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D e d m a n C o l l e g e
New class analyzes the Dallas experience
ophomore Alex Morgan has lived in
Dallas all his life. But he admits he
knows little about his hometown. “I
wanted to better understand the history of
Dallas and the people who built it,” says
Morgan, a Cox School of Business real estate
finance major who’s taking “The Greater Dallas
Experience” class. “The reading has been
fascinating. We just finished White Metropolis,
which discussed the racial history of Dallas.”
“The Greater Dallas Experience” uses the
city as a laboratory to study topics such as
history, race, gender and immigration, says
Caroline Brettell, professor of anthropology,
who teaches the class with David Doyle,
assistant dean and director of the University
Honors Program; Diana Howard, director
of Hilltop Scholars; and Pauline Newton,
English lecturer.
Guest speakers for the University Honors
class include longtime Dallas journalist
Lee Cullum; Don Carty, retired chairman of
AMR Corp. and Dell Corp. and member of the
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“‘The Greater Dallas Experience’
uses the city as a laboratory to
study topics such as history, race,
gender and immigration.”
– CAROLINE BRETTELL,
PROFESSOR OF ANTHROPOLOGY

SMU Board of Trustees; Harvey Graff,
author of The Dallas Myth; and Gail Thomas,
president and CEO of the Trinity Trust
Foundation. In addition, students are required
to explore Dallas landmarks such as the
Dallas Arboretum, Fair Park or the Sixth Floor
Museum.
“I knew nothing about the history of
Dallas,” says Jennifer Moderow, an accounting major in the Cox School of Business from
Bridgewood, New Jersey. “I did not know how
scarring certain events in
Dallas’ history have been.
Some people are still
defensive about President
Kennedy’s assassination.”
The class also includes
analysis of four Dallas
neighborhoods – Deep
Ellum, Oak Cliff, Hamilton
Park and Lakewood.
“I’m studying the public
places in Deep Ellum, a neighborhood east
of downtown Dallas,” says junior Lyle School
of Engineering management science major
Cece Cobb. “Our group is studying the
neighborhood’s natural landscape, socioeconomic make-up, educational system and
religious community.”
When junior accounting and Spanish
major Molly Vaughan, a native of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, traveled to Oak Cliff for her
research, she saw for the first time the construction of Dallas’ new Calatrava bridge over

SMU juniors Molly
Vaughan, left, and
Jennifer Moderow
visit the revitalized
Bishop Arts District in
Oak Cliff as part of
a new class that explores Dallas history,
business and culture.

the Trinity River. “Milwaukee is known for the
pavilion Santiago Calatrava designed for the
Milwaukee Art Museum,” she says. “I think
the Calatrava bridge will become a defining
landmark for Dallas.”
The goal of the class is to give students
multiple ways to think about cities, Brettell
says. “The class emphasizes relationships
among people, institutions and places.”

Meet the new Dedman College dean
illiam Tsutsui, new dean of
Dedman College of Humanities
and Sciences, is a scholar who
specializes in 20th-century Japanese business, economic and environmental history.
The author or editor of seven books and
recipient of numerous awards for his
research and teaching, Tsutsui joined SMU
in July from the University of Kansas, where
he was associate dean for international
studies and professor of history. He received
a Master of Arts and Ph.D. in history from
Princeton University.
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Taking a new look at old digs
New Dedman College
Dean William Tsutsui
returns to Texas from the
University of Kansas,
where he was associate
dean for international
studies and professor of
history. The son of two
professors, he grew up
in College Station,
Texas. He is the author
or editor of seven books
and recipient of numerous teaching awards.

Where did you grow up?
I consider myself a Texan. I was born in
New York but moved to Bryan-College Station
when I was 5. My parents both taught
at Texas A&M, where my father was a chemist
and my mother was a biochemist. You know,
I can’t imagine a better place to grow up than
a small college town. So I’ve always had a
real fondness for Texas, and I’m glad to have
the opportunity to come back home.

