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UHP 2305: First-Year Honors Humanities Seminar |

University
. Honors Program

Fall 2026 Classes

Required for all first-year Honors students.

What do we know? How do we know? What complicates our efforts to know things directly,
and what structures the ways we actually do “know” things? This course poses fundamental
questions about how we understand the physical, conceptual, political, emotional, and social
worlds we inhabit. We will read, discuss, and write about texts (from a range of disciplines,
including literature, psychology, politics, linguistics, and science) that ask us to think twice
about the nature, limits, and possibilities of knowledge. The goal of the course is to think and

write clearly about even those matters that remain uncertain, and to take pleasure in the
process of discovery.

Location

Section Instructor Meeting Time

001 Joan Arbery MWEF 9:00-9:50 AM

002 Joan Arbery MWF 10:00-10:50 AM
003 Joan Arbery MWF 12:00-12:50 PM
004 Gerald Barr MWEF 11:00-11:50 PM
005 Gerald Barr MWEF 1:00-1:50 PM

006 Gerald Barr MWEF 2:00-2:50 PM

007 Gerald Barr MWF 3:00-3:50 PM

008 Madhavi Biswas TuTh 8:00-9:20 AM

009 Madhavi Biswas  TuTh 9:30-10:50 AM

010 Madhavi Biswas TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM
011 Madhavi Biswas  TuTh 12:30-1:50 PM

012 Russell McConnell TuTh 9:30-10:50 AM

013 Russell McConnell TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM
014 Russell McConnell TuTh 12:30-1:50 PM

015

Russell McConnell TuTh 2:00-3:20 PM

G16 Clements Hall

G16 Clements Hall

G16 Clements Hall

137 Dallas Hall

137 Dallas Hall

137 Dallas Hall

137 Dallas Hall

135 McElvaney Commons
135 McElvaney Commons
135 McElvaney Commons
135 McElvaney Commons
221 Prothro Hall

221 Prothro Hall

204 Prothro Hall

204 Prothro Hall



Interdisciplinary Courses

UHP 2367: The Greater Dallas Experience

001H: Elizabeth Russ | MWF 12:00-12:50 PM | Junkins Building, 101
002H: David D. Doyle, Jr. | MWF 12:00-12:50 PM | Two locations — see below:
MW: Junkins Building, 101 | F: Harold Simmons Hall, 107

CC - Literary Analysis and Interpretation
CC — Human Diversity
CC — Writing

This course will introduce students to the Greater Dallas environment and to the different ways
in which a city and a region can be studied. The major objective is to develop students’
knowledge of the peoples, institutions, and places in Greater Dallas and know how these are
related to one another. The course will introduce students to multiple disciplinary perspectives
and how these can be used to develop a sophisticated and complex understanding of a single
metropolitan area. At the end of the course, students will demonstrate their grasp of at least
two disciplinary approaches to understanding the city. Through weekly classroom discussion,
written assignments, examinations, and group projects, students will demonstrate their abilities
to read, write, and speak carefully and critically as well as to conduct primary research.

UHP 3300: Honors Second Year Seminar: The American Citizen Across Time and
Place

001H: David D. Doyle, Jr. | MWF 3:00-3:50 PM | McElvaney Commons,135
002H: David D. Doyle, Jr. | MWF 4:00-4:50 PM | McElvaney Commons, 135

CC - Literary Analysis and Interpretation
CC — Human Diversity
CC — Writing

Examines the chronology of American history through an interdisciplinary lens with the
question of “who is an American” as a thematic focus. Students learn about important
moments in American history and begin to understand the basic chronology of the country, as
well as how these key events were understood and experienced by some of the country’s most
creative and probing minds. The organizing theme of who is an American itself is an important
examination of when and where the human rights of the country’s inhabitants have been
respected—or not respected—over the decades.



UHP 4100-001H: Honors Tutorial: The American Founding
Brian Franklin | Th 4:00-4:50 PM | Clements Hall, G16
CC - None

The Founding. The phrase alone has evoked images, ideals, and arguments among
Americans of every generation. No other era of American history receives more attention,
provokes more scrutiny, or generates more debate. But what exactly is the Founding? When
was it? Who are the so-called Founders? And are there identifiable Founding ideals?

This course explores the American Founding era and its long legacy in United States history
and culture. We will spend the majority of our time reading and discussing primary sources
from the American Founding era. But we will also have the opportunity to pair these with more
recent texts which put us in conversation with the past, and with each other.

