
News and Events 
2021 Meadows Recognition Ceremony Moves to Moody 
Coliseum 

Instructions for Graduation Candidates  
ALL MEADOWS UNDERGRADUATE, GRADUATE AND PERFORMER’S 

DIPLOMA/ARTIST DIPLOMA CANDIDATES WILL RECEIVE  
THEIR RECOGNITION AND DIPLOMA COVER AT ONE CEREMONY 

IN 
MOODY COLISEUM 

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021 
5:30 p.m. 

Request your Meadows Recognition Ceremony tickets beginning Thursday, 
May 6 at 9:00 a.m. 

Only students who indicated they are attending the Meadows Recognition Ceremony are eligible 
to request tickets. Entry tickets are required for all guests, regardless of age. You are allotted: 

• 1 candidate entry ticket for yourself to participate in the Meadows Recognition 
Ceremony. 

• 6 guest tickets to the Meadows Recognition Ceremony. 
• Ticket registration will remain open until the end of the recognition ceremony on May 

15.   Meadows staff will be on-site at the entrance to Moody Coliseum to troubleshoot 
any mobile ticket issues. There will also be a staff member at the entrance to Miller Event 
Center to assist graduates and faculty with their mobile ticket, if needed.  

How to Request Tickets 

We are going mobile! 

Beginning Thursday, May 6 at 9:00 a.m. visit the SMU  Commencement Ticket Website and log 
on by providing your secure SMU logon credentials. 

• Click the “Get Tickets” button under the Meadows Recognition Ceremony event. 
• Candidate and guest ticket options will appear. Click the “Claim” button to request your 

tickets. 
• Guest tickets, up to the limit of six, are claimed individually. Names of your guests are 

required for the tickets. You may also include their email addresses to send the tickets 
directly to them. 

https://sites.smu.edu/des/ticketing/


• Once you have successfully requested your tickets, all ticket links will be sent to your 
SMU email address. You can manage your candidate and guest tickets on our 
Commencement Ticket Website under “Manage My Tickets.” 

Each ticket must be redeemed using a mobile device on the evening of the ceremony in front of 
an usher at the entrance to Moody Coliseum. Guest ticket links can be forwarded to your guests 
and may be transferred; however, tickets can only be redeemed once. 

 

Saturday, May 15, 2021 

4:30 p.m. 

Report to Miller Event Center to check in and receive your credentials card.  

An entry ticket is required for all candidates. You must have declared your intention to 
participate in order to request a candidate ticket and tickets for your guests to attend the 
ceremony. Please see the Commencement Ticket Website for more information. 

Leave bags, purses, coats, and other personal belongings at home or in your car. There is 
nowhere to store these items during the ceremony and the coliseum will not be accessible 
after the event. 

Once you have redeemed your participation ticket and have been screened by security at the 
entrance to Miller Event Center, find your check-in table that corresponds with your last name.  
You will be given a card listing your name and diploma credentials. CHECK YOUR NAME 
AND DEGREE(S) / HONORS; if there are mistakes, report them to Chuck Donaldson or Janet 
Stephens (undergraduates) or to Jennifer R. Smith (graduate students) who will all be near the 
check-in tables. Changes to your credentials not made by your degree counselor 
(undergraduates) or your records coordinator (graduate students) will be cause for delay of 
the ceremony and judicial action may be taken. 

This card will also have a number on the back.  This number corresponds to the location of your 
seat during the ceremony.  It is assigned to you according to your division/department/institute 
and your last name. Retain the credentials card! It must be in your possession at all times 
until you hand it to the reader as you cross the stage to receive your diploma cover. 

You will also be given a contact information card to complete for Flash Photo, our official 
photographer for the degree recognition ceremony.   

As soon as you have your credential card and have carefully checked all the information and 
there are no corrections needed, you may proceed to exit the Miller Event Center.  There will be 
directional signs and staff members to assist you getting downstairs to your seating area.  

https://sites.smu.edu/des/ticketing/
https://sites.smu.edu/des/ticketing/


PLEASE DO NOT STOP IN THE CONCORSE OR GO IN TO THE ARENA TO VISIT WITH 
FAMILY OR FRIENDS.  

Please complete the photographer’s information card once you are on the floor of the arena in 
your seating area and retain it with your credentials card.  Both cards will be handed to the 
reader just before you walk across the stage during the diploma presentation.  

 

4:45 p.m. Main entrance doors to Moody Coliseum open for guest entry. Please remember, 
every person, regardless of age, must have a mobile ticket and redeem this ticket in front of an 
usher when asked to do so.  Each ticket may only be redeemed once.  

5:20 p.m.  

Doors to Miller Event Center close. Graduates must arrive and enter before 5:20 p.m. in order to 
participate in the ceremony. 

Executive Senior Associate Dean Hofeditz will address the graduates and guests from the 
platform. This will be an informal address explaining what to expect during the ceremony, what 
to do when it is time for your walk across the platform to receive your diploma cover and what to 
expect at the end of the ceremony.    

5:30 p.m. 

Platform Party Processional and Ceremony begins. There is no processional for students and 
faculty. This year’s processional will consist of platform party only.     

For the presentation of diplomas, your division/department/institute chair/director will ask you to 
rise. 

You will rise by row following your student marshal to the platform where you will hand your 
credentials card and your photography information card to the student reader at the microphone. 
Once you hand your cards to the reader, immediately start walking toward the dean while your 
name and degree(s) / honors are being read. Pick up a diploma cover from the table then stand 
next to Dean Holland for a professional photograph to be shot.  
Color proofs and ordering information will be mailed to the address you provide on your contact 
information card. Please notify your family of these arrangements. 

Continue across the platform to be congratulated by the chair/director of your 
division/department/institute. After you exit the platform, another photograph will be taken by 
the official ceremony photographer, Flash Photography. Please do not deviate from the order in 
which your name was called.  You may then return to your seat.  

After the last diploma cover is presented, there will be closing remarks and the dean will 
announce instructions to the audience regarding your recession and where they can meet you.  



The recessional path takes you directly outside from the arena floor.  We will formally recess 
row by row.  

CONGRATULATIONS! 


