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D e d m a n C o l l e g e
STUDENT HELPS
B U R M E S E F A M I LY
S TA R T O V E R
The first time Brandi Terrell met
with the Ta Let Let family she
brought a large piece of butcher
paper. While 3-year-old Nay Kaw
and 5-year-old Hser Nay colored
on the edges, the SMU senior drew
and labeled the human figure, then
cut up pieces of paper to label in
English the items in the sparsely
furnished Dallas apartment.
Terrell, an anthropology and
French major and Hunt Leadership
scholar, mentors the family as a
volunteer for the International
Rescue Committee.
Hseik Hsaw Paw and Ta Let Let
are Karens, the largest ethnic minority in Burma. More than 150,000
Karen refugees have been displaced by fighting between Karen
militia and Burmese military. The
family lived in a Thailand refugee
camp for eight years before moving
to the United States in September
as political refugees.
Terrell meets with the family
weekly to teach them English and
takes them grocery shopping, to
doctors’ appointments, and
helps them navigate Dallas’
mass transit system.
Assisting the Burmese family
has given Terrell an understanding of immigration beyond the textbook. “They have been through so

Faculty and students examine
immigration from all sides
he United States is experiencing the largest wave of immigration
in its history in terms of absolute numbers, says Jim Hollifield,
Arnold Professor of International Political Economy and director
of the John G. Tower Center for Political Studies in Dedman College.
“The so-called ‘fourth wave’ began in the late ’70s, built up in the ’80s,
and is still going strong today.”
Senior Brandi Terrell creates flashLess than 3 percent of the Earth’s population currently lives outside cards to teach English to Hseik Hsaw
Paw, a recent immigrant from Burma.
their country of birth, Hollifield says, but he expects that percentage
to increase. “Immigration is a major feature of globalization,” he says. “As the global economy expands
to develop highly integrated markets, we’ll need skilled and unskilled labor from all over the world.”
Scholars and students at SMU are immersed in the immigration issue through research, conferences,
community service, and personal experience.
Students examine immigration in classes such as Hollifield’s senior seminar in international studies,
which focuses on the political economy of immigration. The fall term class, which included students who
have migrated from Bangladesh, Nicaragua, and Mexico, examined immigration from historical,
political, and economic perspectives.
The United States began to restrict immigration with a law enacted in 1862
that forbade American ships from transporting Chinese immigrants, Hollifield
says. Other laws passed in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, such as the
Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882 and the National Origins Quota Law of 1924,
required literacy tests for immigrants and limited immigration from all regions
except northern Europe. The civil rights movement in the 1960s opened new
legal spaces for immigrants, Hollifield says.
“You can’t separate immigration from race,” he says. “And race is a
lightning rod in American politics.”
An international expert on immigration, Hollifield is a consultant to
the United Nations Global Commission for Migration and works on
migration and trade with the International Organization for Migration,
the Organization for Cooperative Economic Development, and the
World Bank. In recent months he has given lectures on the political
economy of migration in Turkey, Germany, France, Britain, Japan,
Mexico, and Canada.
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much yet they are still so happy to
be in the United States,” she says.

continued on page 2
Three-year-old Nay Kaw and his family arrived in Dallas
in September as political refugees from Burma.

B L E N D I N G ‘T H E
BEST OF THE EAST
AND WEST’

A

isha U-Kiu’s middle name is TulMunsafa, Arabic for “justice-giver.”

