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INSTRUCTIONS FOR:

2016–2017 Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA)
(for House Bill 1403/Senate Bill 1528 students only)

Which financial aid application should I use?

Residency Status 
Free Application for Federal  

Student Aid (FAFSA) 
Texas Application for

State Financial Aid (TASFA)

I am a U.S. citizen. ü
I am a permanent resident with an  
Alien Registration Card (I-551). ü

I am a conditional permanent resident 
with visa type I-551C. ü
I am an eligible noncitizen with an Arrival/ 
Departure Record (I-94) showing one of 
the following: 

• Refugee 
• Asylum granted 
• Parolee (for a minimum of one year) 
• Cuban-Haitian entrant 

ü

I do not meet one of the statuses above; 
however, I have been classified as a Texas 
resident and therefore am eligible to pay the 
Texas in-state tuition rate. My classification 
as a Texas resident is NOT due to an in-state 
scholarship or assistantship. 

ü

The statuses described above pertain to the student who is applying for financial aid. The parent’s resident status does not impact the 
student’s eligibility to apply for financial aid. 

If you meet one of the residency statuses above, complete the FAFSA at www.fafsa.gov. For more information on the eligibility 
requirements for federal student aid programs, go to www.studentaid.ed.gov. 

Priority deadlines: You should apply as early as possible, but no earlier than January 1, 2016. Most state aid is awarded on a first-come, 
first-served basis. It is recommended that you apply by February as some grants require that your application be approved by no later 
than March 15th.
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Student’s Checklist

	 1. 	 Apply for admissions: Complete your admissions 
application prior to completing the Texas Application 
for State Financial Aid (TASFA).  

	 2. 	 Confirm your eligibility for House Bill 1403/Senate 
Bill 1528: Contact the appropriate office, typically 
the registrar’s or admissions office of your college 
or university, in order to find out if you meet the 
requirements to be classified as a Texas resident under 
House Bill 1403/Senate Bill 1528.  

	 3. 	 File taxes: The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) requires 
you and/or your parents to file a tax return if either 
you or your parents meet the income thresholds 
established annually by the IRS. For more 
information regarding income thresholds, go  
to www. irs.gov and see IRS Publication 17, Table 1-1: 
Filing Requirements for Most Taxpayers.

		  Request an individual taxpayer identification 
number (ITIN): Individuals who do not have a Social 
Security Number can apply for an ITIN using a W-7 Tax 
Form. For more information, go to www. irs.gov. 

	 4. 	 Register with the Selective Service (males only): 
If you are a male between the ages of 18 and 25, 
you must register with the Selective Service. You can 
obtain a registration form at your local post office. 

	 5. 	 Check Appendix A of TASFA: Appendix A contains 
the list of schools that currently accept the TASFA. If the 
college or university that you plan to attend is not on 
this list, check with the college’s financial aid office to 
determine which application the college prefers. You 
will most likely have to complete a paper copy of the 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 	

	 6. 	 Complete the TASFA: Complete the TASFA. Print 
the completed form and mail it to the college or 
university you plan to attend. You are only required to 
submit the application piece (without the instructions) 
to your college or university. Do not leave any blanks. 
Enter “N/A” if a question does not apply to you. 

a. 	If you are male, attach a copy of proof of 
registration with Selective Service: Attach a 
copy of the registration acknowledgement card to 
the TASFA. Your college will not be able to release 
state funds until you provide them with your 
acknowledgement card. 

b. 	Attach a copy of 2015 income tax return(s) and 
tax transcript: If you are required to file taxes, 
the college will not process your TASFA until you 
provide a copy of your tax return(s) and W-2’s.

c. 	Order a free copy of tax return transcript —  
To order a tax transcript, go to www. irs.gov  
or call 1-800-908-9946. 

d.	 Include cash earnings: If you and/or your parents 
did not have to file a federal income tax return, but 
earned wages which were paid in cash, report those 
cash earnings on item 33 of the TASFA.

	
	 7. 	 Follow up on your TASFA: To check the status of 

your application, contact your college's or university’s 
financial aid office. Contact information can be obtained 
by visiting the college’s website. College/university 
websites are provided on Appendix A of the TASFA.  

Help is available.  
For assistance with the TASFA, call  
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Section I: Student Information

1. 	 Were you born before January 1, 1993?  
Note that if you were born on January 1, 1993,  
you should answer “No.” 

2. 	 As of today, are you married?  
Answer “Yes” if you are married as of the date that you 
complete the application. Answer “Yes” if you are separated 
but not divorced. 

In the state of Texas, common-law marriages are recognized. 
Therefore, if you meet the state’s requirements to be 
considered common-law married, answer “Yes” to this 
question. For more information on common law marriage in 
Texas, go to www.co.travis.tx.us/dro/common_law.asp. 

3. 	 Are you in a graduate program of study?  
You should answer “Yes” if you will be enrolled in a master’s 
or doctoral program in the initial term you attend in the 
2016–2017 academic year. If you will be finishing your 
bachelor’s degree in the initial term of the academic year  
and then moving on to a master’s or doctoral degree you 
should first answer “No.” Once you have completed the 
bachelor’s degree, you must notify the financial aid office  
at the college or university that you will be attending.  

4. 	 Do you have at least one child that you support?  
Answer “Yes” if you have at least one child who receives 
at least 50% of his or her financial support from you. An 
applicant whose unborn child will be born before the end 
of the academic year (June 30, 2017) may answer “Yes.” 
Note that financial support is the issue here; it does not 
matter whether the child lives with you or not. 

5. 	 Do you have dependents other than a child or spouse?  
Answer “Yes” only if at least one dependent lives with you 
and receives more than half of their support from you, now 
and through June 30, 2017.  

6. 	 Are you or were you an orphan or ward of the court?  
Answer “Yes” if at any time since you turned age 13, 

•	 You had no living parent (biological or adoptive) even  
if you are now adopted; 

•	 You were in foster care even if you are no longer in foster 
care today or; 

•	 You were a dependent/ward of the court even if you are 
no longer a dependent/ward of the court today. 

The financial aid administrator at your school may require 
you to provide proof that you were in foster  
care or a dependent or ward of the court. 

7 & 8.	 As determined by a court in Texas, are you or were you an 
emancipated minor or in legal guardianship?  
Answer “Yes” if you can provide a copy of the court’s 
decision that as of today you are an emancipated minor  
or are in legal guardianship. 

Also, answer “Yes” if you can provide a copy of a court’s 
decision that you were an emancipated minor or were in legal 
guardianship immediately before you reached the age of 
being an adult in Texas. The court must be located in your state 
of legal residence at the time the court’s decision was issued. 

Answer “No” if you are still a minor and the court decision 
is no longer in effect or the court decision was not in 
effect at the time you became an adult. The financial aid 
administrator at your school may require you to provide 
additional information such as a copy of the court’s decision. 

9, 10, & 11.	 Are you an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or 
at risk of being homeless?  
Answer “Yes” if you received a determination at any time 
on or after July 1, 2015, that you were an unaccompanied 
youth who was homeless or, for question 11, at risk of 
being homeless. 

•	 Homeless - means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate 
housing, which includes living in shelters, motels, or cars, 
or temporarily living with other people because you had 
nowhere else to go. 

•	 Unaccompanied - means you are not living in the 
physical custody of your parent or guardian 

•	 Youth - means you are 21 years of age or younger or 
you are still enrolled in high school as of the day you 
sign this application. 

