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SECOND YEAR 

Perkins Course of Study School Satellite Program at McMurry University 

Fall 2020 

 

COS221 Bible II: Torah & History* 

Syllabus & Pre-Class Assignments 
 

Please note: We are planning to conduct this class at McMurry on the dates listed.  If 

circumstances surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic require a switch to online learning, students 

will be notified by August 17, 2020. 

 

Instructor:       Class Dates: 

 

Dr. John B. F. Miller      September 12, 2020 

jbmiller@mcm.edu      October 10, 2020 

(325) 793-3896      November 7, 2020 

 

Required Texts: 

• Bernard Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament (5th ed.; ISBN-13: 978-

0130923806) 

• John Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought and the Old Testament (2nd ed.; ISBN-13: 

978-1540960214) 

• Beverly Roberts Gaventa and David Peterson, eds., The New Interpreter’s Bible One-

Volume Commentary (ISBN-13: 978-0687334117) 

• *Mark Powell, ed., HarperCollins Bible Dictionary (ISBN-13: 978-0061469060) 

• *Harold Attridge, ed., HarperCollins Study Bible (NRSV) (ISBN-13: 978-0060786854) 

 

(*These two HarperCollins volumes are not specifically essential, but you will need a good study 

Bible [in the NRSV] and a good Bible dictionary.) 

 

Course Description: 

 

This course interprets the critical events, developing institutions, and traditions of Israel as 

portrayed in the Torah and Former Prophets. Attention is given to the earliest Covenants, to the 

Exodus, to the rise of the monarchy, and to other events up to the eighth century prophets. We 

will focus on the content and message as well as the historical and theological perspectives of 

Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, Joshua, Judges, Samuel, and Kings. We 

will also explore the important concept of hermeneutics and the practice of exegesis. 

 

Course Objectives: 

The student will be able to  

1. Articulate a historical overview of the story of ancient Israel.  

2. Outline the connection(s) between significant experiences in the story and the formation of 

Israel's faith.  
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3. Define key terms for the study of Hebrew Bible and the History of Ancient Israel.  

4. Summarize course readings on interpretive approaches to the Hebrew Bible.  

5. Exegete selected passages that illustrate crucial turning points in the history of Israel.  

6. Apply exegesis to preaching, pastoral responsibilities, and issues of the present day.  

Course Assignments and Grade Calculation: 

 

 Participation – 20%  

 

In a course of this nature, active participation in discussions and exercises is 

essential for the learning process.  (Please also see the course catalog: missing 

four or more hours of class time will result in failure in the class.) 

 

 Pre-Class Assignments – 50% 

 

There are individual pre-class assignments due approximately two weeks before 

each of the three Saturday meetings (see the assignments and deadlines below). 

 

 Post-Class Assignments – 30% 

 

  There are individual post-class assignments (brief reflections on the  

exegetical exercises conducted in class) due approximately one week after the  

class meeting (see the assignments and deadlines below). 

 

 Grading Rubric for Written Pre-Class and Post-Class Assignments: 

 

75% Effort and Engagement 

 

Has the student read the assignment, and any assigned reading, carefully?  Has the 

student engaged the assignment thoughtfully?  Has the student engaged the work 

of others (especially in the assigned readings) respectfully?  (As these questions 

suggest, I am not expecting perfect answers.  Instead, I want to see that you have 

taken the assignment seriously.) 

 

25% Presentation 

Has the student shown care in proofreading and editing her/his work?  Does the 

student communicate clearly?   (Clear communication is usually the difference 

between being understood or misunderstood.  No one should expect his/her first 

draft to be a suitable finished product.  Please take the time to read your work out 

loud.  This simple process will help remarkably.  If you really struggle with your 

writing, have someone else read your work out loud to you.  You’ll be surprised 

how many rough spots become apparent when you do.) 
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Percentage Equivalents for Letter Grades: 

 

A = 90 – 100% 

B = 80 – 89% 

C = 70 – 79% 

D = 60 – 69% 

F = less than 60% 

 

Pre-Class Assignments (please e-mail all assignments to jbmiller@mcm.edu by the date 

indicated) 

 

For all pre-class and post-class assignments in this course please adhere to the following 

guidelines.  Do not include lengthy quotations, either of the biblical text or of the textbooks.  

Instead, summarize the relevant information in your own words, making sure to cite your source.  