Humanities Courses

ARHS 3391-001H: Museum Futures and New Technologies
Tashima Thomas | TuTh 2:00-3:20 PM | Greer Garson Theater, 3515
CC - None

Explores how visitors experience museum environments, and considers how the adoption and
implementation of new technologies are impacting the future of museums. Leading museums
and institutions are focusing on enhancing visitor experiences and discovering how they might
actively engage diverse audiences, improve civic engagement, and promote inclusivity and
accessibility while connecting with larger audiences. This course examines art museums,
collecting institutions, natural history and science museums, children’s museums, immersive
pop-ups, and ethnic and memorial museums, evaluating how each of these institutions are
meeting these challenges through new technologies. Students develop knowledge and
proficiency in the study of current and emerging technologies used in the museum
environment, including immersive experiences, digital platforms, augmented reality, virtual
reality, holograms, projections, audio/visual interactive displays, LED screens, and self-
directed tours. Examining how these technologies tap into visitor curiosity and various learning
styles, students evaluate best practices, technological functionality, and customizable solutions
for museum experiences.

Note: This course requires departmental consent to enroll. Please contact Professor Thomas
or Rebecca Hewitt (rhewitt@smu.edu) to request permission to enroll.

ASCE 3330-001H: Death Pots

Brian Molanphy | TuTh 3:30-6:20 PM | Owen Fine Arts Center, B640
CC - Creativity and Aesthetics

CC - Global Perspectives

CC — Writing

A fundamental motive in ceramics is to preserve — though paradoxically, a pot’s destruction
may be inherent in its making. Some ceramics are made to navigate their bearers away from


mailto:rhewitt@smu.edu

the world of the living, while others are deliberately destroyed in accordance with death rites, in
anticipation of death, or as a replacement for death. Death pots may define relationships with
otherworldly luminaries, serve as milestones for the event of death, or mark cyclical reunions
with the dead. As well as examining these pots that bridge two worlds, students study the
ceramics of memorialization, transformation, regeneration, decadence, violence, and
obsolescence.

ENGL 2311-004H: Poetry

Richard Bozorth | MWF 12:00-12:50 PM | Dallas Hall, 156
CC - Literary Analysis and Interpretation

CC — Writing

Analysis, interpretation, and appreciation of poetry, with attention to terms and issues relevant
to the genre.

ENGL 2390-001H: Introduction to Creative Writing

Greg Brownderville | M 2:00-4:50 PM | Dallas Hall, 106
CC - Creativity and Aesthetics
CC — Writing

Workshop on the theory and techniques of writing fiction, poetry, and creative nonfiction.

HIST 1321-002H: Introductory Topics in American History
Neil Foley | TuTh 12:30-1:50 PM | Owen Fine Arts Center, 1040
CC - Historical Contexts

CC — Human Diversity

CC — Writing

Topic: Nativism and Racial Nationalism
Offers the first- or second-year student the opportunity for intensive exploration of particular
topics in American history in a small-class setting.

HIST 1322-001H: Introductory Topics in European History
Laurence Winnie | MWF 1:00-1:50 PM | Dallas Hall, 102

CC — Historical Contexts

CC — Writing

Topic: Democratic Revolutions: US, Britian, France

This course explores the complex vision of Alexis de Tocqueville (1805-59), author

of Democracy in America (1835, 1840), about the democratic revolutions that were transforming
the world in the nineteenth century. Like many courses on Tocqueville’s thought, it will engage
with the ideas about democracy he developed in his famous book on America. Unlike many
courses on Tocqueville, it will focus on his observations on these democratic revolutions in four
countries: America, England, Ireland and France.

The course will be valuable to students interested in American politics, American history, and
British and French history, politics and culture.



HIST 3377-001H: History of South Africa

Jill Kelly | MWF 2:00-2:50 PM | Dallas Hall, 357
CC - Historical Contexts

CC — Global Perspectives

CC — Writing

A survey of the history of South Africa from the 17th century to the present. Emphasis on the
historical development of the patterns of economic, social, and political interaction among the
peoples that led to the emergence of a majority-ruled, “new” South Africa.