“My middle name was given to me by
my father,” says the SMU junior, who migrated with her family to the
United States from Pakistan as
a baby. “It was his dream for
me to grow up to be a strong
and independent woman with a
career in law.”
U-Kiu’s father died when she
was 8, leaving his wife and three
young daughters. “My mother was
faced with the extremely difficult
choice of raising her three daughters single-handedly in America or
returning back to her entire family in
Pakistan. But my father’s dying wish for
her was to raise his three daughters in
America.”
U-Kiu’s mother agreed to her husband’s plea and raised
her daughters in the
Dallas area.
“We speak both English and Urdu at home,
but prefer Pakistani
food hands down,” she
says. “Immigrating to
Aisha U-Kiu

America has not hin-

dered our ability to practice Islam; on
the contrary, Muslim Americans are able
to practice their faith to its true meaning
in the United States.”
The U-Kiu family celebrates the Muslim holiday of Eid as well as Thanksgiving and the Fourth of July.
“My sisters and I have embraced
American culture from the music to the
movies to the sports,” says the political
science and international studies major
and honor student, whose younger sister
Moizza is a freshman at SMU. “We try to
be the best of the East and West by
adopting positive trends in American
culture, such as the emphasis on education and the strong work ethic, while
continuing to hold onto our grand Eastern
roots of South Asian culture.”

Looking at immigration continued from page 1

Here is a look at other work related to immigration going on in Dedman College.

Case study at the Clements Center: An immigrant community
Smokestacks towering more than 800 feet above the West Texas desert are all that remain of
Smeltertown, once a self-contained Mexican
community that surrounded the ASARCO
copper smelter on the U.S.-Mexico border in
El Paso, Texas.
Monica Perales, a postdoctoral fellow in
the Clements Center for Southwest Studies
and assistant professor of history at the
University of Houston, is finishing a booklength manuscript about the community
that existed for nearly 100 years.
“The story of the migrants of Smelterion,
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existed along the El Paso-Juarez border for centuries,” Perales says. “What
often gets lost in the current debate is that this kind of movement has existed for centuries.”
Perales is one of five postdoctoral scholars supported by the Clements Center this year. Each
year the center awards yearlong residential fellowships to scholars researching the U.S.-Mexico
borderlands. Other research topics include immigration law and Southwest urbanism.

Roots in one land, life in another

By the numbers*

Vietnamese, Indian, Salvadoran, and Nigerian
immigrants to Dallas cherish the right to vote in
Percent of U.S. residents are
the United States but still feel close ties to their
immigrants.
homelands, says Caroline Brettell, professor
of anthropology and interim dean of Dedman
College. “They don’t see a conflict between politiImmigrants arrive legally in the
cally belonging to America but continuing to
U.S. each year.
speak their own language and observe their own
cultural traditions.”
Brettell, Hollifield, and Dennis Cordell, associate
Illegal immigrants arrive in the
U.S. each year.
vice provost, are interpreting data they have
gathered as part of a three-year $445,000 grant
from the National Science Foundation to study how
immigrants are incorporated into the economic, social, and political structure of the Dallas area.
An Indian respondent to the group’s immigration survey described the immigrant identity
this way – “You plant a seed somewhere else and the roots are the same, it just bears fruit in a
new place.”
Brettell also is a co-investigator of another project on Asian immigrants and participatory citizenship funded by the Russell Sage Foundation. Brettell has devoted much of her academic career
to the study of population movement. She was one of the first to explore the role of women
in migration and is the author of numerous journal articles and several books about the
subject. Migration Theory, Talking Across Disciplines (Routledge, 2000), edited by Brettell and
Hollifield, is a standard text in the field – it recently was translated into Russian. They are
preparing a second edition.
“Scholars at SMU are right in the middle of the immigration debate,” Hollifield says. “Our
work is being used around the world.”
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1 million

300,000 to 500,000

*Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Jim Hollifield, Arnold Professor of International Political Economy

Dedman students meeting global challenges
Saving the hyenas

Senior Taplin Moore studied the
brown hyena population at Pilanesburg
National Park in South Africa. The engineering
major and mathematics minor was one of
18 students selected nationwide for a two-week
research expedition sponsored by the World
Wildlife Fund and Nissan North America.
According to Earthwatch Institute, only 1,700
brown hyenas remain in South Africa.