How did you become interested
in history?
With two parents who are scientists, it only
took one sixth-grade science fair to turn me
away from being a chemist or a biochemist.
In college, I was an East Asian Studies major.
While working on my undergraduate honors
thesis, I remember opening a file in the

National Archives in Washington, D.C., that
included correspondence between the Japanese prime minister and Gen. Douglas
MacArthur. I loved being able to touch and
read things that very few people had ever
seen. I think that’s the point where I realized
that history was something I cared very
much about.

What attracted you to Dedman College
and SMU?
In my opinion, the universities in America
that have the greatest opportunities for the
future are ones just like SMU, private
research-oriented urban universities. Public
universities are going to be in a very
tough place because of the economy, not
just because legislatures are going to keep
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MU advanced to its highest ranking ever
among national universities in the 2011

edition of Best Colleges published in August by
U.S. News Media Group.
SMU ranked 56th among 191 institutions
included in the top tier of national universities.
SMU’s ranking represents an increase from
68th in 2010, up from 73rd in 2004.
The only universities in Texas ranked ahead
of SMU in the 2011 guide are Rice University,
ranked 17th, and the University of Texas-Austin,
ranked 45th.
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budgets tight, but because expectations are
so huge for public institutions.
SMU can be strategic in deciding what its
goals should be. We can have more flexibility
as a private institution, and we have access to
more support from our very generous donors
and alumni.
What impresses me the most is that the
balance between teaching and research at
SMU is as close to perfect as I’ve seen anywhere. Faculty at Dedman College are very
research-active, very committed to their fields,
but they also value the process of undergraduate education. They care a lot about their
students and invest a lot in them. The undergraduates on this campus really do get a rich
and intense educational experience. I hope
that SMU students and parents understand
how unusual this is.

After just a few months on campus,
what are your thoughts about the future
of Dedman College?
I see so much opportunity in Dedman College.
This moment in particular couldn’t be more
exciting, with the unprecedented U.S. News &
World Report ranking, the groundbreaking for
the George W. Bush Presidential Center just
around the corner, new buildings in Engineering and Education and the strength of the
North Texas economy in the midst of a very
difficult time nationally. Everything is pointing to ongoing success here at SMU.
I am extremely optimistic about the future.

rchaeologists who interpret Stone
proceeded to excavate the tools, taking careAge culture from discoveries of
ful measurements of where the tools were
ancient tools and artifacts may need
located and their inclination in the ground.
to re-analyze some of their conclusions.
The researchers found that tools placed
That’s the finding suggested by a new
on ground saturated with water and tramstudy that for the first time looked at the
pled by buffalo moved up to 21 centimeters
impact of water buffalo and goats trampling
vertically, or a little more than 8 inches. Tools
artifacts into mud.
trampled by goats moved up to 16 centimeIn seeking to understand how much artiters vertically, or just over 6 inches.
facts can be disturbed, the new study docu“A vertical displacement of 21 centimeters
mented how animal trampling in a
in some cases might equal thousands of
water-saturated area can result in an alarming years when we try to figure out the age of an
amount of disturbance, says archaeologist
artifact,” Eren says. “This amount of disMetin Eren, an anthropology graduate
turbance is more than any previously docustudent at Dedman College and one of eight
mented experiment — and certainly more
researchers on the study.
than we anticipated.”
In a startling finding, the animals’ hooves
pushed artifacts as much as 21 centimeters into the ground — a variation that
could equate to a difference of thousands
of years for a scientist interpreting a site,
says Eren.
The findings suggest archaeologists
should reanalyze some previous discoveries,
he says.
Eren and seven other researchers tested
their theory by scattering replicated stone
tools over both dry and saturated areas of
the valley. They then had water buffalo and
goats trample the “sites.” Once sufficient
Anthropology graduate student Metin Eren better understands
Stone Age humans by using ancient techniques to create stone
trampling occurred, the archaeologists
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tools similar to those used in prehistoric times.

MORE DEDMAN COLLEGE
F A C U LT Y R E S E A R C H
Federal school lunches linked
to childhood obesity
New research funded by the U.S. Department of Agriculture finds that children who
eat school lunches that are part of the federal government’s National School Lunch
Program are more likely to become overweight, says Daniel L. Millimet, professor of
economics.