Answer “No” if you are not homeless or at risk of being 
homeless, or if you do not have a determination. You 
should contact your financial aid office for assistance 
if you do not have a determination but believe you are 
an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or are an 
unaccompanied youth providing for your own living 
expenses who is at risk of being homeless. 

The financial aid administrator at your college may require 
you to provide a copy of the determination if you answered 
“Yes” to one of these questions. 

Section II: Household Information 

12. 	 If you are classified as a dependent student (according 
to Section I of this application), list the names and ages 
of ALL family members, including your parent(s), who 
will be supported by your parent(s) from July 1, 2016  
to June 30, 2017.

These should include: 

•	 yourself 

•	 your custodial parent (your mother or father) 

•	 your custodial parent’s spouse (e.g., your mother  
or stepmother, or father or stepfather) 

•	 any dependent child under the age of 18 who lives in 
your custodial parent’s household 

•	 any sibling who is a dependent student attending college 

•	 any other person receiving more than 50 percent of his 
or her financial support from your custodial parent 

If you are classified an independent student (according to 
Section I of this application), list the names and ages of ALL 
family members in your household whom you will support 
from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, including: 

•	 yourself

•	 your spouse 

•	 any dependent child under the age of 18 who lives with you 

•	 any dependent child of your spouse  

•	 any other person receiving more than 50 percent of his 
or her financial support from you or your spouse 

For any dependent student who is attending college on 
at least a half-time basis, write the name of the college. 
Do not include your parent if he or she is going to college. 
Attach an additional sheet if necessary. 

Instructions	



2016–2017 Texas Application for State Financial Aid 4

A foster parent, a legal guardian, or a grandparent or other 
relative is not considered a parent for purposes of filing 
this application unless that person has legally adopted the 
student. A person who has been granted power of attorney 
for a student is not a legal guardian. 

Section III: Additional Information
13. 	 As of today, are you or your spouse a dislocated worker?  

In general, a person is considered a dislocated worker if he 
or she meets one of the following conditions. The person:

•	 Has lost his or her job.

•	 Has been laid off or received a lay-off notice  
from his or her job.

•	 Is receiving unemployment benefits due to being  
laid off or losing a job and is unlikely to return to a 
previous occupation. 

•	 Is self-employed but is unemployed due  
to economic conditions or natural disaster.

•	 Is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker is 
generally a person who previously provided unpaid 
services to the family (e.g., stay-at-home mom or dad), 
is no longer supported by the husband or wife, is 
unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble 
finding or upgrading employment. 

If a person quits work, generally he or she is not considered 
a dislocated worker. 

Answer “Yes” to question 13 if you are, or your spouse  
is, a dislocated worker.

Answer “No” to question 13 if neither you nor your spouse  
is a dislocated worker.

Answer “Don’t know” to question 13 if you are not sure 
whether you or your spouse is a dislocated worker. You can 
contact your financial aid office for assistance in answering 
this question. The financial aid administrator may require 
you to provide proof if you answer Yes to question 13. 

14. 	 Did you work in 2015?   
If you worked during the year (e.g. January 1, 2015–
December 31, 2015), your college will need to know 
your earnings and whether you filed a tax return and/or 
received a W-2 form from the IRS. Be prepared to provide 
documentation of your earnings. 

	 Did you file a U.S. federal or foreign income tax return  
for 2015? 
Indicate whether you have already completed, are going to 
complete, or will not file a tax return for 2015. If “Yes,” you 
must attach a copy of your tax return, tax transcript, and 
W-2’s to this application.  

15. 	 What is your marital status?  
Report your marital status as of the date you sign your TASFA. 

16. 	 Have you been convicted of a felony or a crime involving 
a controlled substance?  
This question asks whether you have been convicted of 
a felony or offense involving a controlled substance (e.g. 
drugs, alcohol). If you answer “Yes” to this question, you 
must complete Worksheet 1: Confirmation of Eligibility 
found at www.aie.org/State/TASFA/. Sign and return the 
completed form to the financial aid office.  

17. 	 Do you have authorization to work in the U.S.? 
If you have been approved for Deferred Action of 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA), you could be eligible for the 
Texas College Work-Study Program. Your college will 
require proof of your authorization to work in the U.S.  
(e.g. copy of your SSN card).  

18. 	 What are your housing plans for 2016–2017?  
Indicate whether you will be living on campus, living  
off campus, or living at your parent’s or relative’s home.  

19. 	 At the start of the 2016–2017 academic year, indicate 
whether you will be enrolled: 

•	 Full time - 12 credit hours or more 

•	 3/4 time - 9-11 credit hours   

•	 1/2 time - 6-8 credit hours or 

•	 Less than 1/2 time - less than 6 credit hours 

20. 	 Have you received funds from TEXAS Grant, TEOG  
or Top 10% Scholarship Program while attending  
a prior institution?    
In determining your awards package, schools will take 
into consideration your receipt of these funds at a prior 
institution. Depending on the availability of funds, you may 
qualify for additional funds at the current institution. Also, if 
you are a transfer student who graduated with an Associates 
degree prior to attending the current institution, you must 
enter the date that you received the Associates degree.

21. 	 Did your parents work in 2015?   
If at least one of your parents worked during the year  
(e.g. January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015), your college will 
need to know their earnings and whether they filed a tax 
return and/or received a W-2 form from the IRS. Be prepared 
to provide documentation of your parent’s earnings. 

	 Did your parents file a U.S. federal or foreign income tax 
return for 2015? 
Indicate whether your parent(s) have already completed, 
are going to complete, or will not file a tax return for 2015. If 
“Yes,” you must attach a copy of your parent's tax return, tax 
transcript, and W-2’s to this application. 

22. 	 As of today, are either of your parents a dislocated worker?  
In general, a person is considered a dislocated worker if he 
or she meets one of the following conditions. The person:

•	 Has lost his or her job.

•	 Has been laid off or received a lay-off notice from his  
or her job.

•	 Is receiving unemployment benefits due  
to being laid off or losing a job and is unlikely  
to return to a previous occupation. 

•	 Is self employed but is unemployed due  
to economic conditions or natural disaster.

•	 Is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker is 
generally a person who previously provided unpaid 
services to the family (e.g., stay-at-home mom or dad), 
is no longer supported by the husband or wife, is 
unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble 
finding or upgrading employment. 

If a person quits work, generally he or she is not considered 
a dislocated worker. 

Answer “Yes” to question 22 if either of your parents 
is a dislocated worker.

Answer “No” to question 22 if neither of your parents  
is a dislocated worker.

Answer “Don’t know” to question 22 if you are not sure 
whether either of your parents is a dislocated worker. 

You can contact your financial aid office for assistance in 
answering this question. The financial aid administrator may 
require you to provide proof if you answer Yes to question 22. 

Instructions	
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23.	 What is your parent’s marital status?  
If your parents are married, as defined by the Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA), select “married/remarried” and 
include income information for both parents in sections 
IV and V. If your parents are divorced, but have remarried, 
please include income information for your custodial 
parent and his/her current spouse. 

	 If your parents (biological and/or adoptive) are not married 
to each other and live together, select “unmarried and both 
parents living together,” and provide information about 
both of them regardless of their gender. 

24–27. 	 Father’s/mother’s highest level of education completed 
and date of birth 
Some institutional programs use the information provided 
here to offer aid to first-generation college students. 

