
Measuring Water Quality

Río Cauca



What are we doing when we 
measure water quality? What do we 

want to know?



What could change water quality?



Why is it 
important to 
investigate 

water quality?

Río Medellín



Conductivity

Measures the ability of water 
to pass an electrical current.

Conductivity tells us about 
how much has been dissolved 
into the water, including 
healthy minerals or unsafe 
pollutants.



Pure Water
No added chemicals dissolved in 
the water
Passes an electrical current slower
Lower conductivity value

Dirty Water
Lots of chemicals dissolved into 
the water
Can pass an electrical current 
quickly
Higher conductivity value
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