West Virginia hotbed
for geothermal energy
The temperature of the Earth beneath the
state of West Virginia is significantly
higher than previously estimated and capable of supporting commercial baseload
geothermal energy production, says David
Blackwell, Hamilton Professor of Geophysics and director of the Geothermal
Laboratory. The research is funded by a
grant from Google.org.

Abusive mothers improve
parenting skills
Mothers who live in poverty and who have
abused their children can stop if they are
taught parenting skills and given emotional
support, according to Ernest Jouriles, professor and chair of psychology, and Renee
McDonald, associate professor of psychology. Their research found significant
improvements in mothers’ parenting after
home visits from therapists who taught them
parenting skills.
For more information about SMU research
visit smu.edu/research

Africa’s cell phone boom can’t trump need for infrastructure
he fast-growing use of cell phones in Africa — where many people lack the basic human necessities — has made
headlines worldwide the past few years. The surprising boom has led to widespread speculation and hope that
cell phones could potentially transform the impoverished continent.
But new research by SMU economist Isaac Mbiti and Tufts economist Jenny Aker finds that cell phones — while a
useful and powerful tool for many people in Africa — cannot drive economic development on their own.
Mbiti, assistant professor of economics, says that while there is evidence of positive microeconomic impacts, so
far there’s limited evidence that mobile phones have led to macroeconomic improvements in African countries.
Many Africans still struggle in poverty and lack reliable electricity, clean drinking water, education or access to
roads, he says.
“It’s really great for a farmer to find out the price of beans in the market,” says Mbiti, who has seen the
impact of the cell phone boom firsthand while conducting research in his native Kenya. “But if a farmer can’t
get the beans to market because there is no road, the information doesn’t really help. Cell phones can’t replace
things you need from development, like roads and running water.”

T
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Dedman College student researchers tackle big Dallas issues

“E

mbrace your Latina identity.” “Love
yourself.” “Think college, career and
community.” Kappa Delta Chi sorority
members offered advice to more than 100
high school girls during the Dallas Hispanic
Youth Symposium at SMU in June. As part of
the college access program, the SMU students presented “Becoming a Successful
Latina Queen,” featuring high-energy skits on
careers and healthy relationships and a panel
discussion with accomplished community
leaders and college graduates.
Kappa Delta Chi is a community service
organization chartered in 2001 at SMU.
“We want to offer Latina girls role models
and mentors,” says Maillil Acosta, Kappa
Delta Chi president and a senior majoring in
political science, with minors in human rights
and Spanish. “By presenting alternatives, we
hope we can get to the root of the very big
problem of teen pregnancy. More than half of
Latinas become pregnant by age 20.”
Acosta and 17 Kappa Delta Chi members
launched their project through Big iDeas, an
undergraduate research program sponsored
by the Provost’s Office. Big iDeas awarded
grants this year to 11 interdisciplinary teams –
all of which include Dedman College students
– to investigate important Dallas issues
such as energy, immigration and education.

What is Big iDeas?

Better health communication

Big iDeas is an undergraduate research

Members of Kappa Delta Chi service sorority inspired more than 100 high school girls with high-energy
skits at the Dallas Hispanic Youth Symposium.

“Dallas, like every major city, faces complex problems that require
insights from many disciplines. Through Big iDeas, student researchers
from Dedman College are drawing on knowledge from the
humanities and sciences, and joining forces with students from across
campus to find innovative solutions.” – Provost Paul Ludden

