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57th Annual Air Law Symposium
Omni Las Colinas, 221 East Las Colinas Boulevard, Irving, TX  75039

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023

6:00 p.m. – Early Check-in & Late Registration
9:00 p.m.	

6:00 p.m.      Welcome Reception

THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023
	
7:30 a.m.     Continental Breakfast

7:30 a.m. – Check-in & Late Registration
5:00 p.m.

Morning Session

Garrett L. Pendleton, Presiding 

8:15 a.m.	 Ladd Sanger
	 Welcoming Remarks

8:30 a.m.	 Panel: 		    	 Current Aviation Insurance Claims Issues 
		  Moderator:	 Garrett L. Pendleton – Starr Adjustment Services, Inc.
		  Panelists:  	 Patricia Moores – Aon 
							       Mike Peterson – WTW (Willis Towers Watson)
							       Rachel Priester – Global Aerospace, Inc.
						        	 Thomas J. Vargo, Esq. – XL Specialty Insurance Company
						        	  
9:30 a.m.	 David Gerger
 	  Gerger Hennessy & Martin LLP – ETHICS: I guess I lied

10:00 a.m.	 John M. Dubreuil 
	 Daigle Fisse & Kessenich, PLC – Where Ya’t & Whatcha’ Doin’ The 		
	 Importance of Situs and Purpose in Offshore Aviation Accidents

10:30 a.m.	 Morning Break

Bill O’Connor, Presiding

10:45 a.m.	 Robert M. McDowell and Henry Wendel
	 Cooley LLP – Tales from the FCC: Recent Radio Spectrum Disputes 		
	 and their Effect on Aviation 

11:15 a.m.	 David T. Norton and K. Greg J. Reigel
	 Shackelford, Bowen, McKinley & Norton, LLP – Aircraft Leasing – How 		
	 to Comply with the Regulations and What Happens When You Don’t

11:45 a.m.	 Luncheon
	
12:30 p.m.	 Luncheon speaker – Marc Nichols 
	 FAA, Chief Counsel – Icarus’s Redemption?

Afternoon Session

Garrett L. Pendleton, Presiding

1:15 p.m.	 Katherine A. Staton 
	 Jackson Walker LLP – Hot Topics and Current Issues Related to 		
	 Aircraft Ownership and Cost Sharing

1:45 p.m.		  Panel: 		    	 General Counsel
		  Moderator:	 Todd Worthe – Worthe Hanson & Worthe, A Law Corporation 
		  Panelists:  	 Armando Carlo – The Boeing Company
							       Joshua Gang – Piper Aircraft, Inc. 
							       Elizabeth Lopez, Esq. – United Airlines, Inc.
			    				    James V. Marks – Dassault Falcon Jet Corp. 
			    		     	
2:45 p.m.	 Afternoon Break

Ladd Sanger, Presiding

3:00 p.m.	 Kathy A. Yodice, Esq. 
	 Law Offices of Yodice Associates – FAA Enforcement – the Old, the 		
	 New and Practice Tips for the Future

3:30 p.m.	 Panel: 		    	 ETHICS: Mediating the Aviation Case: Navigating 		
						      Advocacy and Ethics
		  Moderators:	 Michael C. Siboni, Esq. – Siboni Law Group
							       Frederick “Rick” Alimonti – Alimonti Law Offices, P.C.
							       and Alimonti Mediation Services

2023 PROGRAM SCHEDULE



		  Panelists:  	 Erin R. Applebaum, Esq. – Kreindler & Kreindler LLP 
							       Christopher J. Jahr, Esq. – Wicker, Smith, O’Hara, McCoy
							       & Ford, P.A.
							       Michael Page, Esq. – Allianz Global Risks US Insurance
							       Company

4:30 p.m.		  Gary C. Robb
		  Robb & Robb LLC – Creative Cross Examination of the Aviation Expert

5:00 p.m.	 Ladd Sanger 
	 Closing Remarks

5:05 p.m.	 Reception

FRIDAY, MARCH 31, 2023

8:00 a.m.	 Continental Breakfast

8:00 a.m. –	 Check-in & Late Registration
3:00 p.m.