Use parenthetical notation like this: (Gen 32:22) or (Anderson, Understanding, 196).  All 

responses to writing assignments should be double-spaced, Times New Roman 12 point font, 

with one inch margins (saved as a Microsoft Word.doc).  Please adhere to the specific page 

lengths given for each assignment. 

 

Session 1 (September 12, 2020) – Ancient Near Eastern Backgrounds, Pre-

Israelite Traditions, and the Exodus  
 

Pre-Class Assignment (Due by 11:59PM, Saturday, August 29, 2020): 

 

Reading Assignments: 

Genesis 

Exodus 1 – 18 

Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament, pp. 18-47 

 

Writing Assignment: 

 

1a.  The two creation stories in Gen 1-3 offer what some would describe as different perceptions 

of God.  Discuss (in detail) at least three ways that God is depicted differently in these two 

stories.  (NB: This assignment is not asking for observations about differences in the order of 

creation, per se.  It is certainly not asking you to reconcile the differences between the two 

creation stories.  Rather it asks you to engage what may be different perceptions of God revealed 

in the details of the stories themselves.)  Your response should be approximately one and a half 

pages long.  {For this assignment, please focus on *your own* reading of the two creation 

accounts (Genesis 1:1 – 2:4 and 2:5 – 3:24).  What I want to read is *your* engagement with this 

question, not the thoughts of some random internet author, or the author of the study notes in a 

study Bible.} 

 

1b.  Offer a summary of Anderson’s discussion of the “Source Hypothesis” (also called the 

“Documentary Hypothesis”), found on pp. 19-22 of Understanding the Old Testament.  Your 

summary should be approximately half a page long. 
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2a.  For the purposes of this reflection, treat Exodus 1-18 as though it were the only available 

information about the God of Israel.  How does this portion of Scripture portray God (Yahweh / 

“the LORD”)?  Be specific.  To complete this assignment properly, you will want to read Exod 

1-18 very carefully, noting especially the various kinds of action that are ascribed to God.  Your 

response should be approximately two and a half pages long. 

 

2b.  Consider the circumstances of the “people of Israel” in these same chapters (i.e., oppressive 

slavery).  How might 21st century Americans who do not share those circumstances respond to 

the depiction of God in Exod 1-18?  Your response should be approximately half a page long.  

{For both parts of question 2, please focus on *your own* reading of Exod 1-18.  What I want to 

read is *your* engagement with these question, not the thoughts of Anderson, Walton, or 

Greenstein (the author of the study notes in the HarperCollins Study Bible).} 

 

In-Class Assignment & Activities (Please complete the reading before class meets on 

September 12, so that you will be prepared to participate in the learning activities): 

 

Reading Assignment: 

 

Genesis 29-33 (please read this section very carefully for the exegetical discussion) 

Selections from the Epic of Atra-khasis and Enuma Elish (a pdf document that will be sent to all 

registered class members by August 17) 

Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament, pp. 1-15 and 48-75 

Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought, pp. 47-72 

 

Class Discussion Topics and Activities: 

• Ancient Near Eastern Backgrounds 

• Outlining and Understanding the Story of Israel 

• Exegesis of Genesis 32:22-32 

 

Post-Class Assignment (Due by 11:59PM, Saturday, September 19, 2020): 

 

Offer a two-page reflection of our exegetical discussion of Genesis 32:22-32.  Focus on two 

ministry applications.  First, what exegetical observations might inform a future sermon?  

Second, how might the exegesis of this passage inform some other aspect of your ministry (e.g., 

pastoral care, interactions with staff, committee discussions, etc.). 
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Session 2 (October 10, 2020) – Covenant at Sinai, Wilderness Wandering, 

Settlement, and the Tribal League  
 

Pre-Class Assignment (Due by 11:59PM, Saturday, September 26, 2020): 

 

Reading Assignments: 

Exodus 19 – 40 

Joshua 

Judges 

Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament, pp. 76 – 100 and 119 – 129 

Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought, pp. 189 – 211 

 

Writing Assignment: 

 

1.  Read Exod 19 carefully.  What specific language do you find in this chapter that describes 

God’s desire for a special relationship with Israel?  What specific language do you find 

indicating how unique/cataclysmic this experience of Israel is?  (For this second question, focus 

particularly on the depiction of God in this self-manifestation to the people of Israel.)  Your 

response should be two pages long.  {Again, I want to read *your* engagement with the text.  

