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	A global expert in national security strategy, John provides businesses with the key insights necessary to make the right strategic decisions to proactively manage geopolitical, geo-economic, and regulatory risk. Having advised on national security strategy, integration, and enforcement for M&A assignments totaling over USD 100 billion in transaction value, John performs critical evaluations that assimilate divergent information, providing transparent and meaningful interpretations to use for decision making in high-risk high-reward contexts. His work focuses on compliance strategy, mergers and acquisitions, and performance transformation.

	
	Greater Pittsburgh Region
	
	

	
	LinkedIn
	
	

	Board Roles: Clinical stage biotech, next-gen fuel cells, multi-brand education network, logistics, and multi-platform application development.

	
	

	expertise
Global Business Strategy
Geopolitics & Cybersecurity 
National Security Investment Reviews
Compliance Strategy & Risk Management
Education
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD)
Robert Morris University (RMU)
Dissertation: The Feasibility of Game Theory Approaches: An Investigative Study of Threats to 
U.S. National Security from Foreign Investment
Master of Business Administration (MBA)
University of North Carolina (UNC)
Bachelor of Science (BS), Accounting
Juniata College
Senior Executives in National Security
Harvard Kennedy School  
Advanced Cybersecurity Certificate
Stanford University 

Select Transaction Experience 2020-2025: 
· Software Development: USD 4B+
· Security Software: USD 10B+
· Software Development / Gaming: USD 20B+
· Electric Vehicles – SPAC: USD 3B+
· Telecommunications: USD 150B+
· Semiconductor Manufacturing: USD 28B+
· Renewable Energy: USD 10B+
· Robotics & Software Development: USD 1B+
· Satellite Design & Global Comms: USD 2B+
· Simulation Testing Labs & Biometric Software


	
	executive experience
Darkhorse Global
Founder & President                                                         November 2020 - Present
Darkhorse Global is a specialized geoeconomics and national security strategy firm focusing on maximizing opportunity and mitigating risks in global capital markets. Significant expertise in CFIUS regulation, strategy, and mitigation.  

Shareholder / Board of Directors     
CONFIDENTIAL (UK & USA): March 2023 – Present
Clinical stage biotech developing next generation immunotherapies to transform the lives of patients with cancer. 
CONFIDENTIAL (USA): July 2023 – Present 
Works with thousands of educational institutions and education-forward organizations, as well as the U.S. Department of Defense.

Board of Directors / Proxyholder (Non-Equity)  
CONFIDENTIAL (USA): September 2025 – Present
Integrated security solutions, access control, video, and fire protection.  
CONFIDENTIAL (USA): August 2025 – Present
Government contractor specializing in next-gen unified communications 
CONFIDENTIAL (USA): May 2024 – Present
One of the world’s leading freight forwarding, logistics, and supply chain solutions provider. 
CONFIDENTIAL (USA): Oct 2022 – Present 
Multi-brand education network of private school institutions spanning infant care through high school. The network, 230+ schools, brings together some of the best private school programs in the country.
CONFIDENTIAL (USA): Oct 2021 – Present 
Leading multi-platform application development, focused on building highly effective digital offerings that maximize value for advertisers and publishers. 120+ person team across 5 offices in 4 countries.  
CONFIDENTIAL (USA): December 2024 – July 2026 (Acquired)
Next-generation metal supported solid oxide fuel cells







 
  chronological experience


[bookmark: _Hlk65248508]GravityStack (subsidiary of ReedSmith) 
Greater Pittsburgh Region  
Head of National Security Advisory 							   	           Nov 2024 – Present
Founded, developed, and directed all aspects of practice management for market-leading national security practice focused on investment reviews. 
Delivered strategic and tactical experience in threat management, cybersecurity, and business strategy to advise clients on evaluating and mitigating global trade risk. 

Sourceree
Washington DC 
Independent Director & Board Advisor 							   	        June 2021 – Dec 2025
Sourceree is a high-tech government contractor aiming to foster innovation and collaboration across the government, military, and private sector. 

Control Risks Group
Greater Pittsburgh Region / Washington DC  
Senior Advisor - National Security & Geopolitical Analysis	Nov 2020 – Apr 2024
Practice Leader - National Security & Geopolitical Analysis	Jan 2019 – Nov 2020
Founded, developed, and directed all aspects of practice management for market-leading national security practice focused on investment reviews. 
Delivered strategic and tactical experience in threat management, cybersecurity, and business strategy to advise clients on evaluating and mitigating global trade risk. 