Section IV: Untaxed Income, Income Exclusions, and Assets
Part A: Annual Untaxed Income 

28. 	 Child support received 
Report child support that you and either your spouse or 
your parent(s), as applicable, received for all children during 
2015. Do not include foster care or adoption payments. 

29. 	 Tax exempt interest income 
If you filed a tax return, you can find it on IRS form  
1040-line 8b or 1040A line 8b. 

30.	 Housing, food, and other living allowances 
Housing, food, and other living allowances provided to 
you or your parents must be reported when they are part 
of a compensation package received for a job. Include 
cash payments and cash value of benefits. If you received 
free room and board in 2015 for a job, you must report the 
value of the room and board as untaxed income. (For this 
category, “housing allowances” excludes rent subsidies for 
low-income housing.) 

31.	 Other untaxed income not reported, such as worker’s 
compensation, disability 
Don’t include student aid, earned income credit, child 
tax credit, untaxed Social Security benefits, Workforce 
Investment Act educational benefits, combat pay  
(if you are not a tax filer), benefits from flexible spending 
arrangements (e.g., cafeteria plans), foreign income 
exclusion, or credit for federal tax on special fuels. 

32. 	 Money you received (or bills someone else paid for you) not 
reported elsewhere on this form 
Report any cash support that you (the student) receive from 
a friend or relative. Cash support includes payments made on 
your behalf. For instance, if your aunt pays your rent or utility 
bill that you would otherwise be obligated to pay yourself, you 
must report that financial support in this section. 

33. 	 List any income that was paid in cash or other means for 
which a tax return was not filed or a W-2 form was not 
provided (i.e., wages not listed on taxes or W-2 forms). 

Part B: Annual Income Exclusions 

34. 	 Child support paid 
Report any child support payments paid by you and either 
your spouse or your parent(s), as applicable, during 2015 as a 
result of divorce, separation, or some other legal requirement. 
Keep in mind that these payments are payments made to a 
child(ren) not living in your or your parent(s)’ household.  

	 For purposes of this application, a child is a member of 
your household if you provide more than half of the child’s 
support, whether the child lives with you or not. 

35. 	 Taxable earnings from State Work-Study or other need-
based work programs 
These are earnings from need-based work programs  
and need-based employment portions of fellowships  
and assistantships. 

36.	 Taxable scholarships and grants reported on  
a 2015 tax return 
Report any student grant and scholarship aid that was 
reported to the IRS on your or your parent(s)’ 2015 federal 
income tax return. This includes benefits such as awards, living 
allowances, and interest accrual payments as well as grant and 
scholarship portions of fellowships and assistantships. 

Part C: Assets 

37.	 As of today, balance of cash, savings, and  
checking accounts 
Do not include student financial aid in this amount. 

38.	 As of today, investment net worth (do not include the 
home you live in or the balance of retirement plans 
Net worth means current value minus debt. If net worth is 
negative, enter 0. 

Investment value – investment debt = net worth  
of investments 

If you or your parent(s) own real estate or investments other 
than your principal residence, investment value equals 
the amount the investments are worth today. Investment 
debt equals how much you and either your spouse or your 
parent(s), as applicable, owe on real estate and investments 
other than your principal residence. Investment debt means 
only those debts that are related to the investments. 

Investments include real estate (do not include the home 
you live in), trust funds, UGMA and UTMA accounts, money 
market funds, mutual funds, certificates of deposit, stocks, 
stock options, bonds, other securities, installment and land 
sale contracts (including mortgages held), commodities, etc. 

Investments also include qualified educational benefits 
or education savings accounts (e.g., Coverdell savings 
accounts, 529 college savings plans and the refund value 
of 529 prepaid tuition plans). For an independent student, 
the accounts owned by the student and/or the student’s 
spouse are reported as investments here under the 
“Student/Spouse” column. For a dependent student, the 
accounts are reported as parental investments here under 
the “Parent(s)” column, including all accounts owned by the 
parents for any member of the household. 

Investments do not include the home you live in, the 
value of life insurance, retirement plans (401[k] plans, 
pension funds, annuities, non-education IRAs, Keogh 
plans, etc.) or cash, savings, and checking accounts already 
reported in question 37. 

Investments also do not include UGMA and UTMA accounts 
for which you are the custodian, but not the owner. 

39.	 As of today, net worth of current business(es)  
	 and/or investment farm(s)

Business and/or investment farm value includes the market 
value of land, buildings, machinery, equipment, inventory, etc. 

Business and/or investment farm debt means only those 
debts for which the business or investment farm was used 
as collateral. 

Business value does not include the value of a small 
business if your family owns and controls more than 50 
percent of the business and the business has 100 or fewer 
full-time or full-time equivalent employees. For small 

Instructions	
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business value, your family includes (1) persons directly 
related to you, such as parent, sister or cousin, or (2) 
persons who are or were related to you by marriage, such 
as a spouse, stepparent, or sister-in-law. 

Investment farm value does not include the value of a 
family farm that you (your spouse and/or your parents) live 
on and operate. 

Section V: Total Family Income 
40. 	 Total Family Earnings: In order to accurately assess 

your financial situation, your college/university needs to 
account for all sources of income. In cases where your 
family’s earnings from employment are at or above the IRS 
filing threshold requirements, the financial aid office will 
require that you file tax taxes before processing your TASFA. 
Tax filing requirements can be found in IRS Publication 
17, Table 1-1: Filing Requirements for Most Taxpayers. See 
https://www.irs.gov/uac/About-Publication-17

	 Nontax filers: If you and/or your parents did not meet either 
of the IRS income filing thresholds, you will not be required to 
file taxes for financial aid purposes. However, you will need to 
provide a breakdown of your living expenses and explain the 
sources of income that you used to pay for those expenses.  
Your financial aid office may require that you provide 
additional documentation, so follow-up with them directly. 

	 Self-employment: If you and/or your parent(s) are “self-
employed”, you and or your parents will be required to file an 
income tax return if net earnings (e.g. business expenses minus 
business income) from self-employment were $400 or more. 
The IRS defines “self-employed” as either of the following: 

•	 You carry on a trade or business as a sole proprietor or 
an independent contractor.

•	 You are a member of a partnership that carries on a 
trade or business.

•	 You are otherwise in business for yourself (including a 
part-time business)

For more details go to /www.irs.gov/Individuals/Self-Employed

Section VI: Statement of Selective Service Registration Status 
41. 	 Selective Service Registration Status  

If you are male between the ages of 18 and 25, you must 
register with Selective Service in order to qualify for any 
type of state aid (regardless of residency status). 

	 You may obtain a Selective Service registration form from 
any local post office. Complete this registration form and 
mail it to the Selective Service System office.

	 As soon as you receive your registration acknowledgement 
card, you should provide a copy of this acknowledgement 
card to the financial aid office of the institution you are 
attending or plan to attend. While you wait to receive your 
acknowledgement card, you can still complete the TASFA 
by checking the last box.   

	 Certification of Registration Status 
Under Texas Education Code, Section 51.9095, if you are 
currently of the age and gender requiring registration with 
Selective Service, but knowingly and willfully fail to do so, 
you are ineligible to receive funds from the State of Texas. 

	 Exemptions 
Almost all male U.S. citizens, and male noncitizens living in the 
U.S. who are 18 to 25 years of age, are required to register with 
Selective Service. Some noncitizens are required to register 
and others are not. Noncitizens not required to register 
include men who are in the U.S. on student or visitor visas, 
and men who are part of a diplomatic or trade mission 

and their families. Almost all other male noncitizens are 
required to register, including undocumented residents, 
legal permanent residents, and refugees. 