Morning Session
Ladd Sanger, Presiding 

8:45 a.m.	 Brittany C. Wakim 
	 Victor Rane – Recent Developments in Aviation Law

9:45 a.m.	 Jeff Klang 
	 FAA, Asst. Chief Counsel, Intl. and Security Law – TBA

10:15 a.m.  James T. Anderson, III
	 Krutch Lindell Bingham Jones, PS – Making Complicated Things 		
	 Simple is Still Complicated: Effective Use of Technology Outside of 		
	 the Courtroom

10:45 a.m.	 Morning Break

Bill O’Connor, Presiding

11:00 a.m.	 Kevin P. Durkin
	 Clifford Law Offices – Update on Boeing 737 Max litigation

11:45 a.m.	 Luncheon

	 Presentation of the 20th Annual International Aviation Womens 			
	 Association Scholarship and other scholarship presentations

12:30 p.m.	 Luncheon Speaker - Douglas Coleman 
	 Reliable Robotics Corporation – Automated Aircraft Coming Soon to 		
	 an Airport Near You  

Afternoon Session
Debra Fowler, Presiding

1:15 p.m.	 	 Ray P. Johnson
	 Raymond Paul Johnson, A Law Corporation
	 Autonomous Aircraft: The Future, Now?

1:45 p.m.		  Panel: 		    	 Perspectives from the Office of the General Counsel		
						      (USDOT) and Office of the Chief Counsel (FAA) – a 		
						      fireside chat with John Putnam and Marc Nichols

		  Moderator:	 William V. O’Connor – Cooley LLP				  
	 Panelists:  	 Marc Nichols – FAA, Chief Counsel

							       John E. Putnam – U.S. Dept. of Transportation, General Counsel

2:30 p.m.	 	 B. Patrick Honnebier
	 Rep Law – The Capetown Convention Offers Registered 			 
	 International Interests Providing Maximal Security to American 		
	 Lessees of Aircraft

3:30 p.m.		  Afternoon Break

Pam Hicks, Presiding

3:45 p.m.	 	 Barry F. Benson
	 U.S. Department of Justice – Give me a Vector to the Courthouse.
	 Air Traffic Control Litigation Trends

4:15 p.m.		  Vincent C. Lesch
	 Kreindler & Kreindler, LLP – ETHICS: Ethics in Commercial Aviation 		
	 Litigation Settlements

5:00 p.m.		  Ladd Sanger
		  Closing Remarks

5:05 p.m.		  Closing Reception



2023 SPONSORS

PLATINUM LEVEL SPONSORS
Clifford Law Offices – Chicago, Illinois
Cunningham Swaim, LLP – Dallas, Texas
Slack Davis Sanger, LLP – Dallas, Texas

GOLD LEVEL SPONSORS
Cooley LLP – San Diego, California
Dewsnup, King, Olsen, Worel, Havas, Mortensen, Milne – 
Salt Lake City, Utah
Robb & Robb LLC – Kansas City, Missouri
Structured Annuities, LLC – Fort Worth, Texas
Worthe Hanson & Worthe – Santa Ana, California

SILVER LEVEL SPONSORS
Anderson & Riddle, LLP – Fort Worth, Texas
Brown, Proctor & Howell, LLP – Fort Worth, Texas
Cantey Hanger, LLP – Dallas, Texas
Hicks Davis Wynn, P.C. – Houston, Texas
Shackelford, Bowen, McKinley & Norton, LLP – Dallas, Texas
Spohrer Dodd Trial Attorneys – Jacksonville, Florida
Victor Rane – Beverly Hills, California
Wisner Baum – Los Angeles, California

BRONZE LEVEL SPONSORS
Lane Powell PC – Seattle, Washington
Martinez & Ritorto, PC – New York, New York 
Mozley Finlayson & Loggins LLP –  Atlanta, Georgia
 

 SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS
International Aviation Womens Association – Forest Hill, Maryland