Finding new cancer therapies

Bringing hope
More than 70,000 orphans reside in state-run
orphanages and foster centers in Romania.
Junior history major Sommer Saadi spent two
weeks helping care for several of them as a
Maguire and Irby Family Public Service intern
with HUG Internationally. In addition, she
organized fund-raising events, coordinated
publicity, and worked on a sponsorship
program for the nonprofit organization in
Richardson, Texas, that has established
orphanages in Romania and India.
Visit smu.edu/adventures

MOVING FORWARD ON THE BUSH LIBRARY

T
Senior Omair Khan was one of eight students
selected nationwide by the National Science
Foundation to conduct medical research in
Taiwan. He researched the use of nanoparticles
in cancer gene therapy at the Institute of Oral
Medicine at National Cheng Kung University’s
Medical college in Tainan. A biochemistry
major with minors in Japanese, Chinese, and
mathematics, he also used the opportunity to
practice his Mandarin Chinese in Taiwan.

he George W. Bush Presidential Library Site Selection Committee announced December 21 that it will
enter into further discussions with SMU for the next phase of its process. SMU has been one of three final-

ists, with Baylor University and the University of Dallas.
“In preserving and sharing historical documents and artifacts, the George W. Bush Presidential Library at
SMU would be a tremendous resource for the study of presidential decision-making in this post 9-11 era,”
says President R. Gerald Turner. “If selected as the site of this resource, SMU would welcome visitors, students of all ages, and scholars from throughout the world to its campus and to Dallas.”
A presidential library would enhance the research and teaching missions of Dedman College departments, including political science, international studies, religious
studies, philosophy, and history, says Caroline Brettell, interim dean,
and its archives would benefit generations of students and scholars
to come.
At a news conference December 21, Turner said that it’s uncertain
how long the next phase of the selection process will take. Any significant announcements will come from committee Chairman Don
Evans, former Secretary of Commerce under Bush. As developments
warrant, SMU will provide updates on its Web site, smu.edu.

S M U G R A D U AT E
AWA R D E D F U L B R I G H T
SCHOLARSHIP

Vecky Juko

S

MU graduate Vedrana (Vecky) Juko
(’06) has returned as a national

scholar to the land she fled as a 10-yearold. Juko was awarded a Fulbright
Scholarship to study emerging democracy in Croatia. Born in Bosnia, she and
her family vacationed every summer in
Croatia until they left the Balkans in 1993
to avoid political unrest.
Juko brings a unique perspective to
the study of democracy. After leaving
Bosnia her family moved to Germany,
then the United States in 1998. She
became a U.S. citizen last year.

Sweet relief
or Type 1 diabetics, life is measured
too frequently by the hours between
insulin injections. Less frequent and
invasive treatment could improve quality of
life for the more than 20 million adults and
children who suffer from the disease.
SMU chemist Brent Sumerlin is researching polymers that can detect high glucose
levels in the blood stream and automatically
release insulin. The research is still in its
early stages, but a working version could free
diabetics from a daily injection schedule.
Sumerlin and his team have designed
large, chain-like molecules with two different
segments attached at their ends. When
these polymers are dissolved in water, they
convert themselves into tiny, hollow spheres
called vesicles, with one segment inside the
other’s exterior wall. This segment is not
water-soluble and can act as a “molecular
handle” that binds to glucose molecules.
“When a high concentration of glucose is
present, the sugar molecules diffuse into the
vesicle walls, and the molecular handles
begin to absorb them,” Sumerlin says. “The
chemical changes caused by binding to the
glucose should cause the vesicles to rupture,
similar to a balloon popping.” Fill the vesicles with insulin, and when they encounter
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dangerously high glucose levels in the bloodstream, that pop releases the medication.
There still are hurdles to clear, Sumerlin
adds – among them ensuring compatibility
with living tissue and increasing the polymers’ specificity to glucose to prevent premature insulin dosage (other sugars can
potentially rupture the vesicles as well).
Sumerlin is looking for answers with the help
of a two-year, $35,000 grant from the American Chemical Society.
“Researchers worldwide are working
toward methods of insulin delivery that will
relieve diabetics of frequent blood-sugar
monitoring and injections,”
Sumerlin says. “An interesting aspect of our
approach is that our polymers will simultaneously
act as a monitor and delivery
system.”
Visit Sumerlin’s Web site: faculty.smu.edu/bsumerlin