	 Non-Registrants  
If you are not registered as required, you are presently not 
eligible to receive state aid and should register promptly at 
a United States post office. 

	 Privacy Act Statement  
Because information on your registration status is essential 
for determining whether you are in compliance with the 
Selective Service law, failure to provide the information 
requested by this statement will prevent you from 
receiving state aid. This information is subject to 
verification with the Selective Service System. 

	 False Statement Notification  
A false statement may be grounds for your state aid  
to be suspended. 

	 Review  
Should any question arise regarding your registration or 
eligibility for an exemption, you may request an official 
“status information” letter from the Selective Service 
System by calling 1-888-655-1825. As an alternative, you 
may send a written request to the Selective Service System 
at P.O. Box 94638, Palatine, IL 60094-4638. 

42. 	 a. 	 Student and Parent Signature  
Remember to sign your name on the application. Also, 
if you are classified as a dependent student, one of your 
parents must sign the application. The application will not 
be processed until all required signatures are included. 

	 b. 	 High School Counselor 
This section applies only to those students who will be 
*first-year college students (freshmen) in the 2016–
2017 academic year. If extenuating circumstances exist 
that preclude your parent from signing this form, your high 
school counselor can sign this form in lieu of your parents. 

	 When a high school counselor signs this form on behalf of 
the student’s parent, the high school counselor is attesting 
to the accuracy of the information provided on the 
application based on his or her knowledge of the student’s 
situation. Also, by signing the form, the counselor agrees 
to cooperate with the college or university’s financial aid 
administrator in providing documentation that verifies the 
student’s family circumstances and economic situation. 

	 The option of allowing the high school counselor to 
sign this form is simply for the purpose of establishing a 
connection between the high school counselor and the 
college’s financial aid administrator to help clarify and 
document the student’s circumstances. 

	 Some college and university financial aid administrators 
may want to contact the high school counselor for 
additional information and documentation. Therefore, the 
high school counselor must provide the following contact 
information: name, title, telephone number, e-mail address, 
and mailing address. 

	 Also, privacy laws may limit the information that your 
financial aid administrator may discuss with your high school 
counselor. Therefore, you may need to provide an official 
authorization that permits your financial aid administrator to 
discuss your situation with your high school counselor. 

*	 If you will not be a first-year college student in academic 
year 2016–2017, but have extenuating circumstances that 
preclude your parents from signing this from, contact the 
college’s financial aid office.

Instructions	
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College/university Location Website
Abilene Christian University Abilene www.acu.edu

Alamo Community Colleges San Antonio, St. Phillips, Palo Alto, Northwest Vista www.alamo.edu

Amarillo College Amarillo www.actx.edu

Angelo State University San Angelo www.angelo.edu

Austin College Sherman www.austincollege.edu

Austin Community College All locations www.austincc.edu

Baylor University Waco www.baylor.edu

Brazosport College Lake Jackson www.brazosport.edu

Brookhaven College Farmers Branch www.brookhavencollege.edu

Cedar Valley College Lancaster www.cedarvalleycollege.edu

Central Texas College Killeen www.ctcd.edu

Cisco College Cisco www.cisco.edu 

Coastal Bend College Beeville, Alice, Kingsville, Pleasanton www.coastalbend.edu

College of the Mainland Texas City www.com.edu

Collin County Community College District Spring Creek Campus, Central Park, Preston Ridge www.collin.edu

Concordia University Austin www.concordia.edu

Dallas Baptist University Dallas www.dbu.edu

Del Mar College	 Corpus Christi www.delmar.edu

Eastfield College Mesquite www.eastfieldcollege.edu

East Texas Baptist University Marshall www.etbu.edu

El Centro College Dallas www.elcentrocollege.edu

El Paso Community College El Paso www.epcc.edu

Frank Phillips College Borger www.fpctx.edu

Grayson College Denison www.grayson.edu

Hill College Hillsboro, Cleburne www.hillcollege.edu

Houston Community College District Houston www.hccs.edu

Howard College Big Spring www.howardcollege.edu

Howard Payne University Brownwood www.hputx.edu

Jarvis Christian College Hawkins www.jarvis.edu

Lamar University Beaumont www.lamar.edu

Laredo Community College Laredo www.laredo.edu

Lee College Baytown www.lee.edu

Lon Morris College Jacksonville www.lonmorris.edu

Lonestar College System  North Harris, Kingwood, Tomball, Montgomery, Cy-fair, 
University Park www.lonestar.edu

Lubbock Christian University Lubbock www.lcu.edu

McLennan Community College Waco www.mclennan.edu

McMurry University Abilene www.mcm.edu

Midland College Midland www.midland.edu

Midwestern State University Wichita Falls www.mwsu.edu

Mountain View College Dallas www.mountainviewcollege.edu

Navarro College Corsicana www.navarrocollege.edu

Northeast Texas Community College Mt. Pleasant www.ntcc.edu

North Lake College Irving www.northlakecollege.edu

Odessa College Odessa www.odessa.edu

Panola College Carthage www.panola.edu

Paris Junior College Paris, Greenville, Sulphur Springs www.parisjc.edu

Paul Quinn College Dallas www.pqc.edu

Prairie View A&M University Prairie View www.pvamu.edu

Appendix A 	 Colleges and universities that accept the Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA) 
2016–2017	 Current as of December 2015

http://www.actx.edu
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College/university Location Website
Ranger College Ranger www.rangercollege.edu

Richland College Richardson www.richlandcollege.edu

Sam Houston State University Huntsville www.shsu.edu

San Jacinto College Pasadena www.sjcd.edu

Schreiner University Kerrville www.schreiner.edu

Southern Methodist University Dallas www.smu.edu

South Texas College McAllen www.southtexascollege.edu

Southwestern Adventist University Keene www.swau.edu

Southwestern Assemblies of God University Waxahachie www.sagu.edu

St. Edward’s University Austin www.stedwards.edu

St. Mary’s University San Antonio www.stmarytx.edu

Stephen F. Austin State University Nacogdoches www.sfasu.edu

Sul Ross State University Alpine www.sulross.edu

Tarleton State University Stephenville www.tarleton.edu

Tarrant County College All locations www.tccd.edu

Temple College Temple www.templejc.edu

Texas College Tyler www.texascollege.edu

Texas A&M International University – Laredo Laredo www.tamiu.edu

Texas A&M University — College Station College Station www.tamu.edu

Texas A&M University — Commerce Commerce www.tamu-commerce.edu

Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi Corpus Christi www.tamucc.edu

Texas A&M University — Galveston Galveston www.tamug.edu

Texas A&M – Health Science Center All locations www.tamhsc.edu

Texas A&M University – Kingsville Kingsville www.tamuk.edu

Texas A&M University – San Antonio San Antonio www.tamusa.tamus.edu

Texas A&M University – Texarkana Texarkana www.tamut.edu

Texas Christian University Fort Worth www.tcu.edu

Texas Lutheran University Seguin www.tlu.edu

Texas Southern University Houston www.tsu.edu

Texas Southmost College Brownsville www.tsc.edu

Texas State Technical College Harlingen www.harlingen.tstc.edu

Texas State Technical College West Texas  Sweetwater www.westtexas.tstc.edu

Texas State Technical College Waco www.waco.tstc.edu

Texas State University San Marcos www.txstate.edu

Texas Tech University Lubbock www.ttu.edu

Texas Wesleyan University Fort Worth www.txwes.edu

Texas Woman’s University Denton www.twu.edu

The University of Texas at Arlington Arlington www.uta.edu

The University of Texas at Austin Austin www.utexas.edu

The University of Texas at Dallas Richardson www.utdallas.edu

The University of Texas at El Paso El Paso www.utep.edu

The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley Brownsville, Edinburg www.utrgv.edu