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS
Avis Rent A Car System, LLC – Parsippany, New Jersey
Budget Rent A Car System, Inc. – Parsippany, New Jersey

EXHIBITORS
A&P Aviation Consulting, Inc. – Ronkonkoma, New York
ESi – Seattle, Washington

Check our website for updates!
https://www.smu.edu/Law/Students/LawJournals/Air-Law-Symposium

https://www.smu.edu/Law/Students/LawJournals/Air-Law-Symposium


2023 SPEAKERS

FREDERICK “RICK” ALIMONTI
Alimonti Law Offices, PC and Alimonti 
Mediation Services – Valhalla, New York

JAMES T. ANDERSON, III
Krutch Lindell Bingham Jones, PS
Seattle, Washington

ERIN R. APPLEBAUM, ESQ.	
Kreindler & Kreindler LLP
New York, New York

BARRY F. BENSON
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C.

ARMANDO CARLO	
The Boeing Company
Chicago, Illinois

DOUGLAS COLEMAN	
Reliable Robotics Corp.
Mountain View, California

JOHN M. DUBREUIL
Daigle Fisse & Kessenich, PLC
Madisonville, Louisiana

KEVIN P. DURKIN
Clifford Law Offices
Chicago, Illinois

JOSHUA GANG 
Piper Aircraft, Inc.
Vero Beach, Florida

DAVID GERGER
Gerger Hennessy & Martin LLP
Houston, Texas

B. PATRICK HONNEBIER
Rep Law
Amsterdam, The Netherlands

CHRISTOPHER J. JAHR, ESQ.	
Wicker, Smith, O’Hara, McCoy & Ford, P.A. 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

RAYMOND PAUL JOHNSON
Raymond Paul Johnson, A Law Corporation 
Manhattan Beach, California

JEFFREY KLANG
FAA, Office of the Chief Counsel
Washington, D.C.

VINCENT C. LESCH
Kreindler & Kreindler LLP
New York, New York

ELIZABETH LOPEZ, ESQ.
United Airlines, Inc.
Chicago, Illinois

ROBERT M. MCDOWELL
Cooley LLP
Washington, D.C.

JAMES V. MARKS	
Dassault Falcon Jet Corp.
South Hackensack, New Jersey

PATRICIA “PATTI” MOORES
Aon
New York, New York

MARC NICHOLS
FAA, Chief Counsel
Washington, D.C.

DAVID T. NORTON
Shackelford, Bowen, McKinley & Norton, LLP
Dallas, Texas

WILLIAM V. O’CONNOR
Cooley LLP
San Diego, California

MICHAEL PAGE, ESQ.
Allianz Global Risks US Insurance Company
Alpharetta, Georgia

GARRETT L. PENDLETON
Starr Adjustment Services, Inc.
Atlanta, Georgia

MIKE PETERSON
WTW (Willis Towers Watson)
New York, New York

RACHEL PRIESTER 
Global Aerospace, Inc.
Morris Plains, New Jersey

JOHN E. PUTNAM
U.S. Dept. of Transportation
Washington, D.C.

K. GREGORY J. REIGEL
Shackelford, Bowen, McKinley & Norton, LLP
Dallas, Texas

GARY C. ROBB
Robb & Robb LLC 
Kansas City, Missouri

LADD SANGER
Slack Davis Sanger LLP
Dallas, Texas

MICHAEL C. SIBONI, ESQ.
Siboni Law Group
Ocala, Florida

KATHERINE A. STATON
Jackson Walker LLP
Dallas, Texas

THOMAS J. VARGO, ESQ. 
AXA XL
Morristown, New Jersey

BRITTANY C. WAKIM
Victor Rane
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

HENRY WENDEL
Cooley LLP
Washington, D.C.

