SMU Distinguished Alumni Award Mock Nomination
Sample nominee: Peruna the Pony
Nominee Information
	Nomination Field
	Sample Response

	Nominee first name
	Peruna

	Nominee last name
	The Pony

	Nominee SMU class year
	1932 

	Nominee primary city
	Dallas

	Nominee primary state
	Texas

	Nominee email
	peruna.nominee@smu.com (Sample only)


Does the nominee know you are nominating them for the SMU Distinguished Alumni Award?
No. 
Please give a brief explanation of the nominee's extraordinary service and achievement to a particular organization or cause that has brought distinction to the university either directly or indirectly.
Throughout a distinguished career as SMU’s mascot and ambassador, Peruna has provided extraordinary service to Southern Methodist University by promoting school spirit, preserving University traditions, and strengthening SMU’s relationships with students, alumni, families, supporters, and the broader community. Through appearances at athletic competitions, academic celebrations, alumni programs, charitable initiatives, school visits, and community events, Peruna has become one of the University’s most visible and recognizable representatives.
Peruna’s achievements extend beyond entertaining crowds or supporting SMU Athletics. Peruna creates meaningful connections among generations of Mustangs, welcomes prospective students and families, encourages current students, celebrates alumni, and helps community members feel connected to the University. This continued presence has strengthened engagement with SMU, increased enthusiasm for university programs, and reinforced a shared sense of pride and belonging.
Peruna’s national recognition and enduring legacy have also brought distinction to SMU by representing the University’s values, character, and traditions to audiences across the country. Few university representatives have created such a lasting and measurable impact on institutional identity and community engagement. Through decades of dedicated service, Peruna has elevated SMU’s reputation while remaining a consistent symbol of loyalty, leadership, resilience, and Mustang spirit.
Please provide examples of the nominee's good character and citizenship.
Throughout a distinguished career as SMU’s mascot and university ambassador, Peruna has demonstrated professional achievement, leadership, service, integrity, and commitment to the University that characterizes an ideal Distinguished Alumni Award candidate. Peruna has achieved national recognition as one of collegiate athletics’ most distinctive and enduring mascots, building a career defined by meaningful contributions to SMU’s reputation and identity.
Peruna has represented the University at athletic competitions, alumni gatherings, student programs, charitable initiatives, school visits, and community events in Dallas and beyond. Through these appearances, Peruna welcomes prospective students and families, supports current students, celebrates alumni, and brings joy to people of all ages. This community engagement has strengthened SMU’s relationships with the people and organizations it serves.
Peruna also models leadership, loyalty, dependability, and integrity while inspiring students and investing in future generations of Mustangs. Through a continued presence at university programs, academics, athletics, and alumni events, Peruna demonstrates an unmatched commitment to SMU. By consistently representing the University with enthusiasm, kindness, and respect, Peruna has become a trusted and beloved ambassador who reflects SMU’s values and strengthens its reputation within the community and across the nation.
Please provide examples that demonstrate the nominee's commitment to the university.
Peruna’s longstanding career as SMU’s mascot demonstrates an extraordinary and sustained commitment to the University. For generations, Peruna has represented SMU at athletic competitions, student programs, alumni gatherings, academic celebrations, charitable initiatives, and community events. This consistent involvement has allowed Peruna to support nearly every part of the University community while strengthening the connection among students, alumni, faculty, staff, families, and supporters.
Peruna plays an important role in welcoming prospective students, encouraging current students, celebrating graduates, reconnecting alumni, and building enthusiasm for SMU Athletics. Through these appearances, Peruna helps preserve the University’s traditions while introducing SMU’s values and Mustang spirit to new generations. Peruna’s continued visibility also strengthens the University’s reputation by serving as a recognizable and positive representative of SMU in Dallas and across the nation.
Beyond public appearances, Peruna’s legacy encourages leadership, teamwork, mentorship, and investment in others through the students, handlers, staff members, and alumni who help carry this tradition forward. Few representatives have served SMU consistently or visibly. Peruna’s enduring loyalty, service, and dedication demonstrate an unmatched commitment to advancing the University’s mission, supporting its community, and representing SMU with pride and integrity.
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