
Talking Trash



What activities are part of your everyday life 
that produce trash?



Where does your trash go?



Landfills

• Accepts almost all waste

• Contains trash and can 
reduce its spread throughout 
the environment

Problems: 

• If toxic waste is accepted, it 
will cause pollution that 
flows off the landfill site

• Take up a lot of space for a 
longer than human lifespan

• Bad smell and appearance



Nature

Arrive by wind, water, and littering

Problems

• Eaten by wildlife and farm 
animals

• Pollutes our water and land 
when waste breaks down in 
nature



Recycling Plant

• Plastic, glass, metal, and 
batteries can be recycled into 
new products

• Less space is needed in 
landfills

• Less waste travels to the 
environment

• It costs money to run the 
machines in recycling plants

• Recycling plants provide jobs



Composting Center

When plant matter sits for a 
long time, it breaks down 
into healthy, fertile soil
Includes scraps from nature 
(cooking, farming, and yard 
work)
Less waste goes to the 
landfill, so less landfills are 
needed
The soil can be used to grow 
more food
Disadvantage: takes 1 year or 
more when mixed regularly
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