To participate in Big iDeas, launched in
2008, student teams develop research proposals, then compete to become one of the
teams awarded stipends to conduct
their research.
They work with faculty members
to develop proposals and complete
research.
“Big iDeas allows students to
develop their interests and
career paths while also building
bridges between SMU and the
Dallas community,” says Provost
Paul Ludden.
Student teams have investigated
topics including new approaches
Bailey Alvarez (left) and Maillil Acosta are studying teen
to learning differences, mental
pregnancy prevention as part of the Big iDeas undergraduate
health services in a low-income
research program.
community and improvements
to mass transit.
“Dallas, like every major city, faces complex
problems that require insights from many
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ABOUT BIG IDEAS

disciplines,” Ludden says. “Through Big iDeas,
student researchers from Dedman College
are drawing on knowledge from the humanities and sciences, and joining forces with
students from across campus to find innovative solutions.”
Acosta’s team hosted the high school
girls again this fall for a workshop featuring
community experts on sex education and
relationships. The SMU students also plan
to survey and maintain mentoring relationships with the girls.
“When we visit our hometowns, we’re
astonished to see so many of our old
classmates and friends with babies, but no
husbands or college plans,” Acosta
says. “We’re all responsible for trying to fix
these problems.”

Another Big iDeas team is investigating health
literacy, or the ability of patients to understand and correctly use medical information.
Led by junior Matthew Gayer, the 12 undergraduates hope their research will benefit
patients’ health while lowering health care
costs and raising awareness.
“Low health literacy affects 90 million
Americans, rich and poor,” says Gayer, a
President’s Scholar and public policy, economics and political science major from St.
Louis. He says he learned about the impact
of low health literacy on patients’ chronic illnesses and emergency room visits while
serving a summer internship with the Jefferson County Health Department in his home
state of Missouri.
The team, which received a Big iDeas planning grant in 2009 and a full grant for 2010,
has gained nonprofit status for its organization, “Health Literacy Dallas.” Among their
projects, the students have surveyed nearly
100 health care providers at Doctors Hospital
of Dallas and learned that most experienced
providers say communication issues do affect
patient health. Gayer says the students are
expanding their survey to Parkland Hospital
and plan to work with providers to develop
literacy training programs.
The students also have teamed up with a
North Texas literacy organization to provide
books on children’s health to young parents.
In addition, Gayer has participated in state
conferences on health literacy in San Antonio
and Austin.
“People always assume that they can communicate correctly with their doctor, and they
don’t ask questions because they don’t want
to be embarrassed.” Gayer says. “But it’s
important for your health that you do so.”

Uniting the city’s students
Seniors Rebecca Quinn and Drew Konow
hope to inspire communication among
different ethnic and socioeconomic groups
in Dallas high schools with their Big iDeas
project. They’ve launched a literary magazine
and website called “Tale of One City,” which

program designed in 2008 by the Provost’s
Office to encourage students to identify
challenges facing Dallas and devise innovative and creative solutions.

How are participants selected?
Students submit a proposal detailing project, timeline and budget. A panel of judges
selects about 10 proposals each year.

How is the research funded?
Student groups are awarded up to $5,000 to
fund their projects.

Do students get course credit
for participating in Big iDeas?
As part of their quest to improve health literacy,
Matthew Gayer and his Big iDeas team distributed
children’s books on health to young parents.

The Big iDeas project is not a credit-granting course. Depending on the project, however, a student within a team might seek
academic credit for work on the project as

features high school students’ writing and artindependent study.
work about their Dallas experiences.
When are projects presented?
The team was inspired after examining
Projects and updates are presented to the
Dallas’ decades-long struggle to desegregate
public each fall and spring at a Big iDeas
its schools, which still have significant
symposium.
inequalities and divisions, Quinn says. “There
When is the deadline to apply
is no interaction – not even a conscious
for Big iDeas 2011?
knowledge of other groups, whether it’s the
January 28, 2011
richer or the poorer group,” says Quinn, a
smu.edu/bigideas
President’s Scholar majoring in Spanish,
French and art history. Konow is a religious
studies and foreign languages and literature major,
with a human rights minor.
Quinn and Konow have
reached out to high schools
and will judge submissions
with the help of SMU faculty
and students. They plan
to award a $500 college
scholarship to a first-place
winner and host a coffeehouse discussion for
all participants.
“We really believe in the
Rebecca Quinn and Drew Konow hope to inspire communication
among different ethnic and socioeconomic groups in Dallas high
power of literature and the
schools through contributions to their literary magazine and website,
arts, and in giving people a
“Tale of One City.”
forum to express themselves,” Quinn says. “If one kid becomes
friends with another kid, that would be exactly
what we hoped for.”
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From class project to bookstore: Student publishes children’s book
ach year Martha Satz concludes her
popular class, “The Ethical Implications of Children’s Literature,” the
same way – students are required to write a
childrens’ book.
When Satz, assistant professor of English,
returned Callan Harrison’s book, she included
a note of encouragement – “You should think
about publishing this.”
“Callan’s story fit a unique niche,” Satz
says. “I thought her contributions would be
valuable.”
Last spring Harrison became Satz’s first
Children’s Literature student to publish her
class project as an illustrated book.
Harrison, a 2009 sociology graduate,
offers encouragement to students with learning differences in the book based on her own
experiences, The Girl Who Learned Differently
(Shelton School, 2010).
“Children learn best through stories,”
says Harrison, whose ADD and ADHD were
diagnosed when she was in fourth grade.

