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 Education

 
 
1984-89 D.Phil.  University of Oxford        Departmental Honors 
 
1978-82 M.Div.  Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary    G.P.A.:  3.9/4.0 
 
1975-78 B.A.  Illinois Wesleyan University     G.P.A.:  4.0/4.0 
  

  

Employment 
 
 

2016-  Perkins School of Theology, SMU                               Dean and Professor of New Testament 
 
2010-2016 Duke Divinity School   Executive Director of D.Min. & M.A.C.P. Programs 

    Research Professor of Theological Pedagogy 
 
 
1995-2010 Wesley Theological Seminary       Tenured Full Professor of New Testament 

Executive Director of Academic Outreach 
   Director, Wesley Ministry Network 

Co-Director, Dual-Degree with American University 
Director, M.T.S. Degree  

 
2006             Moscow Seminary (Methodist), Moscow, Russia                                 Visiting Professor 

 
2006   Methodist Seminary, Seoul, Korea    Visiting Professor 
 
2000-01  Clare Hall, University of Cambridge   Visiting Fellow 
 
2000   Smithsonian Institution     Lecturer  
 
1997   Howard University Divinity School                          Visiting Professor 
 



 
 

1993-95   Presbyterian College                  Assistant Professor 
 

1992-93  Indiana University                                                        Visiting Professor 
 
1990, 1991 Yale Divinity School       Henry R. Luce Fellow  
 
1990-91        First United Methodist Church, Meriden, CT      Director of Christian Education  
 

1988-89        Christ Church College, University of Oxford                             Chaplain 
  
1981-84        First United Methodist Church, Peoria, IL                Associate Pastor 
 
1980-81        St. Aldate’s Church, Oxford, England (Anglican)                                Intern 
 
1978-80        Woodside United Methodist Church, Springfield, IL             Associate Pastor 
 
1975-78        St. Luke Union Church (Presbyterian & Congregational),    Youth Worker 
         Bloomington, IL  
 
 

 Awards and Fellowships 

 
 
2000-01      University of Cambridge         Visiting Fellow 
 
2000-01      Centre for Jewish-Christian Relations, Cambridge                   Fellow 
 
1990-92      Yale Divinity School        Henry R. Luce Fellow 
 
1988       University of Oxford         Hall-Houghton Award 
 
1987       United Methodist Church           Dempster Graduate Fellow 
 
1984       The British Academy                                          Overseas Research Student Award 
 
1984       Foundation for Theological Education                     John Wesley Fellow 
 
1982       Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary                       Graduate Preaching Award 
                             President’s Scholar 
 
1978       Illinois Wesleyan University                   Outstanding Senior Award 
          Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society 

 



 
 

 

Publications  
 
Books 
 
Servant of All: Status, Ambition, and the Way of Jesus (Grand Rapids:  Eerdmans, 2016). 
 
In God’s Time:  The Bible and the Future (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Press, 2002). 
 

O Tempo de Deus: A Bíblia e o Futuro; trans. Carlos Caldas and Jarbas Arago (Viçosa, Brazil:  
     Eitora Ultimato, 2004). 

 
Korean language edition published in 2010. 

 
Study Guide for In God’s Time (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Press, 2003). 

 
Hellenists and Hebrews: Reappraising Division within the Earliest Church (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 

1992). 
 

An expanded version of Hellenists and Hebrews will be published in 2017, including a foreword 
by Prof. Larry Hurtado of Edinburgh University.  

 
Commentaries 
 
“Romans.” The Wesley Study Bible, ed. Joel B. Green and William H. Willimon (Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 2009), pp. 1367-1387. 
 
“Romans.” The Oxford Bible Commentary, ed. John Barton and John Muddiman (Oxford and New York: 

Oxford University Press, 2001), pp. 1083-1110. 
 
Essays and Articles in Edited Volumes  
 
“Hellenists.” The Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception (Berlin: De Gruyter, forthcoming in 2016). 
 
“Jews and Gentiles in the Church;” “The Goal of Faith.” The Eerdmans Companion to the Bible (Grand 
     Rapids: Eerdmans, 2011), pp. 646-47, 725-26. 
 
“Reflections on the Use of ‘Exile’ as a Christian Category.” Strangers in a Strange Land, ed. Lucy Lind 

Hogan and D. William Faupel (Lexington, Kentucky: Emeth Press, 2009), pp. 75-78. 
 
