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EDUCATION  

2016  Ph.D. in Economics, George Mason University 

  Mercatus Ph.D. Fellow 

2015  M.A. in Economics, George Mason University  

2011  B.A. in Economics, George Mason University 

  Magna Cum Laude 

2011  B.A. in Philosophy, George Mason University  

  Magna Cum Laude  

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 

2016 – Present  Southern Methodist University, Cox School of Business, Dallas, TX  

  Managing Director, Bridwell Institute for Economic Freedom (2020 – Present) 

  Research Assistant Professor (2018 – Present)  

  Assistant Director, O’Neil Center for Global Markets and Freedom (2017 – 2020) 

  Research Associate, O’Neil Center for Global Markets and Freedom (2016 – 2017) 

 

 2015 – 2016 Mercatus Center at George Mason University  

  Program Manager, Spending and Budget Initiative  

 

2020 – 2024  West Virginia University, College of Business and Economics 

  Adjunct Lecturer  

  

  

PUBLICATIONS  

 

Books  

  Meg Patrick Tuszynski and Richard E. Wagner. 2024. Reason, Ideology, and Democracy: A Study  

in Entangled Political Economy. New York: Palgrave Macmillan.  

 

Peer-Reviewed Articles  

Meg Tuszynski. 2024. “Review of The Ends of Freedom: Reclaiming America’s Lost Promise of 
Economic Rights by Mark Paul.” The Independent Review 29(2).  

 



  2  

Robert Lawson, Vincent Miozzi, and Meg Tuszynski. 2024. “Economic Freedom and Growth, 

Income, Investment, and Inequality: A Quantitative Summary of the Literature.” Southern 
Economic Journal, 90(4), 1099-1135.  

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. 2020. “Immigration and State Institutions: Does Region of 

Origin Matter?” Cato Journal 40(3): 625-664.  

 

Jeremy Jackson, Ryan Murphy, and Meg Tuszynski. 2020. “Some Dynamics of Socioeconomic 

Relationships: Well-Being, Social Capital, Economic Freedom, Economic Growth, and 

Entrepreneurship.” American Journal of Entrepreneurship 13(1): 4-44. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. 2018. “Targeted State Economic Development Incentives and 
Entrepreneurship.” Journal of Entrepreneurship and Public Policy 7(3): 235-247. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. 2018. “Sub-National Economic Freedom: A Review and 

Analysis of the Literature.” Journal of Regional Analysis and Policy 48(1): 61-71. 

 

Ryan Murphy and Meg Tuszynski. 2018. “Aging Populations and the Size of Government.” IREF 
Working Paper No. 201802. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. 2017. “Institutions, Trade, and Economic Prosperity: An 

Examination of the U.S. and Mexican States.” Mission Foods Texas-Mexico Center Working 
Paper. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. 2016. “Economic Freedom in the United States, 1980 to the 
Present.” Economic Freedom of the World 2016 Annual Report: 257-272. 

 

Meg Tuszynski and Richard E. Wagner. 2015. "From mixed economy to entangled political 
economy: a Paretian social-theoretic orientation.” Public Choice 164(1-2): 103-116.  

 

Meg Tuszynski. 2012. “Review of Nicholas Wapshott Keynes Hayek: The Clash that Defined 

Modern Economics.” Journal of Value Inquiry 46(1): 97-102. 

 

 

Book Chapters  

  
Meg Tuszynski and Richard E. Wagner. 2025. “Rethinking Systems of Survival: Jane Jacobs 

Amplified via Complexity Theory.” In Handbook on Institutions and Complexity. Edward Elgar 
Publishing: 66-82.  

  
Meg Tuszynski. 2023. “Thinking Differently about Institutions: The Entangled Political Economy 

of Richard Wagner.” In The Legacy of Richard Wagner. Mercatus Publishing, Arlington, VA: 10-

26.  

 



  3  

Meg Tuszynski. 2020. “Entanglement and Perverse Spontaneous Orders.” In Emergence, 

Entanglement, and Political Economy. New York, Springer: 87-102.  

