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W
HA

T D
O

 YO
U N

O
TIC

E? W
HA

T D
O

 
YO

U W
O

N
D

ER?



HERE’S THE ID
EA

:
•

Sm
all but pow

erful changes in 
course design and teaching 
m

ethod
•

Easy to im
plem

ent
•

W
ell supported by research 

about how
 hum

ans learn



W
HA

T W
ILL IT LO

O
K LIKE?

•Brief (5-10 m
inute) cla

ssroom
 lea

rning
 a

ctivities
•O

ne-tim
e interventions in a

 course
•Sm

a
ll m

od
ifica

tions in course d
esig

n or 
com

m
unica

tion w
ith your stud

ents



3 A
REA

S IN
 W

HIC
H SM

A
LL 

TEA
C

HIN
G

 C
A

N
 HELP:

•KN
O

W
LED

G
E: Help students rem

em
ber m

ore
•UN

D
ERSTA

N
D

IN
G

: Help students use w
hat they have learned 

in new
 contexts

•IN
SPIRA

TIO
N

:  M
otivate students to w

ork harder at learning 
and to be excited about your course and their futures



KN
O

W
LED

G
E

Retrieving
Predicting



RETRIEV
IN

G

•O
p

ening
 Q

uestions
•C

losing
 Q

uestions
•Think/Pa

ir/Sha
re 

(Turn to your neighb
or a

nd
 

p
a

ra
p

hra
se for her . . . )



PRED
IC

TIN
G

•
5 m

inutes, beginning or end of 
class: Hypothetical raising issues 
for next topic.
•

Phased hypothetical. How
 do 

you expect X w
ill respond?

•
C

ircle back to com
pare 

predictions to learning
•

How
 m

ight this w
ork in your 

class?



UN
D

ERSTA
N

D
IN

G
C

onnecting
Practicing



C
O

N
N

EC
TIN

G
•

First class m
ass brain dum

p
•

Skeletal outline on board at class 
outset

•
Structured handouts to fill in during 
class

•
End of class/discussion list/social 
m

edia: list 3 w
ays class topic 

appears outside classroom
•

C
oncept m

aps
•

End of unit/sem
ester:  “M

inute 
Thesis”



PRA
C

TIC
IN

G

•
W

hat tools m
ight you use to 

allow
 your students to practice 

using w
hat you’re teaching?

•
Sm

all groups
•

Think/Pair/Share
•

C
lickers

•
Role Plays

•
Stations

•
C

anvas quizzes
•

FEED
BA

C
K!



IN
SPIRA

TIO
N

M
otivating
G

row
ing



M
O

TIV
A

TIN
G

•
G

et to class early (or stay late) and 
spend a few

 m
om

ents getting to 
know

 your students
•

Use electronic com
m

unications and 
social m

edia to create com
m

unities 
and connect w

ith students
•

O
pen class by giving students 

som
ething to w

onder about: story; 
question; shocking fact

•
Explicitly invoke purpose: w

hy does 
your subject m

atter?
•

Share your enthusiasm



G
RO

W
IN

G
•

Rew
a

rd
 grow

th: is there a
 w

a
y to let 

stud
ents p

ra
ctice a

nd
 ta

ke risks, fa
il 

a
nd

 get feed
b

a
ck, then try a

ga
in 

w
ithout ha

ving gra
d

es suffer?
•

M
ake the classroom

 a safe place to 
take a risk

•
G

row
th Ta

lk: stud
ents ca

n im
p

rove 
through ha

rd
 w

ork, effort, p
ersevera

nce 
(not “you’re so sm

a
rt,” or “either you 

w
ill get this or you w

on’t,” b
oth of w

hich 
d

iscoura
ge a

d
d

itiona
l effort)

•
Sha

re id
ea

s a
b

out successful stud
y 

ta
ctics (your ow

n a
nd

/or those of p
a

st 
stud

ents)