PHIL 1318-002H: Contemporary Moral Problems
Jennifer Matey | TuTh 2:00-3:20 PM | Clements Hall, 126
CC - Philosophical, Religious, and Ethical Inquiry

An introduction to philosophical ethics focusing on questions in applied ethics. Students begin
by exploring ethical theories and philosophical methods. The majority of the course is devoted
to applying those theories and methods to some of the most controversial and pressing issues
confronting contemporary society. Topics vary, but the following are representative: abortion,
animal rights, affirmative action, capital punishment, economic justice, euthanasia, sexuality,
war and terrorism, and world hunger. Class discussion is an important component of the
course, as is reading and (in some sections) writing argumentative essays about these issues.

RELI 3362-001H: Islam and the West

John Lamoreaux | MWF 12:00-12:50 PM | Hyer Hall, 204
CC - Philosophical, Religious, and Ethical Inquiry

CC — Writing

A study of past and present encounters between Islam and the West, with special attention to
the bearing of the contemporary Islamic resurgence upon these encounters today.

WL 2355-002H: Literature and Theology: Catholic Thought from Augustine to the
Present

Denise DuPont & James Lee | TuTh 2:00-3:20 PM PM | Junkins Building, 101

CC - Philosophical, Religious, and Ethical Inquiry

Studies the Catholic vision of God and humanity in its development from antiquity to the
present, through autobiographies, novels, poetry, film, and theology.

WL 3383-002H: Gender and Human Rights in Latin American Women Writers
Elizabeth Russ | MWF 1:00-1:50 PM | Junkins Building, 112
CC - Literary Analysis and Interpretation

Explores constructions of sexuality, gender, and identity in key historical moments in literature
by Latin American women, with a focus on the intersecting themes of gender rights and human
rights.



Math & Physical Sciences Courses

BIOL 4180-L01H: Gene Editing Lab
Alejandro D’Brot | TuTh 2:00-3:20 PM | Dedman Life Science Building, 128
CC — None

A project-based lab course in which students use CRISPR-Cas9 to edit genes in model
organisms and learn to design gene editing experiments.

Prerequisites: C- or better in BIOL 3304 and BIOL 3350. Corequisite: BIOL 4380. Must be
taken with the lecture component BIOL 4380. Withdrawal from BIOL 4380 requires withdrawal
from BIOL 4180.

MATH 3302-001H: Calculus Il — Multivariable and Vector Calculus
Instructor/Staff | MWF 11:00-11:50 AM | Umphrey Lee, 244
CC - None

Partial differentiation, multiple integrals, parametrization, line and surface integrals. Vector
Calculus, including vector fields, divergence, curl, and the divergence and Stokes' theorems.

Prerequisite: C- or higher in MATH 1338 or MATH 1340

PHYS 1010-701H: Honors Introductory Physics
Rebecca Preston | M 6:00-7:30 PM | Fondren Science Building, 158
CC - None

Students will engage in a semester long “Grand Challenge” problem-solving exercise. This will
define the arc of the semester, setting the tone for planning our classroom activities and
eventually defining the deliverable at the end of the course. In between class periods relevant
to the development of solutions to the Grand Challenge Problem, the students will be engaged
in demonstrations of physics principles and exercises to explore these demonstrations. These
class periods will follow a pattern consistent with the scientific method: observation of a
physical phenomenon, hypothesis building to explain the phenomenon, and calculation and
testing to assess the hypothesis.

Must be taken in conjunction with PHYS 1303, 1304, 1307, or 1308

Social Science Courses

APSM 3343-001: Health Promotion Practice
Laura Robinson-Doyle | MWF 11:00-11:50 AM | Annette Simmons Hall, 208
CC - None

Focuses on understanding, influencing, and modifying health status and behaviors in
populations. Explores the assessment, planning, execution, and evaluation of health promotion
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programming, as well as different applications and delivery methods of health promotion.

CCPA 3328-002H: Political Persuasion

Zoe Carney | TuTh 12:30-1:50 PM | Annette Simmons Hall, 208
CC - None

Assesses techniques of persuasion and personal influence through the force of ethos that
resides in the personality and reputation of the speaker. Develops skills through case analysis,
examples, and exercises to develop awareness of the power, ethics, and effectiveness of
persuasion.

ECO 1311-001H: Principles of Microeconomics: Consumers, Firms, and Markets
Instructor/Staff | TuTh 9:30-10:50 AM | Umphrey Lee, 303

CC - Quantitative Applications

This course studies the production of the entire economy, dealing with such issues as the
general price level, the national employment rate, government spending, and the nation’s
money supply. Important to these issues is the definition and measurement of macroeconomic
aggregates such as gross domestic product, consumer price index, the unemployment rate,
and the government surplus and deficit. The course looks at the determinants of inflation and
the relationship between inflation and other factors, including interest rates, the money supply,
and unemployment.

