Checklist for Universally
Designed Assessments

[ Ensure the intended constructs
are measured by the items written.
[ Minimize the knowledge and
skills that are required to respond to
the items beyond what is intended to
be assessed.
[ Respect for the diversity of the
assessment population is evident
(Sensitivity to age, gender, ethnicity,
etc. and avoids content that might
unfairly advantage or disadvantage
any subgroup(s)).

Text for the items is concise and
readable.
[ Minimum use of unnecessary
words.
[ Vocabulary and sentence
complexity are grade-level
appropriate.
[JThe test has a clear and
understandable format.
[ The question to be answered is
clearly identifiable.
[ Visual used to support and
enhance the content are clear and
relevant.
[ Changes can be made to the
format of the test items without
changing the meaning of the item,
the construct being measured, and/
or the difficulty of the item.

Johnstone, C., Altman, J., Thurlow, M., & Moore, M.
(2006). Universal design online manual. Minneapolis,
MN: University of Minnesota, National Center on
Educational Outcomes.

Thompson, S. J., Johnstone, C. J., Anderson, M. E., &
Miller, N. A. (2005). Considerations for the
development and review of universally designed
assessments (Technical Report 42). Minneapolis, MN:
University of Minnesota. National Center on
Educational Outcomes.
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Get Involved with RME!

RME is always looking for qualified
mathematicians, math teachers, and math
coaches to partner with us in many ways.
Two opportunities that are always on-
going are item writing and item reviewing.

Item Writing

Iltem writing (writing test questions) is an
important component of work that is done
at RME. These items range all grades from
pre-kindergarten to 8th grade, and are
written to align with multiple mathematics
content standards. RME provides training
and writing can be done on-site or off
campus.

Item Reviewers

Item reviewing takes place after an item
has been written. We review an item for
language, visual representation, and
mathematical content including vocabulary
and concepts. In addition, reviewers
examine each item for potential bias and
to evaluate the effectiveness of the
distractors.

www.smu.edu/RME
Email: RME@smu.edu
) W @RME_SMU
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