BDO Advisory, a Division of BDO USA, LLP
Greater Pittsburgh Region / Washington DC  
Director - National Security Compliance	2017 – 2019 
Senior Manager - National Security Compliance	2015 – 2017 
Manager – Governance, Risk, and Advisory Services 	2013 – 2015 
Co-founded BDO’s National Security Compliance practice, specializing in Committee on Foreign Investment in the United States (CFIUS) advisory services. 
Led a team to advise clients during cross-border mergers and acquisitions, specializing in CFIUS preparation, submission, and review. 
Provided guidance with pre-filing evaluation and impact studies (operational and economic), enhanced corporate security governance, and comprehensive mitigation, implementation, and assessment models.

Cowheard, Singer, & Company PA
Miami, FL / New Orleans, LA 
Manager - Forensic Services	2010 – 2013
Recognized by the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce as one of the top financial and accounting advisors Under-35 (Next-Gen Award). Specialized in White Collar Criminal Defense and Prosecution, Fraud and Forensic Investigations, Commercial Litigation, and Insurance Claims. 
Gulf Coast Claims Facility (GCCF) – British Petroleum Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill

Kaufman, Rossin, & Company
Miami, FL 
Consultant – Forensic Accounting & Regulatory Compliance	2008 – 2010
Performed financial statement audits, BSA/AML compliance, and forensic accounting investigations.  






 academic experience


Waynesburg University: Waynesburg, PA
Assistant Professor – Business Administration	2019 – 2026
BUS 417: Business Management Capstone
BUS 426: Fraud Examination 
BDA 305: Advanced Data Analytics & Visualization
BUS 228: International Business & Cultures 
BUS 209: Introduction to Forensic Accounting 
ACC 101: Managerial Accounting

Juniata College: Huntington, PA
Assistant Professor - Accounting, Business, & Economics	2021 – 2026
Courses: 



MBA 590 International Business Strategy
MBA/ORG 542 Entrepreneurial Management
MBA/ORG 511 Quantitative Analysis
EB 480 Senior Seminar 
EB 407 Entrepreneurship Capstone
EB 342 Management Information Systems
EB 299 Cybersecurity for Business 

PL 230 Business Ethics 
EB 299 Entrepreneurship Lab
EB 199 FinTech, Blockchain, Crypto 
EB 140 Investing in Your Future
EB 207 New Venture Creation
EB 211 Business Statistics
EB 131 Financial Accounting


Adjunct Faculty Experience: 
The University of Texas at El Paso (UTEP): El Paso, TX
Adjunct Faculty - National Security Studies / Criminal Justice	2019 – 2026
INSS 3348: Cyberspace and National Security 
INSS 3302: Seminar in Intelligence and National Security 
INSS 2302: Security Studies 
DSS 5314: Strategic Survey of Asia

Southern Methodist University (SMU): Dallas, TX
Adjunct Faculty – Cox School of Business	Fall 2021 - 2025
MNGT 6270: Global Business Strategy 

Slippery Rock University (SRU): Slippery Rock, PA
Adjunct Faculty – Department of Homeland / Corporate Security Studies	Fall 2021
HHS 441: Terrorism, Law, and National Security 

Penn State University
Lecturer – Homeland Security Executive Course	2021
Analytic Decision Making 

Academic Publications: 

· Pohl, J.H., J. Warchol, T. Papadopoulos, and J. Wiesenthal (eds.) The Investment Weapon. The Emerging Law and Geoeconomics of Foreign Investment Control. Springer Studies in Law & Geoeconomics, vol. 1, 2023. Contributed Chapter, Lash J. The National Securitization of Foreign Direct Investment: A Strategic Futures Paradigm 
· Lash J. (2022) Economic Security: Conceptual and Operational Intersection of Trade Policy and National Security. In: Masys A.J. (eds) Handbook of Security Science. Springer, Cham. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-51761-2_50-1 
· Saxena, Indu, Lash, John, and Yagnik, Sanskruti. “Pivot to Power: US Grand Strategy and the Rise of China.” Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs (Summer 2021). Maxwell AFB, AL: Air University Press. 
· Saxena, Indu, Lash, John, and Van Loon, Fabio, Yagnik, Sanskruti. “The China-Australia Cold War: Unpacking National Security Concerns and Great Power Competition” Journal of Indo-Pacific Affairs (Fall 2021, Vol. 4 No. 5). Maxwell AFB, AL: Air University Press. 