The University of Texas at San Antonio San Antonio www.utsa.edu

The University of Texas at Tyler Tyler www.uttyler.edu

The University of Texas Health Science Center Houston www.uth.edu

The University of Texas Health Science Center San Antonio www.uthscsa.edu 

The University of Texas Health Science Center Tyler www.uthealth.org

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center Houston www.mdanderson.org

The University of Texas Medical Branch Galveston www.utmb.edu

The University of Texas-Pan American Edinburg www.utpa.edu

Appendix A 	 Colleges and universities that accept the Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA) 
2016–2017	 Current as of December 2015
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College/university Location Website
Trinity Valley Community College Athens www.tvcc.edu

Tyler Junior College Tyler www.tjc.edu

University of Dallas Irving www.udallas.edu

University of Houston-Clearlake Houston www.uhcl.edu

University of Houston - Downtown Houston www.uhd.edu

University of Houston Houston  www.uh.edu

University of Houston - Victoria Victoria www.uhv.edu

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor Belton www.umhb.edu

University of North Texas Dallas www.untdallas.edu

University of North Texas Denton www.unt.edu

University of North Texas Health Science Center Fort Worth www.hsc.unt.edu

University of St. Thomas Houston www.stthom.edu

Vernon College Vernon www.vernoncollege.edu

Victoria College Victoria  www.victoriacollege.edu

Wayland Baptist University Plainview www.wbu.edu

Weatherford College Weatherford www.wc.edu

Western Texas College Snyder www.wtc.edu

Wharton County Junior College Wharton www.wcjc.edu

Appendix A 	 Colleges and universities that accept the Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA) 
2016–2017	 Current as of December 2015
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2016–2017 Texas Application for State Financial Aid (TASFA)
For House Bill 1403/Senate Bill 1528 students only: House Bill 1403 from the 2001 State Legislative Session/Senate Bill 1528 from the 2005 
State Legislative Session allows certain categories of foreign-born and immigrant students in the State of Texas to qualify for residency under 
Texas Education Code Chapter 54, Section 54.052(a)(3). This state law allows such students to pay the resident tuition rate while attending public 
institutions of higher education in Texas, and be classified as state residents for tuition purposes. As Texas residents, such students are eligible to 
apply for some student financial aid programs offered by the State of Texas.

Name

Street address	

City	 State	 ZIP code	

Telephone	

Email address	

Date of birth (MM/DD/YYYY)	 College Student ID#	

High School (where you received or will receive your high school diploma):	

High School City: 	 Date of Graduation:	

Grade Level beginning in 2016–2017: 
  Never attended college and 1st year undergraduate
  Attended college before and 1st year undergraduate
  2nd year undergraduate/sophomore
  3rd year undergraduate/junior
  4th year undergraduate/senior
  5th year/other undergraduate
  1st year graduate/professional
  Continuing graduate/professional or beyond

Degree or certificate I am seeking:
  1st bachelor's degree
  2nd bachelor's degree
  Associate degree
  Certificate or diploma
  Teaching credential (non-degree program)
  Graduate or professional degree
  Other/Undecided

Section I: Student Information

1.	 Were you born before January 1, 1993?	   Yes	   No

2.	 As of today, are you married?	   Yes	   No

3.	 Are you in a graduate program of study? (e.g., master’s or doctoral program)	   Yes	   No	

4.	 Do you have at least one child that you support?	   Yes	   No

5.	 Do you have dependents other than your children or spouse that you support? 	   Yes	   No

6.	 Are you or were you an orphan or ward of the court?	   Yes	   No

7.	 Are you or were you an emancipated minor as determined by the state’s court? 	   Yes	   No

8.	 Are you or were you in legal guardianship as determined by the state’s court? 	   Yes	   No

9.	 Did your high school or school district homeless liaison determine that you were an  
unaccompanied youth who was homeless? 	   Yes	   No

10.	 Did the director of an emergency shelter program funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and  
Urban Development determine that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless?	   Yes	   No

11.	 Did the director of a runaway or homeless youth basic center or transitional living program determine that 
you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or were self-supporting  and at risk of being homeless?	   Yes	   No

For purposes of this application, if you answered “No” to all of the questions above, you are considered a dependent student and must include 
parental income information on this form. 
 

If you answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, you are considered an independent student and are not required to include parental 
income information on this form. An independent student who is married must include information about his or her spouse.	

Print full name here:

Help - Question 1
Help
Note that if you were born on January 1, 1993, you should answer “No.” 

Help - Question 2
Help
Answer “Yes” if you are married as of the date that you complete the application. Answer “Yes” if you are separated but not divorced. 

In the state of Texas, common-law marriages are recognized. Therefore, if you meet the state’s requirements to be considered common-law married, answer “Yes” to this question. For more information on common law marriage in Texas, go to www.co.travis.tx.us/dro/common_law.asp. 

Help - Question 3
Help
You should answer “Yes” if you will be enrolled in a master’s or doctoral program in the initial term you attend in the 2016-2017 academic year. If you will be finishing your bachelor’s degree in the initial term of the academic year and then moving on to a master’s or doctoral degree you should first answer “No.” Once you have completed the bachelor’s degree, you must notify the financial aid office at the college or university that you will be attending. 

Help - Question 4
Help
Answer “Yes” if you have at least one child who receives at least 50% of his or her financial support from you. An applicant whose unborn child will be born before the end of the academic year (June 30, 2017) may answer “Yes.” Note that financial support is the issue here; it does not matter whether the child lives with you or not. 

Help - Question 5
Help
Answer “Yes” only if at least one dependent lives with you and receives more than half of their support from you, now and through June 30, 2017. 

Help - Question 6
Help
Answer “Yes” if at any time since you turned age 13, 

• You had no living parent (biological or adoptive) even if you are now adopted; 

• You were in foster care even if you are no longer in foster care today or; 

• You were a dependent/ward of the court even if you are no longer a dependent/ward of the court today. 

The financial aid administrator at your school may require you to provide proof that you were in foster care or a dependent or ward of the court. 

Help - Question 7 & 8
Help
Answer “Yes” if you can provide a copy of the court’s decision that as of today you are an emancipated minor or are in legal guardianship. 

Also, answer “Yes” if you can provide a copy of a court’s decision that you were an emancipated minor or were in legal guardianship immediately before you reached the age of being an adult in Texas. The court must be located in your state of legal residence at the time the court’s decision was issued. 

Answer “No” if you are still a minor and the court decision is no longer in effect or the court decision was not in effect at the time you became an adult. The financial aid administrator at your school may require you to provide additional information such as a copy of the court’s decision. 

Help - Question 9, 10, & 11
Help
Answer “Yes” if you received a determination at any time on or after July 1, 2015, that you were an unaccompanied youth who was homeless or, for question 11, at risk of being homeless. 

• Homeless - means lacking fixed, regular, and adequate housing, which includes living in shelters, motels, or cars, or temporarily living with other people because you had nowhere else to go. 