Brent Sumerlin,
assistant professor
of chemistry

A political science, economics, and
German major at SMU, Juko is spending
10 months at the University of Rijeka in
Croatia, where she is analyzing the country’s transition from national to local

M A R K E T S + C U LT U R E D E G R E E = M A R K E TA B I L I T Y

power. She is working with professors,
non-government organizations, and local
politicians in Rijeka, one of two Croatian
cities that has been given the opportunity
to plan its own economic development.
She lives with other students in
Rijeka in a 10-story residence hall. “Most
of the Croatian students find that living
conditions in their country are difficult
and think finding appropriate jobs will be
nearly impossible,” Juko says. “I admire
their determination to keep on working
hard. The notion that someday things will
get better makes them want to try harder.”

J

ustin Montgomery graduated in December, but he
had a job lined up in the assurance practice at Price-

waterhouseCoopers by last summer. As he interviewed

By the time he had finished his second core class –
“Organizations,” taught by Dalia Abdel-Hady – “I realized
it would apply to my future career.”

with several public accounting firms, his financial intern-

Troy Behrens, executive director of SMU’s Hegi Family

ships got him into the room – but his markets and culture

Career Development Center, takes that observation one

degree helped set him apart from the job-seeking crowd,

step further. “The markets and culture degree is a quin-

he says.

tessential prerequisite for career marketability,” he says.

Originally, Montgomery was drawn to the new major,

“It challenges students to think locally and act globally,

which graduated its first wave of students in May 2006,

which is certainly a differentiator in today’s competitive

simply because it sounded engaging. “I had already

job market, but it will be a must-have skill when our cur-

decided I wanted to enter accounting and was looking

rent first-year students enter the workforce in 2010.”

for something interesting to take up some of my extra
electives,” he says.

As an auditor, Montgomery’s job is to evaluate companies to ensure that publicly released information is
fair and accurate. Inevitably, that entails more than just

ach term Rick Halperin
begins his human rights
class with the same
warning, “After you take this class
you will never be able to say,
‘I didn’t know.’”
Halperin, a human rights activist
and history instructor, has taught
“America’s Dilemma: The Struggle
for Human Rights” at SMU since
1991. He uses documentaries,
testimonies, and volunteer opportunities with organizations such
as the Dallas Center for Survivors
of Torture to teach students about
Majdanek Death Camp, Lublin, Poland
human rights in historical and
global contexts.
The class will become part of the
campus for student and public programs. In
history department’s new Human Rights
addition, scholarships will be created to
Education Program, recently established by a
enable students to travel to sites of human
$1 million gift from the Embrey Family Founrights violations. Halperin leads groups of
dation. SMU is one of 12 universities nationwide
SMU students, faculty, staff, and community
and the only university in the South to develop
members to Rwanda and the World War II
a human rights program, says Halperin, who
concentration camps in Germany and death
recently was elected to his third term as chair
camp sites in Poland.
of Amnesty International USA.
Last December Lauren Embrey and her two
The program, which Halperin will direct,
teenage sons traveled with Halperin on his
proposes to develop a human rights minor
annual Christmas trip to the Holocaust sites in
and will bring human rights scholars to
Poland. Embrey took Halperin’s class through
SMU’s Master of Liberal Studies program. The
class and trip opened a new world, she says.
“It made me realize how sheltered and ignorant
I was about human rights – it’s not somefinancial data, he says. “We look at the business envithing we are taught about in school. I felt it was
ronment, assess different risks, and assess the control
important my sons start learning now.”
environment, among other things. The markets and culA few months after the trip Lauren and her
ture curriculum has given me the tools to look at an
sister, Gayle Embrey, donated $1 million from
organization and see what external and internal forces
the Embrey Family Foundation to create the
are affecting decisions,” he says.
program.
In fact, Montgomery says some of his strongest
“When students come to SMU it is their job
accounting skills are those he has learned through the
to start to be prepared to run this world,”
markets and culture program. “I like to think my accountHalperin says. “They need a global sense of
ing background shows me how things in a company are
awareness of what is happening to their
done, but my markets and culture background allows
peers around the world. It is time for them to
me to see why they are done.”
realize that life is not a spectator sport.”
Photo by Sherry Aikman
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Learn more at the Sociology Department home page:
smu.edu/sociology

