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Student Receives Boren and Gilman Awards for study in Senegal 

 

Southern Methodist University is pleased to announce that Siddhakshi Solanki has been awarded a Boren 

Scholarship and Gilman Scholarship to study in Dakar, Senegal during Summer 2019. Siddhakshi is majoring in 

Biology and French, with a minor in Chemistry. While in Senegal, she will take a literature course that focuses on 

works by Francophone African authors. She will participate in French internship course, which will involve 

volunteering and translating in a clinical context. She will also take beginner Wolof classes (Wolof is a language 

spoken in Senegal, the Gambia, and Mauritania). 
               

David L. Boren Scholarships and Fellowships are sponsored by the National Security Education Program (NSEP), a 

major federal initiative designed to build a broader and more qualified pool of U.S. citizens with foreign language 

and international skills. Boren Awards provide U.S. undergraduate and graduate students with resources and 

encouragement to acquire language skills and experience in countries critical to the future security and stability of 

our nation. In exchange for funding, Boren award recipients agree to work in the federal government for a period of 

at least one year.  

 

The Congressionally funded Gilman Program provides scholarships to outstanding undergraduate Pell Grant 

recipients who, due to financial constraints, might not otherwise study abroad. The program particularly focuses on 

supporting first-generation college students, students in the STEM fields, ethnic and racial minority students, 

students with disabilities, students who are veterans, students attending community colleges and minority serving 

institutions, and other populations underrepresented in study abroad, as well as broadening the destinations where 

scholars study or intern. The Gilman Program is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State’s Bureau of 

Educational and Cultural Affairs. 

 

Siddhakshi is in the process of applying for a Fulbright scholarship to Senegal for 2020-2021. She will also apply to 

medical schools next year, to pursue a career as a physician focusing on epidemiology and international health 

initiatives. Siddhakshi says she never considered study abroad to be a possibility during her undergraduate career, 

due to the costs and the rigors of the pre-med track. However, with the support of the French department and the 

National Fellowships office at SMU, she decided to apply for the both scholarships. 

 

“The Gilman and the Boren provide me the opportunity to improve my French fluency and begin to study Wolof 

through experiential learning in Senegal. These skills are critical for my Fulbright application, as I will have a 

better understanding of the Senegalese customs and culture and can tailor my Fulbright research proposal to both 

Senegalese and American interests. Furthermore, as I am interested in international health, the Gilman and the 

Boren will provide me with the funding and resources I need for the health internship component of my summer 

program.” 

 

Siddhakshi has the following advice for students interested in applying to these scholarships: “Have a clear focus 

on what you want to achieve through your study abroad program—be specific. Also, be sure to talk about any 

experiences and skills that set you apart from the applicant pool and may seem interesting for the particular 

fellowship in question. For me, speaking two other languages (one of them, Hindi, is already classified as a critical 

language) definitely boosted my Boren application.” 

 

The Boren and Gilman scholarships are highly competitive. This year, 851 undergraduate students applied for the 

Boren Scholarship and 244 were awarded. Siddhakshi is also one of 395 American undergraduate students from 

across the United States selected to receive the Gilman International Scholarship during their Summer Early 

Decision application cycle. 