• Unaccompanied - means you are not living in the physical custody of your parent or guardian 

• Youth - means you are 21 years of age or younger or you are still enrolled in high school as of the day you sign this application. 

Answer “No” if you are not homeless or at risk of being homeless, or if you do not have a determination. You should contact your financial aid office for assistance if you do not have a determination but believe you are an unaccompanied youth who is homeless or are an unaccompanied youth providing for your own living expenses who is at risk of being homeless. 

The financial aid administrator at your college may require you to provide a copy of the determination if you answered “Yes” to one of these questions. 
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Section II: Household Information

12. If you are a dependent student, please list the names of ALL family members , including your parent(s), who will be supported by your 
parent(s) from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017. If you are an independent student, you should include family members who are supported by 
you. (See instructions for additional information.) Attach additional sheets if necessary.

Names
[Include parent(s) and sibling(s),  
or spouse (if applicable)]

Age Relationship  
to student
(e.g. sister, son)

Which college/university will  
student be attending?

Self 

Total number in household: Total number in college in 2016–2017:

Section III: Additional Information

Student:
13. Independent students only:

As of today, are you or your spouse a dislocated worker?
  Yes  No  Don’t know

14. Did you work in 2015?          Yes          No

If Yes, did you file a U.S federal (or foreign) income tax return for 2015? 
 Yes (Attach tax return, tax transcript, and W-2's)
 No  Will file

15. Marital status (as of today):
 Single  Separated
 Married or Remarried           	  Divorced or Widowed
Month and year married, remarried, separated, divorced 
or widowed ____________

16. Have you been convicted of a felony or a crime involving
a controlled substance?          Yes          No

17. Do you have authorization (e.g. DACA) to work in the U.S.?
 Yes   Enter SSN: ________________________  No

18. Housing plans for 2016–2017: Where do you plan to live?
 On campus
 Off campus
 Commuter/With parent or relative 

19. At the start of the 2016–2017school year, you will enroll:
 Full time  Less than 1/2 time
 3/4 time  Not sure 
 1/2 time

20. Have you received funds from either of the following grant 
programs while attending a prior institution?
a. 	TEXAS Grant Program  Yes  No 
b. 	Top 10% Scholarship Program	   Yes  No 

 Yes  No 

 No

c. TEOG
d.  If you are transferring from a prior institution, did you earn

an Associate Degree? 
 Yes  (Enter date earned the Associate Degree ____________) 

 N/A (not applicable) 

Parent:	

 Yes

 Never married  Married or Remarried 
 Divorced or Separated  Widowed

21. Did your parents work in 2015?          Yes          No

If Yes, did they file a U.S federal (or foreign) income tax return for 2015?
 Yes (Attach tax return, tax transcript, and W-2's)
 No        Will file

22. Is either of your parents a dislocated worker?
 No

23. What is your parent's marital status?

 Unmarried and both parents living together 
Month and year married, remarried, separated, divorced or
widowed ____________ 

24. Mother/Stepmother’s highest level of education completed
 Middle school/Jr. high  High school
 College or beyond  Other/unknown

25. Enter your mother’s/stepmother’s date of birth:

26. Father/Stepfather’s highest level of education completed 
 Middle school/Jr. high  High school
 College or beyond  Other/unknown

27. Enter your father’s/stepfather’s date of birth:

Help - Question 12
Help
These should include: 

• yourself 

• your custodial parent (your mother or father) 

• your custodial parent’s spouse (e.g., your mother or 
stepmother, or father or stepfather) 

• any dependent child under the age of 18 who lives in your custodial parent’s household 

• any sibling who is a dependent student attending college 

• any other person receiving more than 50 percent of his or her financial support from your custodial parent 

If you are classified an independent student (according to Section I of this application), list the names and ages of ALL family members in your household whom you will support from July 1, 2016, to June 30, 2017, including: 

• yourself

• your spouse 

• any dependent child under the age of 18 who lives with you 

• any dependent child of your spouse 

• any other person receiving more than 50 percent of his or her financial support from you or your spouse 

For any dependent student who is attending college on at least a half-time basis, write the name of the college. Do not include your parent if he or she is going to college. Attach an additional sheet if necessary. 

A foster parent, a legal guardian, or a grandparent or other relative is not considered a parent for purposes of filing this application unless that person has legally adopted the student. A person who has been granted power of attorney for a student is not a legal guardian. 

Help - Question 13
Help
In general, a person is considered a dislocated worker if he or she meets one of the following conditions. The person:

• Has lost his or her job.

• Has been laid off or received a lay-off notice from his or her job.

• Is receiving unemployment benefits due to being laid off or losing a job and is unlikely to return to a previous occupation. 

• Is self-employed but is unemployed due to economic conditions or natural disaster.

• Is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker is generally a person who previously provided unpaid services to the family (e.g., stay-at-home mom or dad), is no longer supported by the husband or wife, is unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble finding or upgrading employment. 

If a person quits work, generally he or she is not considered a dislocated worker. 

Answer “Yes” to question 13 if you are, or your spouse is, a dislocated worker.

Answer “No” to question 13 if neither you nor your spouse is a dislocated worker.

Answer “Don’t know” to question 13 if you are not sure whether you or your spouse is a dislocated worker. You can contact your financial aid office for assistance in answering this question. The financial aid administrator may require you to provide proof if you answer Yes to question 13. 

Help - Question 14
Help
Did you work in 2015? 
If you worked during the year (e.g. January 1, 2015– December 31, 2015), your college will need to know your earnings and whether you filed a tax return and/or received a W-2 form from the IRS. Be prepared to provide documentation of your earnings.

Did you file a U.S. federal or foreign income tax return for 2015?
Indicate whether you have already completed, are going to complete, or will not file a tax return for 2015. If “Yes,” you must attach a copy of your tax return and tax transcript to this application.


Help - Question 15
Help
What is your marital status?Report your marital status as of the date you sign your TASFA.



Help - Question 16
Help
This question asks whether you have been convicted of a felony or offense involving a controlled substance (e.g. drugs, alcohol). If you answer “Yes” to this question, you must complete Worksheet 1: Confirmation of Eligibility found at www.aie.org/State/TASFA/. Sign and return the completed form to the financial aid office. 

Help - Question 17
Help
If you have been approved for Deferred Action of Childhood Arrivals (DACA), you could be eligible for the Texas College Work-Study Program. Your college will require proof of your authorization to work in the U.S. (e.g. copy of your SSN card). 

Help - Question 18
Help
Indicate whether you will be living on campus, living off campus, or living at your parent’s or relative’s home. 

Help - Question 19
Help
• Full time - 12 credit hours or more 
• 3/4 time - 9-11 credit hours 
• 1/2 time - 6-8 credit hours or 
• Less than 1/2 time - less than 6 credit hours 

Help - Question 20
Help
In determining your awards package, schools will take into consideration your receipt of these funds at a prior institution. Depending on the availability of funds, you may qualify for additional funds at the current institution. Also, if you are a transfer student who graduated with an Associates degree prior to attending the current institution, you must enter the date that you received the Associates degree.  

Help - Question 21
Help
If at least one of your parents worked during the year
(e.g. January 1, 2015 – December 31, 2015), your college will
need to know their earnings and whether they filed a tax
return and/or received a W-2 form from the IRS. Be prepared
to provide documentation of your parent’s earnings.

