
William J. Abraham Memorial Lecture 

 Paul Gavrilyuk, Ph.D.

11:45 a.m. October 3, 2023 in Prothro Great Hall (5901 Bishop Blvd.)
 (Complimentary luncheon provided)

“The Doctrines that Do and Do Not Develop”
Do all Christian doctrines develop in a similar manner? The 
lecture considers this question in conversation with John 
Henry Newman and William J. Abraham. Narratives of positive 
doctrinal change are compared with those of decline. The 
doctrines of the incarnation and deification are singled out for 
comparison.

Paul Gavrilyuk, Ph.D. holds the Aquinas Chair in Theology 
and Philosophy in the Theology Department of the University 
of St. Thomas, St. Paul, Minnesota. He is an internationally 
respected Orthodox theologian, historian, philosopher, 
and author. Translated into 12 languages, his books include 
The Suffering of the Impassible God (2004) and Georges 
Florovsky and the Russian Religious Renaissance (2012). 
He is the founding president of two nonprofit groups: the 
International Orthodox Theological Association (iota-web.
org) and REBUILD UKRAINE (rebuild-ua.org). Dr. Gavrilyuk 
received his Master of Theological Studies from Perkins in 
1995 and earned his Ph.D. in Religious Studies in 2001 from 
SMU, where he was a doctoral student under Dr. Abraham.

Scan to RSVP  
by September 27