Students must have background in calculus to enroll in this course.
PLSC 1320: Introduction to American Government and Politics

002H: Sara Johnson | MWF 1:00-1:50 PM | Harold Simmons Hall, 217
004H: Sara Johnson | MWF 3:00-3:50 PM | Harold Simmons Hall, 217

CC - Social and Behavioral Sciences

The organization, functions, and processes of the national government, with particular
attention to parties, pressure groups, and other forces that influence its course. Attention is
also given to the Texas Constitution.

PLSC 1360-002H: Introduction to Political Theory
Avshalom Schwartz | MWF 11:00-11:50 AM | Hyer Hall, 110
CC - Civic and Individual Ethics

Introduces political theory through an examination of classical and modern approaches to the
study of politics. Addresses how to become knowledgeable about politics and what to do with
that knowledge.

PLSC 3330-002H: Law, Politics, and the Supreme Court
Joseph Kobylka | TuTh 2:00-3:20 PM | Hyer Hall, 201

CC - Social and Behavioral Sciences

CC — Writing



An introduction to the uniquely political and legal role played by the Supreme Court in
elaborating the scope of governmental power and defining individual rights and liberties.

PLSC 3360-002H: Foundations of Political Thought
Avshalom Schwartz | MWF 2:00-2:50 PM | Dallas Hall, 142
CC - Civic and Individual Ethics

CC — Writing

Main currents of political thought in their historical settings from Plato to the 17th century, with
a critical evaluation of those elements of continuing worth.

PLSC 4338-002H: Criminal Procedure: 4" Amendment Rights
Pamela Corley | TuTh 12:30-1:50 PM | Hyer Hall, 201
CC - None

Examines the application of the rules regulating police as they investigate crimes and pursue
suspects, specifically, the constitutional rules governing search and seizure under the Fourth
Amendment.

PLSC 4375-002H: The Ethics of Revolution and Civil Disobedience
James Wilson | TuTh 3:30-4:50 PM | Annette Simmons Hall, 138
CC — Civic and Individual Ethics

A survey of the ethical and philosophical issues surrounding resistance to state power and
disobedience of civil law. Examines ancient, medieval, and modern perspectives on when such
defiance is justifiable.

SOCI 1300-004H: Introduction to Sociology
Daniel Bolger | TuTh 11:00 AM-12:20 PM | Dallas Hall, 157
CC - Social and Behavioral Sciences

This course will provide an introduction to sociological theories, methods, and debates. In the
first section of the course we will focus on what sociology is and how it can help us understand
the world around us. In particular, we will focus on defining sociology and understanding how
sociologists think about the social world, a task that will involve examining foundational
sociological theories, influential thinkers, and social scientific methods. In the second section of
the course we will focus on what sociology can tell us about the major systems, institutions,
and organizations within society. These social systems—including gender, race, immigration,
the labor market, families, culture, social networks, and religion—are the main objects of
sociological investigation and will provide us with an overarching framework for understanding
how the social world “works.” In the final section of the course we will focus on current debates
in the field of sociology. While this course is introductory in that it will provide a broad overview
of sociological thinking, we will also delve into many contemporary debates about the current
state of the social world.



Cox School of Business Courses

FINA 4332-001H: Practicum in Asset and Wealth Management
Instructor/Staff | Th 2:00-4:50 PM | David B Miller Quadrangle, 0005
CC - None

Offers practical experience in investments through management of the Ann Rife Cox
Investment Fund. Economic and industry analysis and determining how that analysis affects
investment decisions. Topics include money and capital market forecasts, selection of
individual securities, development of a portfolio strategy, and additional topics in asset and
wealth management.

Prerequisites: FINA 4325, FINA 4125, FINA 4326, FINA 4126. By application.

MNO 3370-007H: Management
Scott Hensley | MW 2:00-3:20 PM | David B Miller Quadrangle, 1315
CC - None

Develops skills in managerial behavior that facilitate high performance and satisfaction as well
as continued self-development for all organization members.

Prerequisites: Restricted to Cox majors, minors in business fall 2021 and beyond, minors in
business with energy management fall 2024 and beyond, BBA Scholars or Business Direct
entering SMU fall 2020 and beyond, or CXMN intent to declare the minor in business.