TODD C. WORTHE
Worthe Hanson & Worthe
Santa Ana, California

KATHLEEN A. YODICE, ESQ.
Law Offices of Yodice Associates
Potomac, Maryland



SYMPOSIUM REGISTRATION FORM
Please complete and return this form to:

SMU AIR LAW SYMPOSIUM
P.O. Box 750116, Dallas, Texas 75275-0116
Or email to Jalc_admin@mail.smu.edu 
Or register online at https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law

Please register the following person(s) for the 57th Annual SMU Air Law Symposium, 
Thursday, March 30 – Friday, March 31, 2023. The following information will be published 
in the Attendees List at the Symposium. Please fill in all of the information requested 
below:

Name(s)  _______________________________________________________________________

Firm/Company  __________________________________________________________________

Office Address  __________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip  ___________________________________________________________________

Office Phone  __________________________________  Fax _____________________________

E-Mail  _________________________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION RATES PER PERSON (includes sessions, materials, meals, and receptions)
Check appropriate box:

$395 Early Registration (if received by February 28, 2023)
$445 Regular Registration
$225 First-Time Attendee Rate
$300 Full-Time Government Employee Rate
$125 Full-Time Non-SMU Student Rate

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY REGISTRATION. Make check payable to SMU Air Law 
Symposium and mail to our office at the address listed at the top of the form. You may 
also provide credit card information below:

Billing Information:
Credit Card Number  _____________________________________Expiration Date ____________

Account Holder’s Name ______________________________________ Security Code _________

Billing Address  __________________________________________________________________

                          __________________________________________________________________
                                                     
Phone Number  __________________________________________________________________

OMNI LAS COLINAS HOTEL
ROOM REQUEST INFORMATION

57th ANNUAL SMU AIR LAW SYMPOSIUM, March 30-31, 2023
Omni at Las Colinas Hotel, 221 East Las Colinas Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039

Call 1-888-444-OMNI (6664) or (972) 556-0800 for room reservations.
You may also go online at the SMU Air Law Symposium webpage reservation link, https://www.

omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-2023-03282023.
Single (one person).....................$230
Double (two persons)..................$230

THESE RATES ARE GUARANTEED ONLY UNTIL MARCH 7, 2023
OR UNTIL THE ROOM BLOCK IS SOLD OUT

GUARANTEED RESERVATION 72 HOURS PRIOR TO SCHEDULED ARRIVAL. Rates subject 
to applicable taxes. Special Rates are also available for triple or quad occupancy. For further 
information, please inquire with the hotel.

Please note: The special room rates are limited and are not available if you book your reservation 
through a travel agent.

Reservations received after March 7, 2023, or after the room block is sold out will be booked 
on a space available basis. Check in time is 3:00 p.m. Check out time is 12:00 p.m. YOU MUST 
GUARANTEE YOUR ROOM WITH A CREDIT CARD OR BY CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE 
TO THE OMNI LAS COLINAS HOTEL IN THE AMOUNT OF THE FIRST NIGHT’S ROOM RENTAL. 
ROOM CHARGES FOR ONE NIGHT WILL BE BILLED FOR FAILURE TO CANCEL GUARANTEED 
RESERVATION 72 HOURS PRIOR TO SCHEDULED ARRIVAL

mailto:Jalc_admin%40mail.smu.edu?subject=
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-2023-03282023
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-2023-03282023
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-03252022. 


GENERAL INFORMATION

SYMPOSIUM INFORMATION: Contact the SMU Air Law Symposium, 
Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law, P.O. Box 750116, Dallas, Texas 
75275-0116; call (214) 768-2570, e-mail jalc_admin@mail.smu.edu, or visit the website at 
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/

LOCATION: The 57th Annual SMU Air Law Symposium will be held at the Omni Las 
Colinas Hotel, 221 East Las Colinas Blvd., Irving, Texas 75039. Hotel reservations may 
be made online or over the phone. For phone reservations, please call the hotel directly 
at 1-888-444-OMNI (6664) or (972) 556-0800. Be sure to identify yourself as a registrant 
for the SMU Air Law Symposium. Online reservations may be made at our group webpage 
reservation link, https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-
law-symposium-2023-03282023. Reservations should be made prior to Tuesday, March 
7, 2023 as special rate rooms are limited. NO TRAVEL AGENTS PLEASE.

