
The Four Cornerstones of Emerging Christianity
A Unique Experiential Workshop 

FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKERS BRIAN MCLAREN, SUZANNE STABILE AND NADIA BOLZ-WEBER

September 30 - October 1  •  Dallas, Texas  •  Sponsored by Life in the Trinity Ministry & Perkins School of Theology, SMU

Life in the Trinity Ministry
PO Box 742405, 
Dallas, Texas 75374-2405

NON-PROFIT
ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
DALLAS, TX

PERMIT #1913

September 30 - October 1  •  Dallas, Texas  •  Sponsored by Life in the Trinity Ministry & Perkins School of Theology, SMU                       

Brian McLaren has said, “People aren’t seeking religion – they’re seeking spirituality.” 

The Four Cornerstones of 
Emerging Christianity

In this conference, the 
EXPERIENCE of learning 
and sharing in community 
will likely be as memorable 
and enriching as the teaching 
and inspiration from the 
keynote speakers. By sharing 
with others in small group 
encounters, participants will 
deepen their understanding 
and practical knowledge  
of Emerging Christianity. 

The Four Cornerstones 
of Emerging Christianity

SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS 

FRIDAY      All participants will gather to hear theologians and teachers Brian 
McLaren, Nadia Bolz-Weber and Suzanne Stabile. While sharing about the 
current state of Emerging Christianity, Brian, Nadia and Suzanne will discuss the 
thrilling and sometimes uncomfortable realities of standing in liminal, sacred 
space. They will set the stage for discussion and sharing the following day. 

SATURDAY    Participants will move beyond the traditional lecture format to an intensive learning experience, where 
small groups will gather in four unique locations to study the four core priniciples of Emerging Christianity: spiritual 
disciplines, community, social justice and the historical Jesus. 

The small groups will share practical techniques for better connections in their own church communities. Participants 
must choose one topic and location for the day, in order to deepen ties with other group members. 

ADDED BONUS: Brian and Nadia will visit each location and join in discussion with each small group.

Life in the Trinity
9027 Midway Rd. 
Dallas, TX 75209

Northaven UMC
11211 Preston Rd. 
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Northway Christian Church
7202 West Northwest Highway 
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9800 Preston Rd. 
Dallas, TX 75230

Wilshire Baptist Church
4316 Abrams Rd. 
Dallas, TX 75214

Perkins School of Theology
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Cochran Chapel UMC
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FRIDAY, Sept. 30 • 6 - 9 p.m.   Keynote Discussion:  All Gather in One Location 
Preston Hollow Presbyterian Church, 9800 Preston Road, Dallas, TX 75230 

Name ________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________  Faith Community________________

Address_______________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________ State/Province________________

Zip/Post Code__________________________________  Country _______________

E-mail ________________________________________________________________
Saturday workshop you wish to attend (choose one):

_____________________________________________________________________

One registrant per form. Please duplicate as necessary.

  Work
  Home

SPECIAL NEEDS:
 Hearing    Mobility    Sight    Vegetarian    Other: _____________
 Scholarship Fund: I would like to contribute $_____________________

Cancellation Policy: $50 non-refundable deposit on all registrations. 
Some amount may be refundable or transferable. For a detailed explanation of the 
policy, call 214-366-3377 or visit our web site at www.lifeinthetrinity.com.

3-Digit 
Security 
Code

PAYMENT INFORMATION: 
 Check or money order (payable to LTM)  
 Visa      Master Card      Discover:

 

 
                        

                Amount Charged $ __________________  

 Exp. Date (mo/yr)  _______  _______     

 Name and address on registration form must match 
 billing address of credit card. 
  My billing address is different (please attach a separate sheet).

CONFERENCE RATES:	 by Sept.6	 after Sept. 6    
 Individuals	 $90	 $110
 Groups of 3 or more	 $85	 $100

   (per person)
 Special 	 $85	 $100
 Walk-in 	 $110	 $125

Lunch will be provided at each location.