E

“Just like the girl in the book, I remember
crying as I walked out of the classroom and
hiding my bad grades from my parents,
but I had a friend who stuck with me and I
found a school that offered me the resources
I needed.”
Harrison attended public school through
ninth grade, then transferred to Shelton
School, a private school in Dallas for students
with learning differences.
“At Shelton I
learned how to compensate for my
learning differences
and was able to
succeed on my
own,” she says.
Shelton School
art students illustrated the book,
and the school published it.
Harrison faced new challenges during her
transition to SMU.

WANTED: A MAJOR IN DEDMAN COLLEGE

An “Ethics of Children’s
Literature” class project
became sociology graduate
Callan Harrison’s first
published children’s book.

“I do best in structured
environments, and college is not very structured,” she says.
When Harrison sought help from SMU’s
learning differences specialist, Alexa Taylor,
she found resources to help her become
more organized and learned of accommodations to help her succeed.
By her sophomore year, Harrison became
an advocate for students with learning
differences, serving with four other SMU
students on a panel at the International
Dyslexia Association annual conference in
Seattle, Washington. She also became active
in Students For New Learning, a campus
organization for students with learning differences.
“I want to get the word out to students
with learning differences – you can do this.”
The Girl Who Learned Differently is available
at homepage.shelton.org/

edman College Ambassadors hosted the Pick-Your-Major fair for undecided students, high-

offers encouragement to students

lighting Dedman College’s 85 majors and minors ranging from anthropology to Japanese to

with learning differences in the book

women’s and gender studies. Economics is the most popular Dedman College major for undergraduates and graduates, followed by psychology and sociology.

inety SMU students pack the
front rows of the Dallas
Museum of Art’s auditorium
each Thursday afternoon for a threehour class that draws upon a unique
museum exhibit. “The Mourners:
Medieval Tomb Sculptures from the
Court of Burgundy” features 40
medieval masterpieces, alabaster
sculptures commissioned for the elaborate tomb of John the Fearless, the
second duke of Burgundy, France.
The sculptures, never exhibited outA Dallas Museum of Art exhibition of “The Mourners,”
40 alabaster sculptures from an elaborate medieval tomb,
side of Dijon, France, are midway
provided inspiration for a one-time medieval studies course.
through a seven-city U.S. tour while their
exhibit space at Dijon’s Muse des Beaux
Arts undergoes renovation. SMU medieval studies professors Bonnie Wheeler and Jeremy
Adams seized the opportunity to create a one-time class based on the exhibit and its insight
into medieval history, politics, literature, ceremony and religion. They collaborated
with Rick Brettell, Margaret McDermott Distinguished Chair of Art and Aesthetics, University
of Texas at Dallas, to teach the class along with guest lecturers from universities throughout
the country. Forty UTD students attend the class along with a growing number of visitors.
Museum members and paying visitors also may visit the “Majesty, Memory and Mourning
in the Late Middle Ages” class that meets Thursday afternoons from 3 to 6 p.m. in the
Horchow Auditorium.
“The class is almost like a puzzle,” says Rachel Allen, senior art history and Spanish major
and medieval studies minor. “Each week we receive a new piece, and
it is our job to assemble a complete image of the Mourners in medieval
France as the class progresses. The visiting faculty members are prestigious scholars in their fields and have encouraged the students to ask
questions. I feel like a kid in a candy store.”
A class of this scope is unprecedented for the Dallas Museum
of Art, says Lisa Kays, DMA manager of adult programming.
The court of Burgundy was the most brilliant manifestation of
late medieval Europe, says Bonnie Wheeler, associate professor of English and director of medieval studies.
“During the 15th century, when these masterful tomb figures were made, the court oversaw the creation of the Order of
the Golden Fleece on the one hand, and on the other, the
system of banking and finance that linked northern and southern Europe more powerfully than ever before. In addition, the
ducal family were patrons of the most important manuscripts
and tapestries created in medieval Europe.”
The exhibit will return to Dijon in 2012, and its one-time SMU
and UTD class will wrap up in December. But students and faculty
have no regrets.
“Life is short, memory is long,” Wheeler says.
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Harrison, a 2009 sociology graduate,