Please do not consult Anderson, Walton, or the notes in your study Bible.}  

 

2.  Read Walton’s discussion of history and historiography in the ancient Near East (pp. 189 – 

211).  Summarize what he says about ancient history/historiography, noting especially the ways 

in which the ancient understanding of history differed from our own understanding of history.  

Your response should be one page long. 

 

3.  Read the story of the occupation of Canaan in Joshua 1-24 and Judges 1.  Then, read carefully 

Anderson’s discussion of the archaeological evidence and various theories about the occupation 

(Understanding the Old Testament, pp. 119 – 129).  What archaeological evidence makes a 

literal reading of Joshua essentially impossible?  Also, summarize the four theories of the 

occupation provided in Anderson in your own words.  Your response should be one page long.  

 

In-Class Assignment & Activities (Please complete the reading before class meets on 

October 10, so that you will be prepared to participate in the learning activities): 

 

Reading Assignment: 

 

Leviticus (read carefully Lev 4-6 and 19-22; skim the rest) 

Numbers (read Num 14:10-25 carefully for our exegetical discussion; skim the rest) 

Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament, pp. 101-119, 129 – 138, and 167-194 

Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought, pp. 73-96 (skim) 

 

Class Discussion Topics and Activities: 

• Understanding Leviticus: Sacrifice and Holiness 

• “Holy” War?  
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• How “Timeless” are Our Timeless Truths? 

• Exegesis of Num 14:10-25 

 

Post-Class Assignment (Due by 11:59PM, Saturday, October 17, 2020): 

 

Offer a two-page reflection of our exegetical discussion of Numbers 14:10-25.  Focus on two 

ministry applications.  First, what exegetical observations might inform a future sermon?  

Second, how might the exegesis of this passage inform some other aspect of your ministry (e.g., 

pastoral care, interactions with staff, committee discussions, etc.). 

 

 

 

Session 3 (November 7, 2020) – The Monarchy & Deuteronomistic History  
 

Pre-Class Assignment (Due by 11:59PM, Saturday, October 24, 2020): 

 

Reading Assignments: 

1 – 2 Samuel 

1 Kings 1 – 2  

Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament, pp. 196 - 227 

Walton, Ancient Near Eastern Thought, pp. 253 – 268 (skim) 

 

Writing Assignment: 

 

1.  Read carefully 1 Sam 8 and Anderson, Understanding, pp. 196 – 227.  In your own words, 

summarize the establishment of the monarchy in Israel.  Focus on the following questions: What 

circumstances led to this development?  What benefits did the monarchy provide?  What burdens 

did the monarchy place on the people?  Your response should be three pages long. 

 

2.  David is described as a man after God’s own heart (1 Sam 13:14).  He became the standard by 

which all future kings of Judah would be measured (e.g., 1 Kgs 15:11, 2 Kgs 14:3).  Why?  Read 

the story of David in 1 Sam 13 – 1 Kgs 2.  What is it that makes David worthy of the legacy of 

praise he has received?  Is it David’s holiness and morality?  Is it David’s profound sense of 

ethics?  Is it the way he cares for and nurtures his family?  If it is not one or a combination of 

these things, what is it?  Address these questions in your one-page response. 

  

In-Class Assignment & Activities (Please complete the reading before class meets on 

November 7, so that you will be prepared to participate in the learning activities): 

 

Reading Assignment: 

Deuteronomy (skim) 

1 – 2 Kings (read 1 Kgs 17 – 2 Kgs 2 carefully for our exegetical discussion) 

Anderson, Understanding the Old Testament, pp. 324-331, 338-352, and 373-385 

 

Class Discussion Topics and Activities: 
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• Why did the Kingdom Divide? 

• Who are They Worshipping at the “High Places”?  

• The Deuteronomistic Historians’ Understanding of the Fall of Israel and Judah 

• Exegesis of 1 Kgs 19:4-18 

 

Post-Class Assignment (Due by 11:59PM, Saturday, November 14, 2020): 

 

Offer a two-page reflection of our exegetical discussion of 1 Kings 19:4-18.  Focus on two 

ministry applications.  First, what exegetical observations might inform a future sermon?  

Second, how might the exegesis of this passage inform some other aspect of your ministry (e.g., 

pastoral care, interactions with staff, committee discussions, etc.). 

 