Visit smu.edu/humanrights

T H E D E AT H P E N A LT Y
IN BLACK AND WHITE

S

triking black-and-white photographs
of execution chambers, protesters, and

families of death row inmates make up the
photography documentary “Images of the
Death Penalty.” Photojournalist and antideath penalty activist Scott Langley (’99)
created the images in the documentary that
has been exhibited by Amnesty International in Germany, Denmark, Washington,
D.C., and at Harvard Divinity School in Massachusetts.
Langley took his first anti-death penalty
photographs as a student in the human rights
class at SMU. Class requirements include
creating an art project to illuminate a human
rights issue. To complete the assignment, as
a senior Daily Campus photographer, Langley traveled to Huntsville, Texas, to photograph an anti-death penalty vigil at the
Texas State Penitentiary.
Since then, protesting the death penalty
has become a full-time calling. Langley has
organized death penalty abolition work for
Amnesty International in the Boston area
and in Raleigh, North Carolina, testifying
before state legislatures and organizing rallies and vigils. Langley and his wife, Sheila
Stumph, also ran a hospitality house in
Raleigh for families of death row inmates.
“Using my photos, I speak about the
death penalty around the United States and
internationally,” Langley says. “It all started
in Rick Halperin’s class.”

ott Langley
Photos by Sc

New human rights program
addresses worldwide struggle

Scott Langley's photodocumentary includes
images of a gurney (top) placed before the viewing window in the execution chamber of North
Carolina's Central Prison and of a pro-deathpenalty protester. Visit langleycreations.com.
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SMU authors headline festival
arshall Terry, the E.A. Lilly Professor of English, will
retire in spring 2007 after more than 50 years of service to SMU. The SMU Literary Festival will honor him
March 29-30 with readings from his works as well as readings by
current and former students.
Presenters will include authors Joe Coomer (’81), Tracy Daugh- Marshall Terry, E.A. Lilly Professor
of English
erty (’76), James Hoggard (’63), David Searcy (’69), and Lewis
Shiner (’73). Jack Myers and C.W. Smith, professors of English, also will speak.
Terry’s legacy at SMU will continue with the creation of the Marsh Terry Creative Writing
Endowment, which will provide scholarships for juniors and seniors.
For information on making a gift to the endowment contact Julie Diaz at 214-768-4714 or
diazj@smu.edu.
To register for the Literary Festival contact Leslie Reid at 214-768-2946 or lereid@smu.edu.

M
SMU Anthropology Professor Ron
Wetherington leads an SMU-in-Taos
Cultural Institute field study.

Visit smu.edu/english/marshterry

Healing hurt, family by family
ach year more than 1 million children in the United States are brought to shelters to
escape family violence. Each of their families reports, on average, more than 60 acts of
aggression at home during the past year, ranging from pushes and shoves to hits and
kicks. More than half of the families report an incident involving a knife or gun.
“Research that studies children who witness violence in the home is fundamental to helping
them,” says Paige Flink, executive director of The Family Place in Dallas.
The Family Research Center, a new program in SMU’s Psychology Department, works
with shelters such as The Family Place to address
“Research that studies children
the mental health problems of children facing
domestic violence.
who witness violence in the home is
Family violence affects children’s physical health as
fundamental to helping them.”
well, says Candyce Tart, a second-year Ph.D. student
in SMU’s clinical psychology program. Her years of
experience in pediatric nursing, mostly in inner-city school environments, sparked an
interest in the psychology of her patients’ families. “Many of these children’s illnesses were made worse by stress at home,” she says. “All sorts of psychological
factors in their lives seemed to impact their lives more than physical health.”
Tart studies conduct-disordered children from dysfunctional
or abusive families through the Family Research Center as part
of her dissertation on biological and physiological underpinnings
of behavioral problems. “I’d like to know why some children come
out of these violent households with more behavior or emotional
problems, and others more resilient,” she says.
SMU’s faculty, especially its revitalized clinical psychology program, had a
lot to do with her decision to attend the University, she says.
“[Chair] Ernest Jouriles is developing a fantastic research
program with the facilities and support for doing research. We
have so much equipment available, as well as access into
shelters and other community and clinical locations. And it’s
a very collaborative environment. Not all schools have that.”

