
SMU HISTORY DEPARTMENT FACULTY

Macabe Keliher  
Ph-D Harvard University 
Modern East Asia    

Sabri Ates 
Ph.D., New York University 
Ottoman-Iranian Relations • Kurdish History • 
Late Ottoman Empire • Sectarianism in the Middle 
East • Borderlands

Rachel Ball-Phillips 
Ph.D., Boston College 
South Asian History • History & Film

John R. Chávez 
Ph.D., University of Michigan 
Comparative Ethnic, Regional, North Atlantic, 
and United States History, especially as related 
to Colonialism, Borderlands, the Southwest, & 
Mexican Americans

Edward Countryman 
Ph.D., Cornell University 
Colonial America • American Revolution • 
Native American • History & Film

Crista J. DeLuzio 
Ph.D., Brown University 
US Women, Children, Families • US Intellectual & 
Cultural History

Melissa Barden Dowling 
Ph.D., Columbia University 
Ancient History • Egypt • Greece • Rome

David Doyle 
Ph.D., City University of New York 
Gender & Sexuality in US History

Jeffrey A. Engel 
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin 
US Foreign Relations • US Political History • 
Presidential History

Kate Carté Engel 
Ph.D., University of Wisconsin 
Early America • Atlantic World • Digital Humanities

Johan Elverskog 
Ph.D., Indiana University 
China • Inner Asia

Neil Foley 
Ph.D., University of Michigan 
US-Mexico Borderlands/Immigration • Legal, Labor 
& Political History of the American Southwest

Brian Franklin 
Ph.D., Texas A&M University 
Antebellum US History • American Religious History • 
Texas History

Andrew R. Graybill 
Ph.D., Princeton University 
North American West • Environmental History

Jo Guldi 
Ph.D., University of California-Berkeley 
British Empire • Digital History

Rick Halperin 
Ph.D., Auburn University 
Human Rights

Kenneth M. Hamilton 
Ph.D., Washington University 
African American History • 19th-century US History

Erin R. Hochman 
Ph.D., University of Toronto 
Modern German History • European History • 
Nationalism • Political History

Jill E. Kelly 
Ph.D., Michigan State University 
African History • South African History • 
Digital History • Oral History

Thomas J. Knock 
Ph.D., Princeton University 
Foreign Relations • Political History • 20th-century 
US History

Bianca Lopez 
Ph.D., Washington University 
Medieval Italy • History of Christianity • 
Digital History

Alexis M. McCrossen 
Ph.D., Harvard University 
US Social & Cultural History • Temporal History • 
US Mexico Borderlands • Business History

Brandon Miller 
Ph.D., Michigan State University 
Soviet History 

Daniel T. Orlovsky 
Ph.D., Harvard University 
Russia • Soviet Union

Ariel Ron 
Ph.D., University of California-Berkeley 
Civil War and Reconstruction • 19th-century 
US History • History of Capitalism

Kathleen A. Wellman 
Ph.D., University of Chicago 
France • Intellectual History • Early Modern Europe • 
History of Science & Medicine

Laurence H. Winnie 
Ph.D., University of Michigan 
France since 1789 • Politics, Religion & Society

GRADUATE STUDY AT SMU
The William P. Clements Department of History at Southern Methodist 
University offers innovative graduate study in American history (Ph.D. and 
M.A.) and global history (M.A. only). The Department has particular strengths 

in the history of the Southwest borderlands and the American 
West, American political history, the history of race and 

ethnicity in America, and early American history. Moreover, 
the department boasts topical and methodological 
expertise in global/comparative history, cultural history, 
digital humanities, and the history of gender.
 
The Department of History is home to two scholarly 

centers that sustain and enrich its core offerings 
through research colloquia, visiting postdoctoral 

fellows, and public lectures. The Clements 
Center for Southwest Studies has long been 
the nation’s leading venue for research in the 
history of the Southwest in a transnational 
perspective. And since 2012, the Center for 
Presidential History promotes critical inquiry 

into the study of the rich history of US politics 
and government, broadly defined.

 
SMU, a nationally-ranked private university, is home to top flight research 
facilities, including the DeGolyer Library, which is devoted to the history of the 
Southwest, the history of business, and the history of science and technology; 
the Bridwell Library, which provides a wealth of 
resources for the study of religious history; and the 
George W. Bush Presidential Library, one of four 
presidential research libraries within easy reach 
of Dallas. 

For more information, see the department’s 
website at smu.edu/history. Applications for 
admission are available through the Office of 
Research and Graduate Studies at smu.edu/graduate. 

A nationally ranked private university located near the heart of Dallas, SMU is a distinguished center for global research with a liberal arts tradition. SMU’s 11,000 diverse, high-achieving students come from all 50 states and 90 countries to take advantage of the University’s small classes, 
hands-on research opportunities, leadership development, community service, international study and innovative programs. The University offers a strong foundation in the humanities and sciences and undergraduate, graduate and professional degree programs through seven schools. 

MAKE HISTORY
FINANCIAL AID

The History Department will award fellowships to all students 
accepted into the Ph.D. program. Funding is guaranteed for a 
period of five years for those whose work remains excellent. 
Fellowships include tuition, fees, health insurance and a 
competitive stipend for the academic year. In addition, the 
Clements Department of History has resources available for 
travel to professional conferences and to research archives. 
The Department offers a small number of waivers for tuition 
and fees for M.A. students.  

SMU will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, genetic information or veteran status. SMU’s commitment to equal opportunity includes nondiscrimination on the basis of sexual orientation and gender identity and expression.

STUDY HISTORY


