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The	Rev.	Stephen	W.	Rankin,	PhD,	is	Chaplain	and	Minister	to	the	University	at	
Southern	Methodist	University.		Since	1995,	Steve	has	worked	in	higher	education,	
both	as	professor	and	chaplain.			He	is	author	of	Aiming	at	Maturity:	the	Goal	of	the	
Christian	Life	and	other	popular	and	scholarly	articles	and	book	chapters	on	
Wesleyan	theology	and	Christian	discipleship.		He	loves	to	work	in	church	and	
academy,	linking	sound	ideas	with	faithful	witness.		His	scholarly	and	pastoral	
interests	revolve	around	young	adult	spiritual	formation	and	theological	education.		
	
Steve	received	his	PhD	from	Northwestern	University	and	is	an	ordained	elder	in	
the	North	Texas	Conference	of	The	United	Methodist	Church.		He	is	married	to	Joni	
Leeper	Rankin	and	they	have	four	grown	children	and	three	grandchildren.		
	