E

History Professor James Hopkins
leads a tour of the Los Alamos County
Historical Museum.

N

ow in its third year, the SMU-in-Taos
Cultural Institute has become so

popular that visitors can choose between
two weekends in 2007: July 12-15 and
July 19-22.
Class topics reflect the unique geology, archaeology, literary and artistic traditions, cultural richness, and scientific
contributions of Northern New Mexico, as
well as the recreational opportunities
provided by the local environment. Distinguished Dedman College faculty bring
their expertise to the courses, such as historian James Hopkins on the Los Alamos
atomic project, English Professor Ross
Murfin on D.H. Lawrence’s New Mexico
influences, and political scientist Harold
Stanley on Latino politics in the Southwest. Each topic features field trips to relevant sites, with time built in for sightseeing and recreation.
For more information, visit the
SMU-in-Taos Cultural Institute Web site:
smu.edu/culturalinstitute

Read more at the Psychology Department home page: smu.edu/psychology

Never again
enior Denver Nicks says
the world has a unique
opportunity to follow
through on a promise it made
after the Holocaust: “Never
again.”
Nicks has worked to spread
that message on campus
through the Committee
on Darfur, which he founded
this fall under the new
Denver Nicks,
organization Students for a
founder of the
Committee on
Darfur
Better Society.
“For the first time in history, a
As part of the broader international movegenocide has been identified while it is hapment, the Committee on Darfur aims to help
pening, not after,” he says of the conflict in
keep pressure on elected officials to support
Sudan that has killed tens of thousands and
a peacekeeping force and companies that don’t
displaced millions since 2003. “If there were
do business with Sudan, Nicks says. It has
ever a time to get involved, it’s now.”
plans this spring for a fund-raiser involving SMU
The Hunt Scholar says he knew he wanted
and Dallas-area artists.
to get involved after a year away from SMU. He
“SMU students have proved themselves
spent fall 2005 in Washington interning with
to be passionate, hardworking individuals
Texas Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson and last
committed to the cause of stopping genocide,”
spring studying in Madrid through the SMU-inhe says.
Spain program, and then returned to D.C. for

S

the summer to work with the Inter-American
Foundation on development grants for Latin
America and the Caribbean.
That’s when he attended a conference on
Darfur organized by a friend and member
of STAND, a coalition of student anti-genocide
groups. “We had panel discussions and training sessions on activism, lobbying, divestment,
media relations, and fund-raising for the
Darfur crisis,” Nicks says.
Since returning to SMU, the double major in
political science and international relations has
put into action what he learned, helping organize an interfaith prayer meeting, a trip to rally
at the state Capitol, and a call-in day to Congress. And he’s carried with him lessons he
learned growing up in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
“My parents made sure I understand what
it means to live in a community and work to
make it a better place,” he says. “They taught
me compassion and gave me a sense of
responsibility.”

