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Introduction

WGST 3370 is a class that focuses on feminist theory and speculative fiction and is cross-listed as a 3000-
level English class. The course is writing and reading-heavy, and students are expected to demonstrate
their understanding of feminist theory as well as produce researched writing. | decided to create this
project in the place of a more traditional research essay in the hopes that learning to edit Wikipedia
would help students think more deeply about research and feminist knowledge production. In
conversation and collaboration with Julia Anderson, we chose three SLOs for the project: Authority Is
Constructed and Contextual, Research as Inquiry, and Scholarship as Conversation.

In order to edit effectively, students first had to learn how to understand and evaluate different kinds of
sources, how to read sources, and how to use search systems. They also learned about scholarship
conventions and how to enter a conversation with other scholars’ research. Because Wikipedia is a
communal site, it already has an elaborate system of checks and balances as well as standards for
acceptable edits. | believe that this makes Wikipedia an ideal place for students to explore the idea of
scholarship as conversation, since discussions of peer review and monographs can feel abstract to an
undergraduate.

In terms of feminism, much of feminist analysis (especially intersectional analysis) asks us to think about
who is an authority and why, and to also examine how social systems and institutions contribute to our
ideas of authority. This connects to the SLO about authority. In this assignment, we focused on feminist
writers and critics, many of whom are not well-known and whose work was dismissed when it was
initially published in the 60s, 70s, and 80s. By improving their pages, we corrected the gender gap on
Wikipedia as well as addressing a problem in scholarship. This addresses the idea of “scholarship as
conversation.” Finally, it was our hope that by equipping students to edit Wikipedia, they felt capable of
taking this skill with them in the future and continuing to edit the site. | think this project offers an
opportunity for students to hone their research and scholarship skills in a very practical way, and to
develop a skillset that they can use in the future.

Description of the information literacy assignment or activities

Julia Anderson came to our class multiple times to help students with the project. We decided to
scaffold the project by having smaller assignments, which included completing several trainings through
the WikiEdu website that familiarized students with the policies and ethics of Wikipedia. Ms. Anderson
led students through activities that had them compare robust and “stub” Wiki pages and guided them
through learning to recognize gaps in the information on the pages. Students also practiced finding and



evaluating different kinds of sources and learned to recognize that, for this project, there might be
sources besides peer-reviewed publications that were appropriate to use and cite.

Eventually, students chose a page of their own on a course-related topic to edit. They turned in a list of
annotated sources to me, and once approved they began the work of editing their chosen page. After
the pages went live, they interacted with other Wiki editors as appropriate. Ultimately, they submitted a
packet of all their work and a short reflection essay talking about their experience doing the project and
how it differed from a more traditional paper.

Method of assessment

Students were earned points on the project for completing trainings, turning in drafts, peer review, and
their final finished page. They were graded based on what they submitted, not whether the page’s edits
were allowed to stand (though no page edits were deleted by other editors that | am aware of). On the

whole, students performed very well and produced polished and thoughtful work.

| was surprised and very pleased by the results. | had expected some resistance from students since the
idea of editing Wikipedia can be intimidating. However, many students expressed that they were excited
to learn something new and that they understood how this assignment supported the research skills and
goals of the course. They also mentioned that Ms. Anderson was invaluable in making the process less
intimidating and making it feel manageable.

Results and impact on student learning
The reflection essays submitted by students indicated that they were pleased with the work they
produced and felt like the project was useful. Some sample responses:

“When I'm submitting a paper for an assignment, I’'m aware that my professor will be the only person
reading what | write. With this Wikipedia project, the live publication aspect puts an extra element of
“pressure” in the sense that you will have other people reading your edits and therefore relying on you
to provide accurate information that adds to their understanding of a specific topic. It definitely gives
you the feeling of having shared a research paper with someone other than your professor.”

“I think this was a very interesting experience to find, edit, and publish those edits on a Wikipedia site. |
am a frequent visitor of Wikipedia, but | often think of my Wikipedia visits as “not educational” because
I’'m not looking up scholarly topics that | usually would research in college classes|...] However, this
experience taught me that there’s a lot of time and in-depth research that goes into editing a Wikipedia
site. | think at first, the editing process scared me a bit because it’s permanent. | also was nervous
because | know there are people who really rely on Wikipedia for information, and | was worried that |
would be giving information that may be unhelpful. | also learned that it’s okay to change your research
halfway through if you find more meaningful information that leads you down the path of a different
topic.”