D

Unique medieval studies class sheds light
on DMA exhibit

based on her own experiences.

F A C U LT Y K U D O S
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OHAN ELVERSKOG, professor of reli-

gious studies, is the author of Buddhism

and Islam on the Silk Road: Encounters with
Asia (University of Pennsylvania Press,
2010).
RICHARD JONES, professor of biological

sciences, received a Norman Hackerman
Advanced Research Program grant from the
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
to study “Purification of a Novel Polycombgroup Protein Complex.”
ISAAC MBITI, assistant professor of eco-

nomics, received a National Science Foundation grant for study of experimental
evidence on returns to vocational education
in Kenya. He also was named a 2010
National Academy of Education/Spencer
Postdoctoral Fellow.
PAVEL NADOLSKY, assistant professor

of physics, received a grant from the U.S.
Department of Energy for his research on
integrated analysis of particle interactions
at hadron colliders.
NIA PARSON, assistant professor of anthro-

pology, received a Hogg Foundation Mental
Health Research Grant for Tenure-Track
Assistant Professors in Texas for a pilot project examining appropriate mental health
care for Mexican immigrant women in
Dallas who suffer domestic violence.
JAMES QUICK, associate vice president

for research, dean of graduate studies and
professor of Earth sciences, was awarded
the Capellini Medal from the Italian Geological Society for his discovery of a 280 million-year-old fossil supervolcano in the
Italian Alps. The award is presented to foreign geoscientists who make a significant
contribution to Italian geology.
AMY PINKHAM and LORELEI SIMPSON,

assistant professors of psychology, were
awarded a faculty research grant from the
Hogg Foundation for Mental Health for their
study of social cognition and relationship
discord in cases of severe mental illness.
R. HAL WILLIAMS, professor of history, is

the author of Realigning America: McKinley,
Bryan, and the Remarkable Election of 1896
(University Press of Kansas, 2010).

Images courtesy of the Dallas Museum of Art.
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SEEN AND HEARD

(left) Embrey Human Rights program benefactors Lauren and Gayle Embrey were
honored at the opening of new program
offices in Clements Hall. From left, Dedman
College Dean Bill Tsutsui, Provost Paul
Ludden, Lauren Embrey, President R. Gerald
Turner and Vice President for Development
and External Affairs Brad Cheves attended
the open house.

(above) Dedman College graduate
students Metin Eren, Faith Nibbs,
Rozmin Daya and Jonathan Mitchell
presented highlights of their
research at a reception hosted by
Caren Prothro, chair of the SMU
Board of Trustees, (second from left).
(right) History Professor Jeremy
Adams (right) spoke with Marjorie
and Fred Currey at a Dedman College
event honoring Adams’ achievements.

At the 2010 Dedman Col
lege Awards ceremony
political
science, finance and Fre
nch major Charanya Kri
shnaswami
received the Robert and
Nancy Dedman Outsta
nding Senior
Student Award; Fred Oln
ess, professor of physic
s, was named
Dedman Family Disting
uished Professor and Kyl
e Bagwell
'83, the Donald L. Lucas
Professor of Economics
at Stanford
University, received the
Dedman College Disting
uished
Graduate Award.