CALLING ALL
PA L E O B O TA N I S T S
AND HISTORIANS

M

IDCONTINENT PALEOBOTANICAL
COL LOQUIUM: Bonnie Jacobs,

director of Environmental Science and
assistant professor of geological sciences, is chairing this conference for
paleontology students and professors
March 16-18 at SMU. Jacobs recently
returned from Ethiopia, where she is
principal investigator on a three-year
grant from the National Science Foundation. Jacobs and Neil Tabor, assistant
professor, geological sciences, are
analyzing African fossil plants to study
prehistoric climate change.
Learn more about the conference at
smu.edu/geology.
BRIDGING NATIONAL BORDERS IN NORTH
AMERICA: SMU’s Clements Center for

Southwest Studies and Simon Fraser
University in Vancouver, British Columbia, are co-sponsoring this conference
March 24. It will address the collective
history of the border dividing Canada and
the United States. Ben Johnson, assistant
professor of history, is one of the conference organizers.

For more information, visit people.smu.edu/sbs/darfur/.

Learn more at smu.edu/SWcenter.

HONORING A PROFESSOR AND MENTOR

H

arold A. Jeskey, the R.S. Lazenby Professor Emeritus
of Chemistry known as a role model and mentor to

many former students, died December 22 at the age of 94.
He taught organic chemistry from 1945-79 and served as
chair of the Chemistry Department from 1962-74.
“He was a beloved member of the SMU family for more
than 60 years, staying active in the campus community
long after his official retirement,” says President R. Gerald
Turner. “His love for the University, its students, and his
profession have left a legacy of excellence at SMU.”
Since 1967, with the creation of a scholarship fund in
his name, Jeskey’s former students have honored him

Harold Jeskey, R.S. Lazenby Professor
Emeritus of Chemistry

with the Harold A. Jeskey Chair in Chemistry and the 98seat Harold Jeskey Lecture Hall in SMU’s Dedman Life Sciences Building. Many still remember the
professor’s beautifully organized lectures, delivered without notes, and his trademark red tie, which he
replaced with black on test days.
Memorials in Dr. Jeskey’s honor from friends of Dedman College may be made to the Harold A.
Jeskey Chair in Chemistry. For more information, contact Julie Diaz at 214-768-4714 or by e-mail at
diazj@smu.edu.

In the News

The so-called Gospel of Judas, 13 papyrus
sheets bound in leather and found in an Egyptian cave, clearly was not written by Judas, says
Mark Chancey, associate professor of Religious
Studies. The gospel reflects second-century
developments long after Judas, he says.

Mel Gibson’s film “Apocalyptco” is giving the
community of Maya researchers the fits. Most
scholars recognize the violence of the PreColumbian society but also applaud the Maya’s
sophisticated and subtle civilization. “Apocalypto” depicts the Maya as a super-cruel,
psycho-sadistic society on the skids. “There will
be a massive repudiation of this film, not only
as a work of fiction, but as a systematic and
willful misrepresentation of the Maya,”
says David Freidel, professor of anthropology.
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Some political candidates don’t want voters to
cast straight-ticket ballots, but voters increasingly are casting their votes with just one mark
down party lines. “Voters are only willing to
give candidates so much time and attention,”
says Cal Jillson, professor of political science.
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CALENDAR
MARCH
25

Collegium da Vinci

Gain insight into the mystery of
cosmic rays from James Cronin,
1980 Nobel-prize winner
in physics and 1951 SMU
graduate, at his lecture
for Collegium da Vinci.
Visit smu.edu/collegium
MARCH
29-30

SMU Literary Festival

The Literary Festival will
honor its creator, Marshall Terry,
with readings from his
works as well as readings by
current and former students.
Visit smu.edu/english/marshterry
APRIL
12-13

Inside

Immigration issues
Sweet relief for diabetics
New human rights program

One Writer’s Garden

Visit the garden where novelist
Eudora Welty cultivated
a lifetime of stories in Jackson,
Mississippi, on a private
house and garden tour sponsored
by the Godbey Lecture Series.
Visit smu.edu/godbey
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Zebulon Pike explored the Southwestern
United States about the same time Lewis and
Clark explored the northern tier, but he didn’t
get the glossy Hollywood treatment dead
explorers only dream of. “Pike is the other
guy,” says Clive Siegle, who teaches history at
SMU. The city of Pueblo, Colorado, is developing a $23 million Pike-themed river walk as its
downtown centerpiece.
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