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Tyler Giallanza awarded a GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIP  

 

Southern Methodist University is pleased to announce that Tyler Giallanza has been awarded a Goldwater Scholarship. 

Tyler is a Computer Science major with a minor in Chinese. Next year he’ll be studying at Oxford for two semesters. He 

credits his research experiences in Lyle for his preparation for the scholarship. He worked with Dr. Thornton and Dr. 

Larson in the Darwin Deason Institute for Cybersecurity. Among the projects was one focused on “keyboard snooping.” 

In this project, Tyler “analyzed the security risk of using smartphones to detect what someone typed on a nearby 

keyboard. We found that we could use phone sensors to detect pretty accurately what a person was typing and gave some 

advice on how to secure yourself against this risk (the best tip: use a quiet keyboard!).”  

 

After graduation, Tyler plans to pursue a PhD in Neuroscience. His advice for anyone interested in the Goldwater: “form 

relationships with professors as early as possible so [you] will get considered for research positions. I also recommend 

looking into named research labs, like the Darwin Deason Institute, because these labs are usually the best funded and 

thus able to take on undergraduate researchers. Remember that the Goldwater is a scholarship for future scientific 

researchers—write with the precision and curiosity of a scientist!” 

 

As the result of a partnership with the Department of Defense National Defense Education Programs (NDEP), Mrs. Peggy 

Goldwater Clay, Chair of the Board of Trustees of the Barry Goldwater Scholarship and Excellence in Education 

Foundation, announced that the Trustees of the Goldwater Board have increased the number of Goldwater scholarships it 

has awarded for the 2019-2020 academic year to 496 college students from across the United States.  “As it is vitally 

important that the Nation ensures that it has the scientific talent it needs to maintain its global competitiveness and 

security, we saw partnering with the Goldwater Foundation as a way to help ensure the U.S. is developing this talent,” 

said Dr. Jagadeesh Pamulapati, Director of the NDEP program, as he explained the new partnership.  With the 2019 

awards, this brings the number of scholarships awarded since 1989 by the Goldwater Foundation to 8,628 and a 

scholarship total to over $68M. 

 

From an estimated pool of over 5,000 college sophomores and juniors, 1223 natural science, engineering and mathematics 

students were nominated by 443 academic institutions to compete for the 2019 Goldwater scholarships.  Of students who 

reported, 241 of the Scholars are men, 252 are women, and virtually all intend to obtain a Ph.D. as their highest degree 

objective. Sixty-two Scholars are mathematics and computer science majors, 360 are majoring in the natural sciences, and 

74 are majoring in engineering. Many of the Scholars have published their research in leading journals and have presented 

their work at professional society conferences. 

 

Goldwater Scholars have impressive academic and research credentials that have garnered the attention of prestigious 

post-graduate fellowship programs. Goldwater Scholars have been awarded 92 Rhodes Scholarships, 137 Marshall 

Awards, 159 Churchill Scholarships, 104 Hertz Fellowships, and numerous other distinguished awards like the National 

Science Foundation Graduate Research Fellowships. 

 

The Goldwater Foundation is a federally endowed agency established by Public Law 99-661 on November 14, 1986. The 

Scholarship Program honoring Senator Barry Goldwater was designed to foster and encourage outstanding students to 

pursue careers in the fields of mathematics, the natural sciences, and engineering. The Goldwater Scholarship is the 

preeminent undergraduate award of its type in these fields. 

 


	Scholar Press Release
	May 30, 2019 Tyler Giallanza awarded a GOLDWATER SCHOLARSHIP