Did your parents file a U.S. federal or foreign income tax
return for 2015?
Indicate whether your parent(s) have already completed,
are going to complete, or will not file a tax return for 2015. If
“Yes,” you must attach a copy of your parent's tax return, tax
transcript, and W-2’s to this application.

Help - Question 22
Help
In general, a person is considered a dislocated worker if he or she meets one of the following conditions. The person:

• Has lost his or her job.

• Has been laid off or received a lay-off notice from his or her job.

• Is receiving unemployment benefits due to being laid off or losing a job and is unlikely to return to a previous occupation. 

• Is self employed but is unemployed due to economic conditions or natural disaster.

• Is a displaced homemaker. A displaced homemaker is generally a person who previously provided unpaid services to the family (e.g., stay-at-home mom or dad), is no longer supported by the husband or wife, is unemployed or underemployed, and is having trouble finding or upgrading employment. 

If a person quits work, generally he or she is not considered a dislocated worker. 

Answer “Yes” to question 22 if either of your parents is a dislocated worker.

Answer “No” to question 22 if neither of your parents is a dislocated worker.

Answer “Don’t know” to question 22 if you are not sure whether either of your parents is a dislocated worker. 

You can contact your financial aid office for assistance in answering this question. The financial aid administrator may require you to provide proof if you answer Yes to question 22. 

Help - Question 23
Help
If your parents are married as defined by the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), select “married/remarried” and  include income information for both parents in sections IV and V. If your parents are divorced, but have remarried, please include income information for your custodial parent and his/her current spouse.

If your parents (biological and/or adoptive) are not married to each other and live together, select “unmarried and both parents living together”, and provide information about both of them regardless of their gender. 


Help - Questions 24-27
Help
These questions do not affect your eligibility for state aid. Some institutional programs use the information provided here to offer aid to first-generation college students. 
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Section IV: Income and Assets

Do not leave any blanks. Enter “0” where appropriate. 
Dependent students: Complete both the Student and Parent(s) columns. 
Independent students: Complete the Student/Spouse column only.

Student/Spouse Parent(s)

Part A.  Annual Untaxed Income

28. Child support received $ $

29. Tax exempt interest income $ $

30. Housing, food, and other living allowances paid on your behalf $ $

31. Other untaxed income not reported, such as worker’s compensation, 
disability, etc.

32. Money you received (or bills someone else paid for you) not reported 
elsewhere on this form

$      

33. Cash earnings (wages not listed on taxes or W-2 forms)
Student Spouse Mother Father

$     $        $     $      

Total Untaxed Income $        $    

Part B.  Annual Income Exclusions

34. Child support paid $          $        

35. Taxable earnings from work-study or other need-based work programs $          $        

36. Taxable scholarships and grants reported
on 2015 federal income tax return

$        $      

Part C.  Assets
37. As of today, balance of cash, savings, and checking accounts $          $        

38. As of today, investment net worth (do not include the home
you live in or the balance of retirement plans)

$          $        

39. As of today, net worth of current business(es) or investment farm(s) $        $      

Section V:  Total Family Income

40. a. Earnings:  How much were your total family earnings in 2015?

Student's earnings: $              Parent's earnings: $  

If your parent’s earned at least $20,600 during 2015, they are required to file taxes according to IRS guidelines. (Check your and/
or parent’s specific filing requirements since the income threshold varies depending on filing status and age. For more details, see 
IRS Publication 17 (www.irs.gov/uac/About-Publication-17), Table 1-1: Filing Requirements for Most Taxpayers). 

b. Self-employment: Are you and/or your parent’s self-employed (e.g. own a business)?          Yes                  No
If you and/or your parent(s) are “self-employed”, you and or your parents will be required to file an income tax return if net
earnings (e.g. business expenses minus business income) from self-employment were $400 or more. For more details go to
www.irs.gov/Individuals/Self-Employed.

c. Non-tax filers: If you and/or your parents did not meet either of the IRS Income filing thresholds from earnings or self employment, and
did not file taxes, please provide a breakdown of your living expenses (e.g. rent, food, utilities, etc.).  Explain what sources of income or
public assistance you and/or your family used to pay for those living expenses. Your financial aid office may request additional information. 

To pay for living expenses, I and/or my family used the following sources of income:  Living Expenses Cost for the year 

Rent $

Food $

Utilities $ 

Help - Question 28
Help
Report child support that you and either your spouse or your parent(s), as applicable, received for all children during 2015. Do not include foster care or adoption payments. 

Help - Question 29
Help
If you filed a tax return, you can find it on IRS form 1040-line 8b or 1040A line 8b. 

Help - Question 30
Help
Housing, food, and other living allowances provided to you or your parents must be reported, when they are part of a compensation package received for a job. Include cash payments and cash value of benefits. If you received free room and board in 2015 for a job, you must report the value of the room and board as untaxed income. (For this category, “housing allowances” excludes rent subsidies for low-income housing.) 

Help - Question 31
Help
Don’t include student aid, earned income credit, child tax credit, untaxed Social Security benefits, Workforce Investment Act educational benefits, combat pay (if you are not a tax filer), benefits from flexible spending arrangements (e.g., cafeteria plans), foreign income exclusion, or credit for federal tax on special fuels. 

Help - Question 32
Help
Report any cash support that you (the student) receive from a friend or relative. Cash support includes payments made on your behalf. For instance, if your aunt pays your rent or utility bill that you would otherwise be obligated to pay yourself, you must report those payments in this section. 

Help - Question 33
Help
List any income that was paid in cash or other means for which a tax return was not filed or a W-2 form was not provided (i.e., wages not listed on taxes or W-2 forms).


Help - Question 34
Help
Report any child support payments paid by you and either your spouse or your parent(s), as applicable, during 2015 as a result of divorce, separation, or some other legal requirement. Keep in mind that these payments are payments made to a child(ren) not living in your or your parent(s)’ household. 

For purposes of this application, a child is a member of your household if you provide more than half of the child’s support, whether the child lives with you or not. 

Help - Question 35
Help
These are earnings from need-based work programs and need-based employment portions of fellowships and assistantships. 

Help - Question 36
Help
Report any student grant and scholarship aid that was reported to the IRS on your or your parent(s)’ 2015 federal income tax return. This includes benefits such as awards, living allowances, and interest accrual payments as well as grant and scholarship portions of fellowships and assistantships. 

Help - Question 37
Help
Do not include student financial aid in this amount. 

Help - Question 38
Help
Net worth means current value minus debt. If net worth is negative, enter 0. 

Investment value – investment debt = net worth of investments 
If you or your parent(s) own real estate or investments other than your principal residence, investment value equals the amount the investments are worth today. Investment debt equals how much you and either your spouse or your parent(s), as applicable, owe on real estate and investments other than your principal residence. Investment debt means only those debts that are related to the investments. 

Investments include real estate (do not include the home you live in), trust funds, UGMA and UTMA accounts, money market funds, mutual funds, certificates of deposit, stocks, stock options, bonds, other securities, installment and land sale contracts (including mortgages held), commodities, etc. 

Investments also include qualified educational benefits or education savings accounts (e.g., Coverdell savings accounts, 529 college savings plans and the refund value of 529 prepaid tuition plans). For an independent student, the accounts owned by the student and/or the student’s spouse are reported as investments here under the “Student/Spouse” column. For a dependent student, the accounts are reported as parental investments here under the “Parent(s)” column, including all accounts owned by the parents for any member of the household. 