  
publiations, speaking, media

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS:
Society for International Affairs (SIA) Spring Advanced Conference, CMMC 2.0 CUI and Export Controls, Panelist 05/13/2026
Gannon University Applied Intelligence Conference, The National Securitization of Foreign Direct Investment, Panelist 10/17/2025
Helsinki Geoeconomics Society, Invited Expert Delegate, The Captive Home State: Investment Regulation as Competitive Positioning, 08/13/2025
The George Washington University Competition & Innovation Lab, Trump Antitrust 2.0 and CFIUS, Panelist 02/04/2025
What You Need to Know About CFIUS in 2023, Hosted by Baker Hostetler, Panelist 02/23/23
TikTok and US National Security, Webinar with Dr. Mueller & Dr. Farhat of Georgia Institute of Technology, Moderator 01/26/23
The Capitol Forum, At What Cost? The Telecommunications Horizon: Security, Reliability, and Accountability, Interview 06/23/22
CELIS Forum on Investment Screening, Uppsala University Sweden, Panelist 06/02/22
President Biden’s National Security Policy Outlook, The Capitol Forum, Panelist 03/17/22
CELIS Symposium, Regulatory Approaches to Foreign Investment Control, Panelist 12/03/21
Critical Financial Infrastructure & Strategic Resilience, Academy of European Law (ERA), Panelist 06/09/21
Special Purpose Acquisition Companies (SPACs): CFIUS Risks and Mitigation, The Capitol Forum, Panelist 04/29/21
SMU Cox School of Business, MBA Direct Speaker Series – Industrial Competitiveness, 02/23/21
The Convergence of Risk Assessments and National Security, ACFE Pittsburgh, 02/10/21
CFIUS Enforcement Outlook, The Capitol Forum, Panelist 01/28/21
US National Security and Risk Assessments, ACFE South Florida, 08/12/20
The Advanced Forum on CFIUS and Foreign Investment, Virtual Summit, Panelist 08/12/20
National Conference on CFIUS, American Conference Institute, Panelist 07/15/20
ITA-IEL-ICC Joint Conference on International Energy Arbitration, National Security & International Trade, Panelist 01/23/20
Get Global, CFIUS & Changes in Global Investment Norms, Panelist 11/7/19
Bloomberg Law: Cross-Border Deals Forum 2019, Global Regulatory Reform - CFIUS, Panelist, 6/25/19
UTEP National Security Studies Institute – Academic Panel, Disruptive Technologies and US National Security, 04/26/19
National Conference: CFIUS & Team Telecom, Structuring Cross-Border M&A Transactions, Panelist, 04/24/19
Bloomberg Law: Cross-Border Deals Today & Tomorrow, Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Minimizing Risk, Panelist, 10/3/18

INDUSTRY PUBLICATIONS:
TechTarget, Why the Next-Gen Telecom Ecosystem Needs Better Regulations, 06/28/2022
Research Whitepaper, At What Cost - The Telecommunications Horizon: Security, Reliability, and Accountability, 05/2022
Intralinks, The Capital Markets Wildcard: CFIUS and National Security Investment Reviews, 11/19/2021
Prioritizing Economic Diplomacy in Foreign Policy with China, 06/21/2021
Darkhorse Whitepaper, The Next Generation Foreign Policy Paradigm: Economic Security as National Security 02/01/2021
Forbes, CFIUS and a Tale of Two Internets, 09/17/2020
Lexology, Business Implications of American Scrutiny of Foreign Supply Chains, 07/21/2020 
Bloomberg Law, CFIUS Contextual Control: Dealmaking Under FIRRMA, 09/2019
Intralinks, National Security M&A Deal Risk – CFIUS Considerations, 06/2019
Forbes, Navigating National Security Rules in the Global Economy, 05/2019

MEDIA COVERAGE: 
CNBC - TikTok CEO set for grilling in House hearing. But U.S. lawmakers also face questions, 03/23/2023
RCRWirelessNews – In Telecom Cybersecurity, Wicked Problems Require Wicked Solutions, 08/03/2022
Washington Post – The Cybersecurity 202, Our battle with China over the future of the Internet is just beginning, 05/26/2022
Export Compliance Daily Top News, More Voluntary CFIUS Filings Expected This Year Experts Say, 03/21/2022
The Capitol Forum (Vol. 10 No. 28), CFIUS Extends Reach as Biden Admin Deepens National Security Scrutiny, 01/19/2022
The Wall Street Journal, Technology – Electric Vehicle Manufacturing, SPACs, and National Security, 04/12/2021
The Capitol Forum (Vol. 9 No. 85), National Security Policy: ICTS Supply Chain, 03/08/2021
The Capitol Forum (Vol. 8 No. 444), CFIUS Deals Under the Biden Administration, 12/16/2020
South China Morning Post, Venture Capital: Coronavirus and foreign acquisitions, 05/2020
South China Morning Post, Updated CFIUS Regulations, 02/2020
Financier Worldwide, Transitioning from CFIUS pilot program to full FIRRMA implementation – Issue 205, 01/2020
South China Morning Post, New Breed of Wall Street Advisors, 09/2019
Merger Market, The New Wave of Protectionism | What effect are tariffs having on deal making activity, 10/2018
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