“1 enjoyed this project far more than a traditional essay assignment. Having a framework to start with
(the original page, before my edits) made it much easier for me to jump in and get to writing.”



“In a basic sense, | learned the editing side of Wikipedia. | did not understand the effort and behind the
scenes research that must happen for information to be published, and stay published, on Wikipedia.”

“I had never edited a Wikipedia article before this class and its assignment. | will not lie; | was kind of
intimidated by the prospect of having my work on such a well-populated online encyclopedia. | think the
most challenging part of the assignment was, like a traditional project or essay, getting started. For this
assignment in particular, | did not know who or what to pick as the subject to research. Almost luckily, |
was absent from class one day and met with Julia Anderson to discuss what | missed that day. [...] | do
not think | would have had the same positive experience if | had not gone to Julia.”

“This was my first time editing a Wikipedia page, and the process was much more user friendly than |
initially expected. It is intimidating to edit something so well known, used, and generally respected. | am
personally technologically challenged as well, so the idea of working in the backend of any website is
very daunting, but working in the visual editor made it all far more digestible. The Wikipedia courses and
class sessions with Julia served as excellent preparation and confidence building as well. | am looking
forward to keeping tabs on the page and adding to more that | am passionate about. | love the idea that
these collaborative research and writing pieces are preserved throughout time but also edited across it.”

“l am confident with the entire process and feel empowered to become an active participant in the
Wikipedia community now. | also learned that it is a far more trustworthy source (by and large) than |
was taught throughout elementary, middle, and high school. Going through the planning, research, and
editing process myself gave me a new appreciation for the credibility of Wikipedia pages. Looking at the
backend and examining the countless edits made by different users further solidified my confidence in
the validity of Wikipedia’s information. Users are very quick to correct errors from what | have
observed! | have already found myself using Wikipedia as a reference far more than at the start of this
semester. It has a wealth of information and is a great way to work around paywalls.”

Summary and next steps

| will be using this assignment again in the fall when | teach this course. One of the tweaks | will make is
to use more of the resources available on WikiEdu, which even offers a way to pair your course with
specific volunteer editors as mentors for students. | think interacting with other editors will help
streamline some of the editing process on the site (some of the actual website editing was intimidating
to students) and will also further encourage students to think of their work as part of a collaboration.

| feel that this assignment was very successful and that it accomplished the goals Ms. Anderson and |
had set out in the beginning when we first discussed it. | look forward to continuing to use and refine
the assignment, and hope that my students will continue to find it useful.

Appendix

Wikipedia Editing Research Project

This semester, you will learn to edit Wikipedia! You will choose a Wikipedia page that
relates to our course material, identify weaknesses or gaps in the page’s content, and



work to correct it through finding sources and editing the page with a brief
contribution. You will need to find at least four sources to support your research, and
at least one should be a peer-reviewed article or book (unless there is a reason this
kind of source is not appropriate for your topic).

Why are we doing this?

Wikipedia is a site we all use, though we may have been warned against
it. After completing this project, you will have an in-depth knowledge of its
workings and be able to evaluate reliability and authority.

Wikipedia has a well-documented gender bias. By editing pages on
temale writers and critics, you will be helping to solve that problem.

Learning to edit requires a similar skill set as a research paper: evaluating
sources, finding sources, entering into a scholarly conversation. We are just
applying these skills in a different way.

What will I be graded on?

We will break the project down into small assignments, due over the
course of the semester.

You will receive points for finding appropriate sources, conversing with
other Wiki editors, attending trainings, and editing the page. Your grade will

depend on these assignments rather than what the final Wiki page winds up
looking like.

