m. Student Line-Up Location Closes
8:55 a.m. Student Procession Begins

Academic Ceremonies – Receive ceremony
instructions and information

9:00 a.m. May Commencement Begins

Balfour – Order your SMU ring from Balfour
representatives

10:30 – 11 a.m. Ceremony Concludes
Academic Regalia

Flash Photography – Have professional capand-gown photographs taken

All participating candidates must wear SMU
custom academic regalia. Candidates may
order their regalia at the Grad Fair hosted by
Academic Ceremonies. After the Grad Fair,
regalia can be ordered through the Herff Jones
website at herffjones.com/college/smu no
later than March 31. All regalia will be available for pickup from the SMU Bookstore
beginning May 10.

Herff Jones – Order regalia, invitations and
announcements
Student Media Company – Order your SMU
Rotunda yearbook
Young Alumni – Stay connected with SMU
after you graduate

* Candidates who owe money to the University may participate in
the graduation ceremony, but diplomas will be held until accounts
are cleared. For questions regarding your account, please call
Enrollment Services at 214-768-3417.
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Complete Your ACG

SMU Centennial Ring

Students must file an Application for Candidacy
to Graduate (ACG) form with their school
of record. Students who have not informed
their academic dean that they will participate
in May Commencement Convocation must
do so immediately.

In 1997, students, faculty and alumni felt the
need to preserve the timeless tradition of the
SMU Centennial Ring, originally created in
1924. This ring is the tangible and recognizable symbol of pride in SMU and its history.
The SMU Centennial Ring is a link with classmates, friends and alumni spread all over the
world. The ring can be viewed and purchased
at the Grad Fair or online at smu.edu/smuring.
For questions regarding the Ring Ceremony,
please call 214-768-4738.

Student RSVPs
Students RSVP to the ceremony on the
Application for Candidacy to Graduate form.
An Academic Records Counselor will confirm
your attendance closer to the date of the
ceremony. Your participation in the May
Commencement ceremony is encouraged by
the University.

Diploma Preservation Frame
You will have an opportunity to purchase a
diploma preservation frame from the Michael
Sutter Company after graduation. Each diploma
frame contains a second complimentary diploma.
Please visit michaelsutter.com/pqf.html to
view the variety of frames available. All graduates receive an email from the Michael Sutter
Company after graduation with information on
how to order a diploma frame.

Invitations and Announcements
Personalized invitations and announcements
may be ordered at the Grad Fair, the SMU
Bookstore or directly from herffjones.com/
college/smu. For more information, please call
the SMU Bookstore at 214-768-2435.

SMU Graduation Trip

Commemorate the Occasion

The SMU Office of Alumni Relations is pleased
to present a celebratory graduation tour: Classic
Europe. Visit Europe’s must-see destinations
before settling down to a new job or graduate school. This trip is a metropolitan tour of
Europe designed for new SMU graduates and
friends of SMU and select peer institutions.

Photographs
Personal photographs may be taken only
before and after the May Commencement
Convocation. Arrangements have been made
with a professional photographer to take candidates’ photographs before the ceremony. If you
have questions concerning photographs, please
call Flash Photography at 214-443-9393.

May 25 – June 3, 2014
10 days – 4 countries: England, France, Italy,
Vatican City
Base land package: $2,345
(Add $985 for optional 6-day extension to
southern Italy and Greece.)
For more information, please visit
www.alumniworldtravel.com/smu.html
or contact our tour provider, AESU Travel,
at 800-638-7640.
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Moody Coliseum Seating Chart

Entrance to
Moody Coliseum
from Mustang
Plaza
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Guest Attire
Guests should dress with comfort in mind as
the ceremony is held inside Moody Coliseum
and the temperature is generally cool. Men
traditionally wear pants and sports coats or
suits. Women typically wear dress slacks and
blouses or dresses.
Parking, Access and Guests with
Disabilities
Those attending May Commencement
Weekend activities may park free of charge
in any of SMU’s parking facilities.

Information for Guests
Tickets may be required for guests to attend
the morning May Commencement Convocation in Moody Coliseum. A decision on
whether tickets will be required, the number of
tickets available for each graduation candidate
and other ticket guidelines will be announced
by March 1, 2014 at smu.edu/ceremonies.
The Commencement Convocation will be livestreamed on the Internet at smu.edu/live and
there will be campus simulcast locations for
guests not having tickets.
Location

For information regarding road closures,
parking availability and handicapped access,
please visit the May Commencement Weekend
website at smu.edu/ceremonies.
Ceremony Livestream
There is a livestream of the May Commencement ceremony on the Internet for guests who
are unable to attend. The ceremony can be
viewed at smu.edu/live.
Commencement Buffet Luncheon
10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. Please join us for the
official Commencement Buffet Luncheon in
the Umphrey Lee Center. SMU graduates eat
free with the purchase of a guest meal.
Reservations are highly recommended and
can be made from March 17 through May 12.
Please call 214-768-2322 for more information.

Moody Coliseum
6024 Airline Road
Dallas, Texas 75205
214-768-3417
May Commencement Timeline
7:30 a.m. Moody Coliseum Opens
8:45 a.m. Guests Should Be Seated
8:55 a.m. Student Procession Begins
9:00 a.m. May Commencement Begins
10:30 a.m. – 11 a.m. May Commencement
Concludes
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Lodging and Transportation

Automobile Travel

Hotels

Avis Rent-A-Car is offering a discount to SMU
friends and family. The Avis Worldwide Discount
(AWD) Number is A906399. Use the AWD
number when calling Avis directly at 1-888-7578878 to receive the discounted rental rate.

For information about local hotels that offer
special rates for SMU campus visitors, please
go to smu.edu/commencement, click on
“Guest,” and then “Discounted Travel and
Lodging.”
Air Travel
American Airlines is offering a discounted fare
for travel to and from Dallas-Fort Worth May
11-23, 2014, for persons attending SMU’s
May Commencement Convocation ceremony.
When booking your flight online, enter
Promotional Code 3454AB to obtain a 5%
discount. If you need assistance, please
call the American Airlines Meeting Services
Desk at 1-800-433-1790. Tell the agent that
your travel arrangements are for the May
Commencement Convocation at SMU.
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Contact Information
Academic Ceremonies
smu.edu/ceremonies
ceremonies@smu.edu
214-768-3417
Balfour
smu.edu/smuring
1-866-225-3687
Flash Photography
flashphotography.com
214-443-9393

Office of the University Bursar
smu.edu/bursar
214-768-3417
Office of the University Registrar
smu.edu/registrar
registrar@smu.edu
214-768-3417
SMU Bookstore
3060 Mockingbird Lane
smu.bncollege.com
214-768-2435

Herff Jones
herffjones.com/college/smu
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SMU will not discriminate in any employment practice, educational program or educational activity on
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, genetic information, or veteran status.
SMU’s commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis of sexual orientation
and gender identity and expression. The Associate Vice President, Office of Institutional Access and Equity,
has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies. 140914.214

PO Box 750181
Dallas, Texas 75275-0181

Look inside for May Commencement Convocation
information or visit smu.edu/commencement.
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