
SMU Dispute Resolution Program  
Fall 2019 

Program Changes – FAQs 
 

Why are we changing from at 10-week term to a semester-based calendar? 
In order to improve efficiency in operations, streamline administrative aspects of our 
program, and align with the university academic calendar and supporting resources, we 
will shift to a 15-week semester-based system in Fall 2019.  

 
How will the shift from 10-week terms to 15-week semesters impact course offerings? 
The Dispute Resolution program faculty have created a draft academic calendar for 2019 – 
2020 that includes the same course offerings for the year. Fall and Jan terms have been 
collapsed into a Fall semester, and Spring and May terms collapsed into a Spring semester. 
This change results in students having more options to take evening and weekend classes. 
Full-time enrollment in a semester-based system is 9 hours. Students who wish to enroll in 
up to 12 hours in a semester will be considered on a case-by-case basis, and academic 
standing will inform these decisions. 
 
Students can take a combination of 9 hours in the Fall semester and 3 hours in a one-week 
Jan term to achieve 12 hours. Similarly, students can enroll in 9 hours in Spring semester and 
3 hours in a one- week May term to achieve 12 hours. 

 
When will classes typically be offered? 
Weeknight courses will be offered one night a week from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Weekend 
courses will be offered, based on the posted schedule, Friday afternoons from 4:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m. and Saturday/Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 

 
What course formats will be available? 
Students will be able to take advantage of courses offered one day per week in the 
evening. Additionally, our program will offer weekend classes each semester, one-week 
formats during Jan and May terms (according to the current university calendar), and 
Summer courses.  

 
What constitutes full-time enrollment in the semester-based system? 
Students must be enrolled in 9 hours to be considered a full time graduate student. 
Students who enroll in 9 hours must provide documentation of health insurance or will be 
charged for a University health insurance plan. Students who plan to use financial aid 
must be enrolled part-time (4.5 hours) so must be enrolled in 6 credit hours. 

 
Where will classes be held on the main campus? 
Our courses will be offered on the main campus primarily in Annette Simmons Hall or 
Harold Simmons Hall and other on-campus buildings as needed, depending on 
classroom availability. 



Are the tuition and fees the same for the semester compared to the 10-week 
term? What additional fees apply for students attending on the main campus? 
Tuition and fees remain the same. The only tuition adjustments would be based on the 
annual adjustment of tuition. There are no other fees for being “on campus.” Students will 
continue paying the same course fees they pay now. 

 
 
What do we need to know about the registration process for a semester-based system? 
Registration for Fall 2019 will be in July 2019. In the future (2020 and beyond), 
registration for Fall semesters will be in April for continuing students. Students will 
register for Jan term (one-week offering in January) and Spring 2020 courses in November 
2019. Students will register for May term (one-week offering) and Summer 2020 sessions 
and Fall 2020 at the same time in April 2020. 

 
What are the summer options on a semester based system? 
There are several options for summer offerings beginning Summer 2020. The summer term 
consists of three sessions: Dallas Full Session (10 weeks), Dallas First Session (June) (5 
weeks), and Dallas Second Session (July) (5 weeks). Each session has different deadline 
dates. Each area of instruction may offer a limited number of selected courses during these 
terms with unique start, end, and deadline dates to accommodate the particular needs of 
the course. 

 
How does the change to a semester-based system impact degree completion? How will 
classes be offered in such a way to prevent the lengthening of time to complete the 
degree? 
In a term-based system students could enroll in 6 to 9 credit hours per 10-week term (4 
terms), and 6 credit hours in the summer as their schedules allowed totaling between 36 to 
42 hours.  

 
In a semester-based system students have the following enrollment options: students can 
enroll in 9 credit hours in the Fall semester (with individual exceptions to enroll in up to 12 
credit hours with director approval); 3 credit hours in a one-week Jan term; 9 credit hours in 
the Spring semester (with individual exceptions to enroll in up to 12 credit hours with 
director approval); 3 credit hours in a two-week May term;, and 6 credit hours in the 
Summer term totaling between 30 to 36 hours. 

 
Will the format for the weekend classes change? Or remain the same? 
The format for weekend classes will remain the same. Classes will be offered over two 
weekends on Friday from 4:00 to 9:00 p.m. and Saturday/Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 
 
Will there be any changes to the Mediation Clinic?  
The Medication Clinic location at the SMU Plano campus will close on June 14; however, we 
will continue to serve mediation clients in the Summer in July and August.  Regarding Fall 



2019 and ongoing, we are currently in the process of determining the permanent location 
of the Mediation Clinic and we have several options that we are considering.  It is likely that 
we will still have cases in Plano as well as Dallas, but we do not have that plan solidified at 
this time.  
 
Will there be any faculty changes in the Fall?  
Dr. Bob Barner and Professor Angela Mitakidis will not be serving as full-time faculty.  
Professor Mitakidis will continue to teach on an adjunct basis.  We have two new faculty 
members joining us.  We are excited to welcome Dr. Gary Clayton and Dr. Suzanne Maxwell 
as full time faculty in Fall 2019.  You will also see a few new adjuncts as well.   
 
How will advising work?  
Beginning in the Fall semester, each student will be assigned a faculty advisor.  You are still 
welcome to meet, network and brainstorm with other faculty members, but your faculty 
advisor will be your main advising point-of-contact throughout the program.   
 
Are there any additional changes for the Fall? 
Fees for course assessments will be administered by the Bursar’s Office beginning in the 
Fall. These fees will be automatically added to your account once you register for the 
following courses: Psychology of Conflict, Negotiation and Dispute Resolution, and Conflict 
Coaching.  
 
Course confirmation or reminder emails will no longer be sent to students at the beginning 
of the term. The information originally contained in these emails can be located at the 
following links.  

• Classroom location information – https://my.SMU.edu 
• Course schedule – https://my.SMU.edu and your course syllabus 
• Textbook information – SMU Bookstore and your course syllabus 
• Course syllabi – https://www.smu.edu/syllabus 
• Assessment or Conflict Inventory Fees – assessed by the Bursar’s Office 

 
 

 

https://my.smu.edu/
https://my.smu.edu/
https://smu.bncollege.com/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/BNCBHomePage?storeId=17551&catalogId=10001&langId=-1
https://www.smu.edu/syllabus
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