REGISTRATION FORM  The Four Cornerstones of Emerging Christianity 
Mail to:  Life in the Trinity Ministry, PO Box 742405, Dallas, Texas 75374-2405  ATTN: FOUR CORNERSTONES
OR Register online at www.lifeinthetrinityministry.com

The Four Cornerstones of Emerging Christianity
September 30 - October 1  •  Dallas, Texas  •  Sponsored by Life in the Trinity Ministry & Perkins School of Theology, SMU

SATURDAY, Oct. 1 • 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.  Small Groups in Four Locations (select one)
Groups will meet at one of the sponsoring churches and specific locations will be announced Friday night.

For more information or to register online visit lifeinthetrinityministry.com
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The Four Cornerstones of Emerging Christianity
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Spiritual Disciplines	
The Rev. Courtney Pinkerton, pastor Church in the Cliff, Dallas
The Rev. Fred Schmidt, Episcopal priest, associate professor at Perkins School of Theology, SMU
author of numerous books
How do spiritual practices keep the liminal existence of the emerging church alive?  What are they?  How have 
they figured in the life of the church and how do they contribute now?  Topics include: group spiritual direction, 
vocational discernment, sustainable spiritual practice, vulnerability to the Holy, the journey inward and its 
relationship to the journey outward. 

Creating Meaningful Connection in Church Community	
Suzanne Stabile, Life in the Trinity Ministry, Founder/Animator
The Rev. Robyn Michalove, First Presbyterian Church, Fort Worth
This session will explore the ways in which meaningful connections among people of faith can create transformative 
communities of mutual trust and support.  We will talk about our fears and our expectations for relationship in the 
church, the ways we desire our church community to positively impact those who live outside the church experience, 
and about the influence of liminality on our perceptions of community. We will grapple with the concept of social 
capital, its importance to the church as well as to society as a whole.

Social Justice			 
The Rev. Bill McElvaney, LeVan Professor Emeritus of Preaching and Worship, 
Perkins School of Theology, SMU
The Rev. Larry James, CEO CitySquare, Dallas
This workshop will identify biblical roots for social justice, analysis of the way things are, and practical nonviolent 
strategies for doing justice in a variety of settings.  The workshop’s assumption is that justice is basic to the 
Christian Gospel, necessary for the world’s future, and possible to be demonstrated by committed Christians.  
Larry and Bill will present reflections encouraging active participation and discussion.    

The Historical Jesus
The Rev. Joseph Stabile, pastor of Cochran Chapel, founder of Life in the Trinity Ministry
Dr. Doug Slawson, history professor at National University, San Diego, author of numerous books
As Christians, we sometimes find ourselves wanting to say, “Will the Jesus behind the gospels, please step 
forward?” and “Is the Jesus of faith the Jesus of history?”  Since the late nineteenth century, historical-literary 
criticism of the Bible has raised questions about the historical Jesus making it necessary to find a critical path 
linking the Jesus of history to the Jesus of faith. This session will explore the issues of biblical criticism, biblical 
inspiration, belief, and the lived experience of the people of God.

Brian McLaren is an author, 
speaker, activist and public 
theologian. A former 
college English teacher and 
pastor, he is an ecumenical 
global networker among 
innovative Christian leaders. Brian is a 
frequent guest on TV and radio programs, 
including Larry King Live and Nightline. 
He was listed in Time magazine as one of 
America’s 25 most influential evangelicals.
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Suzanne Stabile, an 
internationally renowned 
teacher and director of 
retreats, offers a unique 
and creative approach to 
the practice of Spiritual 
Formation.  A master teacher of the 
Enneagram, Suzanne draws upon her 
educational background at Southern 
Methodist University, as well as her life 
skills learned as a mother of four, social 
worker and minister’s spouse. 

Nadia Bolz-Weber is a preacher, 
blogger and pastor of a 
75-member mission church in 
Denver. Considered one of the 
“rock stars” in the emerging 
church movement since her  
2008 ordination in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of America, Nadia is a blend of 
traditional and innovative, ancient and 
postmodern, devout and irreverent, brash 
and humble, flip and profound.