GROUND TRANSPORTATION: Discounted rental car rates are available 
through Avis Rent-A-Car and Budget Rent-A-Car. The Avis Worldwide Discount Number 
assigned to the SMU Air Law Symposium is D105540. To receive discounted car rental 
rates, you may book online as usual and enter our code under the “Discount Code” 
section or reach Avis directly at 1-800-331-1600. The Budget Corporate Discount Number 
assigned to the SMU Air Law Symposium is B197864. To receive discounted car rental 
rates, you may book online as usual and put our code under the “Offer Code” section or 
reach Budget directly at 1-800-314-3932.

REGISTRATION FEES: Early Registration is $395 per person. To secure this 
discounted rate, payment must be received in full by February 28, 2023. After February 
28, 2023, the registration fee is $445 per person and is payable at or before the Symposium.

SPECIAL RATES: As an incentive for first-time attendees, a special rate of 
$225 is offered. Government employees may register for $300 per person. The Student 
registration rate is $125 per person for non-SMU students. The Government and Student 
rates are restricted to full-time employees of state or federal government agencies and 
full-time students. Please select one of these rates when registering online.

All registration fees include the cost of all sessions of the Symposium, one set of 
Symposium materials, both luncheons, both continental breakfasts, all coffee breaks, all 
cocktail receptions, and a one-year subscription to the Journal of Air Law and Commerce.

REFUND/CANCELLATION POLICY: Registrants holding letters of credit 
should contact our offices at 214-768-2570 to register. Registrants needing to cancel an 
existing registration must contact our office at 214-768-2570 or email jalc_admin@mail.
smu.edu. Up until March 16, 2023, a full refund of the registration fee paid will be given and 
no materials will be sent. After March 16, 2023, registrants who cancel their registration 
and do not attend the Symposium will receive a refund in the amount of the fee paid less 
$150 for the cost of materials and administrative expenses. The link to the online materials 
will be sent to you after the event.

CLE ACCREDITATION: The 57th Annual SMU Air Law Symposium provides 
registrants with continuing legal education credits suitable to meet various states’ 
mandatory continuing legal education requirements. Registrants wishing certification 
of their attendance to be sent to the appropriate boards MUST SIGN IN at the CLE 
Information Desk at registration for all sessions attended and provide all information 
needed for certification. Depending on each state bar, generally 8 to 10 hours of CLE 
credit are awarded for attending the Symposium. For CLE information, please e-mail 
clejalc@smu.edu.

COURSE MATERIALS: Each registrant receives a link to our course materials 
as a part of the registration fee. You may also choose to receive the materials in hard copy 
for no additional cost. Please select that option when registering on our online registration 
page. Symposium attendees may purchase additional copies of course materials at the 
Symposium for $100. You may order an extra set on our online registration page (please 
select purchasing option following registrant information). Those unable to attend the 
Symposium may order the course materials separately for $100, which includes shipping 
and handling. Please go to our website, https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/ and 
click on “Register”. There will be an option to purchase the course materials there. You 
may also call (214) 768-2570 or email jalc_admin@mail.smu.edu to order.

mailto:jalc_admin%40mail.smu.edu?subject=
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-2023-03282023
https://www.omnihotels.com/hotels/dallas-las-colinas/meetings/smu-air-law-symposium-2023-03282023
mailto:clejalc%40smu.edu?subject=
https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
mailto:jalc_admin%40mail.smu.edu?subject=


Journal of Air Law and Commerce
Southern Methodist University
Dedman School of Law
P.O. Box 750116
Dallas, Texas  75275-0116
(214) 768-2570

Early Registration Deadline: February 28, 2023
Register: https://sites.smu.edu/apps/events/air-law/
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U.S. Department of Justice – Washington, D.C.
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Symposium Coordinating Editor
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Symposium Speakers Editor
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Starr Adjustment Services, Inc. – Atlanta, Georgia
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Cooley LLP – San Diego, California
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