Investments do not include the home you live in, the value of life insurance, retirement plans (401[k] plans, pension funds, annuities, non-education IRAs, Keogh plans, etc.) or cash, savings, and checking accounts already reported in question 37. 

Investments also do not include UGMA and UTMA accounts for which you are the custodian, but not the owner. 

Help - Question 39
Help
Business and/or investment farm value includes the market value of land, buildings, machinery, equipment, inventory, etc. 

Business and/or investment farm debt means only those debts for which the business or investment farm was used as collateral. 

Business value does not include the value of a small business if your family owns and controls more than 50 percent of the business and the business has 100 or fewer full-time or full-time equivalent employees. For small business value, your family includes (1) persons directly related to you, such as parent, sister or cousin, or (2) persons who are or were related to you by marriage, such as a spouse, stepparent, or sister-in-law. 

Investment farm value does not include the value of a family farm that you (your spouse and/or your parents) live on and operate. 

Help - Question 40
Help
Total Family Earnings: In order to accurately assess
your financial situation, your college/university needs to account for all sources of income. In cases where your family’s earnings from employment are at or above the IRS filing threshold requirements, the financial aid office will require that you file tax taxes before processing your TASFA.

Tax filing requirements can be found in IRS Publication
17, Table 1-1: Filing Requirements for Most Taxpayers. See https://www.irs.gov/uac/About-Publication-17

Nontax filers: If you and/or your parents did not meet either of the IRS income filing thresholds, you will not be required to file taxes for financial aid purposes. However, you will need to provide a breakdown of your living expenses and explain the sources of income that you used to pay for those expenses.

Your financial aid office may require that you provide
additional documentation, so follow-up with them directly.

Self-employment: If you and/or your parent(s) are “selfemployed”, you and or your parents will be required to file an income tax return if net earnings (e.g. business expenses minus business income) from self-employment were $400 or more.

The IRS defines “self-employed” as either of the following:

• You carry on a trade or business as a sole proprietor or an independent contractor.

• You are a member of a partnership that carries on a
trade or business.

• You are otherwise in business for yourself (including a part-time business)

For more details go to /www.irs.gov/Individuals/Self-Employed
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Print full name here:

Section VI: Statement of Selective Service Registration Status

41.	 Certification of registration status (Please check the appropriate box.)

	 	 I certify that I am female and, therefore, not required to register with the Selective Service System.

	  	 I certify that I am a male age 18 to 25 and am registered with the Selective Service System.

		  Please attach copy of registration acknowledgement card. 

	  	 I certify that I am not of an age required to register with Selective Service System. (That is, I am over 25.)		

	  	 I certify that I have been determined by the Selective Service System to be exempt from registration.

 	 	I certify that I have not reached my 18th birthday and understand that I will be required by law to register at that time and will  
	 provide proof of registration once I receive my Selective Service Registration Acknowledgement Card.

	 	I certify that I do not have a Social Security Number, but have submitted my Selective Service registration form to the  
	 Selective Service System and will provide proof of registration to the financial aid office as soon as I receive my registration number.  

Section VII: Signatures 

42.	 a. 	 Student and Parent signatures 	

	 I understand that under Texas Education Code, Section 51.9095, I must be registered with the Selective Service System according to the 
requirements of federal law in order to receive student financial aid funds from the State of Texas, and hereby certify that I meet this 
requirement. I also certify that I will use state student financial aid to pay only the cost of attending an institution of higher education, 
and that the information provided on this form is true, complete, and correct to the best of my knowledge. I understand that any false 
statements may void my eligibility for state financial aid. I also certify that the information provided on this form will be used only for 
evaluation of eligibility for state financial aid and that I may need to provide additional information for my school to determine eligibility 
for state financial aid.

		  Student signature					     Date 

		  Parent signature*					     Date 	

		  (*Parent signature required only for dependent students)

	 b. 	 High School Counselor: Not required if parent signature already provided above.  

High school counselor signature	 Date 

Printed name

Title

Street address	

City	 State	 ZIP code	

Telephone	

Email address	

Help - Question 41
Help
Selective Service Registration Status If you are male between the ages of 18 and 25, you must register with Selective Service in order to qualify for any type of state aid (regardless of residency status). 

You may obtain a Selective Service registration form from any local post office. Complete this registration form and mail it to the Selective Service System office. 

As soon as you receive your registration acknowledgement card, you should provide a copy of this acknowledgement card to the financial aid office of the institution you are attending or plan to attend. While you wait to receive your acknowledgement card, you can still complete the TASFA by checking the last box. 

Certification of Registration StatusUnder Texas Education Code, Section 51.9095, if you are currently of the age and gender requiring registration with Selective Service, but knowingly and willfully fail to do so, you are ineligible to receive funds from the State of Texas. 

Exemptions
Almost all male U.S. citizens, and male noncitizens living in the U.S. who are 18 to 25 years of age, are required to register with Selective Service. Some noncitizens are required to register and others are not. Noncitizens not required to register include men who are in the U.S. on student or visitor visas, and men who are part of a diplomatic or trade mission and their families. Almost all other male noncitizens are required to register, including undocumented residents, legal permanent residents, and refugees. 

Non-Registrants 
If you are not registered as required, you are presently not eligible to receive state aid and should register promptly at a United States post office. A Certificate of Mailing may be obtained from the post office at such time that you mail your registration and may be used as proof of your application until you receive your Selective Service Registration Card. 

Privacy Act Statement 
Because information on your registration status is essential for determining whether you are in compliance with the Selective Service law, failure to provide the information requested by this statement will prevent you from receiving state aid. This information is subject to verification with the Selective Service System. 

False Statement Notification 
A false statement may be grounds for your state aid to be suspended. 

Review 
Should any question arise regarding your registration or eligibility for an exemption, you may request an official “status information” letter from the Selective Service System by calling 1-888-655-1825. As an alternative, you may send a written request to the Selective Service System at P.O. Box 94638, Palatine, IL 60094-4638. 

Help - Question 42
Help
Student and Parent Signature 

Remember to sign your name on the application. Also, if you are classified as a dependent student, one of your parents must sign the application. The application will not be processed until all required signatures are included.

High School Counselor

This section applies only to those students who will be *first-year college students (freshmen) in the 2016-2017 academic year. If extenuating circumstances exist that preclude your parent from signing this form, your high school counselor can sign this form in lieu of your parents. 

When a high school counselor signs this form on behalf of the student’s parent, the high school counselor is attesting to the accuracy of the information provided on the application based on his or her knowledge of the student’s situation. Also, by signing the form, the counselor agrees to cooperate with the college or university’s financial aid administrator in providing documentation that verifies the student’s family circumstances and economic situation. 

The option of allowing the high school counselor to sign this form is simply for the purpose of establishing a connection between the high school counselor and the college’s financial aid administrator to help clarify and document the student’s circumstances. 

Some college and university financial aid administrators may want to contact the high school counselor for additional information and documentation. Therefore, the high school counselor must provide the following contact information: name, title, telephone number, e-mail address, and mailing address. 

Also, privacy laws may limit the information that your financial aid administrator may discuss with your high school counselor. Therefore, you may need to provide an official authorization that permits your financial aid administrator to discuss your situation with your high school counselor. 

* If you will not be a first-year college student in academic year 2016-2017, but have extenuating circumstances that preclude your parents from signing this from, contact the college’s financial aid office.
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