What does this look like?

o Learn about online information production and how Wikipedia works.
o Learn how to edit and use Wikipedia.

o Wiki Training 1: Policies due 9/10

o Wiki Training 2: Fvaluating due 9/12

o Wiki Training 3: Fvaluate an article due 9/12

o Wiki Training 4: Improving Representation due 9/26

o Choose a page related to our course material that needs work.
o Conduct research with library and online resources to fill in the gaps on your
chosen page.

o Submit Assignment 1: Page, Sources, & Gaps due 10/3 detailing your page,

what information you think is missing, and the sources that will fill this gap.



o NB: This step is going to be tricky! If you don’t do it well, you will feel
frustrated and be going down rabbit holes all semester. Reach out to
Julia Anderson or Dr. B for help if needed.
o Write your draft. Assignment 2: Rough Draft due 10/29
o Get feedback from Dr. B and peers & give feedback to others. Assignment 3:
Peer Review due 11/5 Revise as needed. Assignment 4: Draft to Dr. B due
11/12
o Post your work to Wikipedia.
o Get feedback from Wikipedians.
o Submit final page and annotated bib to Dr. B.
o Submit a reflection essay talking about your experience.

e Wiki Project: Final Packet due 11/22
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Final Edited Page

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamela_Zoline

W Pamela Zoline - Wikipedia X+ v

€ C % en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamela_Zoline ¥t @ Relaunchtoupdate i

ch Wikipedia Search Huonns B Cfy = & v

) WIKIPEDIA
%)

The Free Encyclopedia

Celebrate Women's Voices: Join the #SheSaid Campaign!

Get involved!

Pamela Zoline %A 2languages
Main menu  hide Article Talk Read Edit View history W Tools  hide
Main page From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia General

Content: - "
ontents Pamela Zoline (or Pamela Lifton-Zoline; born on June 20, 1941) is an American science fiction writer, painter, and activist.
Current events

Random article

Background (e

About Wikipedia

Permanent link

Zoline was bon in Chicago, llinois!") but lived in the United Kingdom, especially London, for the first two decades of her life.?) She

sonate studied at the Slade School of Art in London.'%) She then moved back to the United States, planting roots in Telluride, CO, where she pf‘“f "'f‘”'mm
has now lived for almost 50 years.|*) Cite this page

Switch to old look Get shortened URL

Contribute Writing (e Download QR code

Help Expand all

Loam to adit Zoline is admired for her experimental approach to both the form of the short story and the genre of science fiction, especially for Edit interlanguage links
using the language of science to interrogate the scientific world view. Among science fiction fans, she is best known for her short story

Community portal "The Heat Death of the Universe", published in 1967 in New Worlds under the name P. A. Zoline.®! Called a "classic" of the genre by Print/export

Recent changes contemporary scholars, 1718 it has been frequently reprinted since its original publication. ! Download as PDF

dpioadtie "Heat Death" is structured in a loosely style, with 54 narrated in a ter-of-fact third- 00 OO
person voice. It centers on a day in the life of middle-class housewife Sarah Boyle as she goes about preparing her children's In other projects

Contents S breakfast and organizing a birthday party. Boyle's domestic sphere is presented as a possibly closed system analogous to the Wikidata tem

(Top) universe itself, and Boyle as subject to the ravages of literal and metaphorical entropy.?! As the narrative veers back and forth among

Background scientific of events, and the effect is of a mind and a Appoarance [de

Wiiting culture on the verge of collapse.

At Zoline went on to publish further stories in magazines including The New SF, Likely Stories, and Interzone. She has also written a e

Activism children's book (Annika and the Wolves), libretti for two operas (Harry Houdini and the False and True Occult, The Forbidden Small

Personal life Experiment), and original science fiction radio plays for the Telluride Science Fiction Project. Along with science fiction writer John o Standard

Works Sladek, she was an editor of and contributor to two issues of Ronald Reagan: The Magazine of Poetry (1968).1%) Large

Notes


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamela_Zoline

W Pamela Zoline - Wikipedia X &3 Wiki Project Final Packet x |+ v
<« C % en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pamela_Zoline Y% @ Relaunchtoupdate
Q Pamela Zoline M O % 4 3 2languages v & v

Art esn)
Contents  hide Tools  hide
o) Zoline was formally trained as a painter during her time at the Slade School of Art. Her style blends the natural and supematural, often
sackorond experimenting with the interplay between the two. In Zoline's words, “Art is meant to be practical and illuminating, to move the
ackgroun )