 

Meg Tuszynski and Richard E. Wagner. 2019. “Samaritan’s Dilemmas, Wealth Redistribution, 
and Polycentricity.” In James M. Buchanan: A Theorist of Political Economy and Social 

Philosophy. New York, Palgrave Macmillan. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. 2016. “Economic Freedom in the United States, 1980 to the 

Present.” In Economic Freedom of the World 2016 Annual Report. Fraser Institute, Vancouver: 

257-272. 

 

Policy Papers  

Meg Tuszynski. 2023. “Tearing Down Barriers to Prosperity: How More Economic Freedom Can 

Reduce Poverty and Boost Prosperity in Pennsylvania” Commonwealth Foundation Working  

Paper.  

 

David Mitchell, Dean Stansel, and Meg Tuszynski. 2018. “Is Arkansas Prepared for the Next 
Economic Downturn.” Arkansas Center for Research in Economics Policy Review. 

 

Meg Tuszynski. 2016. “On the Feasibility of Public Employee Buyouts for Alleviating West 

Virginia’s Fiscal Strain.” Cardinal Institute Working Paper. 

 

Papers Under Review  

  Edward J. Lopez and Meg Tuszynski. 2025. “Economic Freedom and Gender Inequality: Enabling  

and Constraining Institutions.” Under Review at the Journal of Institutional Economics.  

 

Meg Tuszynski and Richard E. Wagner. 2025. “Reconceptualizing public choice inside a theory of 

complex social systems.” Under Review at the Journal of Contextual Economics.  

 

Robert Lawson, Vincent Miozzi, and Meg Tuszynski. 2025. “Economic Freedom & Inequality: A 

Review of the Evidence.” Under Review at the Journal of Economic Surveys.  

 

MEDIA 

 

Print Media  

   Meg Tuszynski. May 2, 2025. “Free Trade and Economic Freedom.” Econ Log.  

 

   Matthew Mitchell and Meg Tuszynski. March 5, 2025. “How Trump’s Trade War Threatens US 

Economic Freedom.” The News and Observer.  

 

John Hendrickson and Meg Tuszynski. February 28, 2025. “Iowa Needs Property Tax Reform.”  

Dubuque Telegraph Herald.  

 

John Hendrickson and Meg Tuszynski. December 15, 2024. “Kim Reynolds set the standard for  

good governance. Cities should follow suit.” The Des Moines Register.  
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Meg Tuszynski. April 19, 2023. “Welfare spending has increased over 240% in 40 years with no  

results. It’s time to try something else.” Daily Caller. 

 

Meg Tuszynski. November 14, 2022. “To err is human, but to really foul up a rental market  

requires rent control” The Orange County Register. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. November 19, 2020. “California migrants are not trying to un- 

Texas Texas.” Dallas Morning News. 

 

Meg Tuszynski. October 23, 2020. “Work-at-home crowd prefers to relocate to places with lower  

taxes, less regulation.” The Orange County Register. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. January 31, 2018. “Americans are on the Move to Freer  

Pastures.” Washington Examiner. 

 

Dean Stansel and Meg Tuszynski. September 15, 2016. “Is America on the Wrong Economic 

Path?” Investor’s Business Daily. 

    

 

Audiovisual Media  

   Meg Tuszynski. February 26, 2025. “Championing Economic Freedom: A Conversation with Dr.  

Meg Tuszynski.” Podcast appearance on Next Steps Forward with Chris Meek.  

 

Meg Tuszynski. July 23, 2024. “Economic Freedom Empowers Women’s Careers.” Podcast  

appearance on Let the People Prosper Show.  

 

  

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS  

  
Entangled Political Economy Research Network (2020 – present) – current Assistant Director 

Mont Pelerin Society (2015 – present)  

Society for the Development of Austrian Economics (2014 – present)  

Southern Economic Association (2014 – present) 

Association for Private Enterprise Education (2013 – present)  
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