“On the Source of Paul’s ‘Problem with Judaism.’” Redefining First-Century Jewish and Christian 

Identities: Essays in Honor of Ed Parish Sanders, ed. Fabian E. Udoh (Notre Dame, Indiana: 
University of Notre Dame Press, 2008), pp. 311-18. 

 
“The Jerusalem Church.” Jewish Christianity Reconsidered: Rethinking Ancient Groups and Texts, ed. 



 
 

Matt Jackson-McCabe (Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2007), pp. 39-56. 
 
“Condemnation;” “Day of Judgment;” “Judgment Seat.” The New Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, 

Vols. 1-3, ed. Katharine Doob Sakenfield, et. al. (Abingdon Press, 2006 and 2008), pp. 714 (Vol. 
1), 45-46 (Vol. 2), 466 (Vol. 3).  

 
“Life Everlasting.” Exploring & Proclaiming the Apostles’ Creed, ed. Roger E. Van Harn (Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans Press, 2004), pp. 292-297. 
 
“Restoring the Kingdom to Israel.” Shadow of Glory: Reading the New Testament after the 

Holocaust, ed. Tod Linafelt (New York: Routledge Press, 2002), pp. 185-200. 
 

“Hellenists, Hellenistic and Hellenistic-Jewish Christianity.” Dictionary of the Later New Testament 
  & Its Developments, ed. Ralph P. Martin and Peter H. Davids (Downers Grove, Illinois: 

InterVarsity Press, 1997), pp. 462-69. 
 
“Acts 6:1-8:4: Division or Diversity?” History, Literature, and Society in the Book of Acts, ed. Ben 

Witherington, III (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 129-53. 
 
Curricula  
 

“The Christian Hope: God’s Mercy Over All God’s Works,” to be included in a curriculum produced  
 for the church under the direction of the United Methodist Council of Bishops.   
 

“Revelation.” Video lecture for the revised DISCIPLE I series (Abingdon, 2005). 
 
Greek: From Alpha to Omega. Co-authored with Robert Mowery. Curriculum and workbook  
  published by Illinois Wesleyan University, 1978.   
 
Producer and editor of eleven Wesley Ministry Network video series, used by over 100,000 people 
in approximately twenty countries. Author of most text-based curricula. The programs:  
 

Methodist Doctrine (2011) 

Methodist Evangelism (2011) 

Methodist History (2010) 

 Religion and Science: Pathways to Truth (2008)  

 Devotion to Jesus: The Divinity of Christ in Earliest Christianity (2008) 

 Simply Christian (2007) 

 Serious Answers to Hard Questions (2006) 



 
 

 A Life Worthy of the Gospel (2005) 

 Journey Through the Psalms (2005) 

 Women Speak of God (2004) 

 In God=s Time: The Bible and the Future (2004)  

 

Other Publications  

“We Are Having the Wrong Debate.” Religion & Ethics Newsweekly 726 (27 February 2004), 
www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/week726/exclusive.html.  

 
“Eschatology for the Rest of Us.” Catalyst 30 (2, 2004), pp. 6-7.  
 
“The End of the World–Again.” The Dallas Morning News (26 October 2002).  
 
“Lessons for the First, Second, and Sixth Sundays in Lent and for Easter." Quarterly Review 19 (4, 1999-

2000), pp. 414-30.  
 
“For Lack of Knowledge.” Catalyst 24 (2, 1998), pp. 3-5.  
 
 
 

Offices --- 

    

 

2005-07 Board of Governors, Wesley Theological Seminary 
 

 Faculty Representative 

2004-05 Society of Biblical Literature, Mid-Atlantic Region 
 

President 

1995-97 Illinois Wesleyan University 
 

Trustee 

1976-77 Illinois Wesleyan University Student Senate President 
      
 

 

  Memberships 

 

 

2009-10 Society for the Advancement of 
Continuing Education in Ministry  
 

Member 

2007-10 Christian Educators Fellowship 
 

Member 



 
 

 

 

2003- Society for New Testament Studies 
 

Member 

2003-06 Washington Theological Consortium         Chair, Technology Committee 
 

2002- University of Cambridge 
 

Lifetime Member 

1999-2001 The Wabash Center 
 

Consultation Member 

1989- University of Oxford 
 

Lifetime Member 

1984- The Oxford Society 
 

Member 

1983- Illinois Great Rivers Annual Conference, 
The United Methodist Church 
 

Elder 

1981- Society of Biblical Literature Member 
  
 