N furniture of the world around."'%) What links here
Writing Related changes
Art She is the Mountainfilm Festival 2024 mural artist and very active member of the Telluride art community. Zoline’s mural for this year’s s )

pecial pages
Activism festival depicts a man dwarfing his parents and their home during a visit to their New York apartment.*) It is modeled after Diane

y ; . P tlink
Peraonal Lie Arbus' 1970 photograph A Jewish Giant at Home with his Parents in the Bronx, New York 1) crmanentin
Page information

Works Zoline has long been a defender of murals and other art in Telluride’s public spaces. She is a believer in the conversations they spark Cite this page
Notes and perspectives they challenge. In defense of allowing murals painted for the Mountainfilm Festival to remain on local buildings Get shortened URL

et shortene
Further reading beyond the dates of the festival, Zoline argued, “The fact that we're a historic district doesn't mean that history stopped in the era of

N Download QR cod

External links significance. We, right now, are making the history for the folks who come after us."'?! ounload A code

Expand all

Edit interlanguage links

Activism (ea)
Prinexport
Zoline is an advocate for environmental education and protection at the and instituti levels, il as it relates to

the Rocky Mountains. In addition to her co-founding of the Telluride Institute, her writing and art are also reflective of this.'"* In a 2024

Download as PDF

interview, Zoline summed her philosophy on activism stating, “I don't think there’s going to be any future that's not radical. Printable version

In other projects.

Personal Life () Wikddata kem
Zoline and her husband, John Lifton-Zoline (also known as John Lifton), have lived in Telluride, Colorado since the late 1960s./%"4]
She and John raised three children here, Abby, Jos, and Gabe. In 1984 she co-founded the Telluride Institute with Lifton and others. Appearance hide
Text
Works (e
) Small
« The Heat Death of the Universe and Other Stories, 1967 (short story collection). ° Standard
* The Holland of the Mind, 1969. Large
« Sheep. Likely Stories: A Collection of Untraditional Fiction. Treacle press, 1981.
Width

Annika and the Wolves. Coffee House Press, 1985.
Instructions for Exiting This Building in Case of Fire. Interzone #12 1985 ° Standard
Busy About The Tree Of Life. The Women's press, 1988.

Aulde Fleet. Polder: A Festschrift for John Clute and Judith Clute. Old Earth Press, 2006

Wide

Color (beta)

Notes (o)

The 21st century additionally saw global conversations around gender identity which helped further the presence
of androgyny in fashion. In the mid-2010s, online searches for the word "nonbinary" skyrocketed, and young
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Stina Leicht (born March 29, 1972)[‘] is an American science fiction and fantasy fiction Stina Leicht
author living in central Texas.?) She was nominated for the Campbell Award in 20121°!
Born March 29, 1972 (age 52)

and 2013,1*) and was shortlisted for the Crawford Award in 2012.°! Leicht was
mentioned in Locus Magazine's 2012 Recommended Reading List.’) She is also one of
the regular hosts of the Skiffy and Fanty Show.!”)

St Louis, Missouri, US
Occupation  Writer

Nationality ~ American
Period 2009-Present
Personal Life (e Genre 'sciince fiction space opera
antasy

Website

https://www.csleicht.com/ 2

Since the seventh grade, Leicht wanted to be a writer. However, because of her dad's
lack of support, Leicht went on to study 3D animation at Austin Community College
instead. She was employed as a graphic designer and, after the dot com bubble burst of
2001, worked at a bookstore called BookPeople where she leamned a lot of the publishing process. (€]

Despite being into science fiction since she discovered Star Trek at the age of four, Leicht shied away from writing that genre due to
the misogynistic comments and viewpoints that came with the science fiction community. Now, she enjoys the optimism about science
fiction the most.1°! Leicht takes some inspiration for her writing from personal experiences with denominations of Christianity. She has
said she was treated as "some form of ignorant alien" because she was Catholic.[']

In her free time, Leicht studies Kung Fu and takes classes at Moy Yat Kung Fu Academy. She loves Kung Fu because it is the only
martial art that was created by a woman for women.!']

According to her website, Stina is pronounced as Tina with an S added to the front and Leicht is Lite, exactly like the beer brand.['?)
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