
  

Mustang Faculty, 

Welcome to fall 2025 on the Hilltop! 

We are at a unique and pivotal moment for SMU. At the start of the summer, you 

welcomed six new leaders (a president, a provost [that’s me!] and four deans) to our 

institution. All of us, along with the entire leadership team, are eager and committed to 

partnering with you to build on the successes that the university community has 

achieved. We were all attracted to SMU for different reasons, but it is clear to me that all 

these reasons are tied to the momentum you have built and is most recently reflected in 

achieving Carnegie R1 status. We are here to work together to continue to accelerate 

SMU’s ascension!  

One of my draws to SMU was the opportunity to work alongside colleagues, like you, 

who prize their role in the classroom. I know I have joined a faculty who has raised the 

bar in research without sacrificing the quality of our students’ academic experience. 

Through your hard work and dedication, the value of a SMU degree continues to rise! 

We can see this through the University’s steady increase of high-achieving 

undergraduates and improved 4- and 6-year undergraduate graduation rates. The work 

you do in the classroom is the bedrock of SMU’s reputation for teaching excellence! 

Thank you!  

Of course, as we all know, there is quite a bit of structure that goes along with being a 

great professor. And as we gear up for the semester, and as you finalize your course 

syllabi, I wanted to share the following reminders and recommendations to promote 

clear and consistent communication with our students.  

Please view SMU’s evergreen site for required syllabus statements on Title IX, Disability 

Accommodations, Academic Polices and Student Support Services. The SMU Syllabus 

Library on SMU’s cloud syllabus platform (Simple Syllabus) will automatically integrate 

this mandatory language into all syllabi to serve as a resource for faculty and students.  

Due to advancements in publicly available Generative AI technology, the SMU Faculty 

Technology Council built a Generative AI statement-building tool that is available in 

Simple Syllabus. All courses must include a clear statement about Generative AI either 

by using this tool or by selecting one of the other available options. 

As a reminder, to support the SMU in Four initiative, all 3-credit undergraduate courses 

must integrate their syllabus, calendar and gradebook into Canvas. In addition, effective 

this fall semester, a new attendance-taking tool will be available and optional to all 

faculty, with the exception of a selection of courses that will require the use of this 

attendance tool for meeting institutional goals. More information, including details on 

workshops, can be found at this FAQ. The SMU Academic Instructional Technology 
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team provides comprehensive instructional technology support, including a self-help 

website, dedicated school/college support through Academic Technology Service 

Directors (ATSDs), and academic technology workshops August 13-21. 

Updated guidelines for faculty and students on using technology-based instructional 

modalities during extenuating circumstances have been added to the university required 

syllabus statements. Remote teaching, once authorized temporarily by SACSCOC, has 

not been permitted since May 2022. Please ensure your syllabi are updated to reflect 

current policies, removing and obsolete COVID-19 information. For disability-related 

teaching accommodations, contact the Office of Institutional Access and Equity. For 

courses taught entirely online, approval from the Educational Programs Committee is 

required, adhering to the SMU Office of Global, Online and Continuing Education’s 

standards.  

Finally, please also familiarize yourself with SMU’s inclement weather and emergency 

operations guidelines to navigate any potential university announcements.  

Thank you for your commitment to a successful fall 2025! This letter and any further 

updates will be accessible on the Office of the Executive Vice President and Provost 

website under Provost Communications. 

  

Warmly, 

 

Rachel Davis Mersey, Ph.D. 

Executive Vice President and Provost 

Southern Methodist University 

https://www.smu.edu/provost 
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