


Championing North America: Trilateral Economy and the Power of Soft Diplomacy  convened government officials, 
academic experts, and industry leaders to examine the evolving economic relationship among the United States, Mexico, and 
Canada, emphasizing how deeper regional coordination, modernized trade frameworks, and cross-border collaboration can 
strengthen North America’s global competitiveness. 

The discussion also highlighted the 2026 FIFA World Cup as both a practical example of trilateral cooperation and a platform for 
soft diplomacy, showcasing the region’s shared capacity while expanding its global visibility and long-term economic 
engagement.



Welcome by Bob Vargo, Co-Director, 
Canada-Texas Chamber of Commerce  

Opening Remarks by Luis Rodríguez Bucio, Consul 
General, Consulate General of Mexico in Dallas

Closing remarks by Tiffany Melvin, President, North 
American Strategy for Competitiveness (NASCO)



Speakers reflected on the evolution from NAFTA to 
USMCA, emphasizing the agreement as both a 
modernization of regional trade rules and a 
strategic tool for strengthening North America’s 
global competitiveness. The discussion focused on 
geopolitical positioning, policy coordination, and 
the challenges of implementation and future 
review, highlighting both opportunities and 
uncertainties in sustaining regional integration.

Conversation I:       
USMCA—Historical Reflections & North America’s Future Outlook
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Conversation II:       
2026 World Cup — The Power of Soft Diplomacy and Regional Economic Impacts ​

The discussion explored the 2026 FIFA World Cup 
primarily as a vehicle for soft diplomacy, highlighting 
how the joint hosting effort can enhance North 
America’s global image, cultural influence, and cross-
border engagement. Speakers emphasized the role of 
sports in shaping international perceptions and 
fostering long-term economic and tourism benefits, 
rather than focusing narrowly on infrastructure or bid 
competitiveness.

Courtney Weeks
Assistant Director, SMU Mission 

Foods Texas-Mexico Center

J.H. Cullum Clark
Director of The Bush Institute, 

SMU Economic Growth Initiative
George W. Bush Institute

Erik Mora
Sports Director and 

Sports Anchor, Telemundo 39

Monica Paul
Executive Director, Dallas Sports 
Commission & President Of The 

North Texas Fwc Organizing 
Committee 







https://x.com/ConsulMexDal/status/2045
214649134587957 

https://www.instagram.com/erikmoratv/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/upd
ate/urn:li:activity:745223324573724
2624/ 

https://x.com/ConsulMexDal/status/2045214649134587957
https://x.com/ConsulMexDal/status/2045214649134587957
https://www.instagram.com/erikmoratv/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7452233245737242624/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7452233245737242624/
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7452233245737242624/


https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-
evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-
business/10242358780369020/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewlcarran
co/ 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullo
ugh_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-
at-share-7453461332076548096-
jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_me
dium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXm
HaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI 

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-
event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-
7451234366808080384-
qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=
member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1
xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI 

https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.facebook.com/iamgaone/posts/what-an-incredible-evening-at-smu-representing-the-americas-chamber-for-business/10242358780369020/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewlcarranco/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/andrewlcarranco/
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dougmccullough_it-was-my-pleasure-to-moderate-a-panel-at-share-7453461332076548096-jepL?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/ramircamu_great-event-at-smu-this-week-the-smu-mission-activity-7451234366808080384-qRT8?utm_source=social_share_send&utm_medium=member_desktop_web&rcm=ACoAAFXmHaABQkoXL1xdgzUCw_FSWx3LQ1SJPEI

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9

