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Cattle Keepers of Sub-Saharan Africa 
 

Professor Fred Wendorf dedicated his later research to the study of early cattle pastoralism in 

what is now the eastern Sahara. This presentation summarizes what we know of pastoralism as 

it spread south into eastern and southern Africa, noting some mysterious delays in the diffusion 

of cattle and the economies based upon them, as well as the pathways of their spread. It will 

also outline recent research to shed light on the nature of early pastoralism, including 

applications of novel methods, to these topics. 
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