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Who are English Language Learners?




Defined

A English Language Learner (ELL-LEP)

I U.S. Department of Education defines ELLs as nationgin minority
students who are limited English proficient.

I Subsets of ELLS

A Long term ELLs i first generation students who speak English with
difficulty. They perform below grade level in reading and writing
tests, but tend to achieve adequate grades

A Former ELLs i students who have attained sufficient English skills to
be placed in a mainstream classroom.

A Newcomer Adolescent students who are currently enrolled in grades
6-12 who have attended an Enghsieaking school for fewer than two
years (e.g. refugees and recent immigrants.)

(Francis, M. Riveral_esaux Kieffer, H. Rivera, 2006)

(i) SMU.



ypes of Entry

ALegal Immigration:

I Legal permanent residence, option of naturalization and gainfully
employed, however, they cannot vote nor can they receive many federal
subsidies.

ARefugee:

I Residing outside of country of nationality and are unable or unwilling to
return due to threat of persecution or fear of persecution.

Alllegal or Undocumented:
I 2types
A Enter the U.S. without inspection.

A Enter U.S. with legal temporary Visa and stay longer than allowed by
their Visas.

(Yakushkqg andChronistey 2005)



Mexico, South and Central America

A Civil Wars, civic unrest and high poverty rates bring many
iImmigrants into the U.S. from Mexico, Honduras, El Salvador,
Nicaragua and many other countries in Central and South
America.

AThe trip to the U.S. is often dangerous and arrival on US soil
may take several attempts.

(Nazariqg 2006; Suare®rozco & Suarexdrozco, 2001)



Immigration from Africa

AWars, ethnic tensions and political unrest bring many immigra
Into the U.S. from Sudan, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Somalia.

AWhen violence occurs within the nuclear families, the
psychological effects on children are extreme.

A Children raised in countries in war may exhibit:
I Aggression
I Symptoms of Post Traumatic Syndrome Disorder (PTSD)
I Withdraw from social interaction and academics
I Have difficulty forming positive identities, trust and intimacy

(McCloskey & Southwick, 1997; Suar€rozco, Suareprozco, 2005AsnerSelf,. & Marotta 2005)



Middle East and Asia

AViolence, ethnic cleansing and political tensions bring many
Immigrants into the U.S. from Vietnam, Afghanistan, and
Burma to name a few.

AMost experience living in:
A Internment camps
ARefugee camps
APoverty
AFamine

A Often experience racism and discrimination upon arrival to the
L] |$8

(Yeh, & Inose 2002; Ahmed, Reddy, 200Fadekm 2009;Haboush 2007; Nguyen, 2005; Freemanku, 2003)



National Demographics

Aln 1960, 66% of immigrants came from Europe.

ANow, 75% of immigrants come from Mexico, Asia, or other
Latin American countries.

A New immigrants are far more likely to be poor compared to
what they were two decades ago.

AEnrollment of ELLSs in the U.S. schools has grown 200% acros:
15 states.

AOver 400 different languages are spoken, with Spanish being t
most common.

ANearly 1 million children of immigrants are undocumented.




Immigrants today: Top 5 Countries

Mexico
China
India
Philippines
Vietham

(Center for Immigration Studies, 2007)




|:Top 5 Languages

Spanish
Chinese
French
Hindi and related
Viethamese

(Pew Hispanic Center, 2008)




Immigrants Level of Education

Country < High School College or More
Guatemala 64.4% 4.0%
Mexico 60.0% 5.8%

El Salvador 54.7% 7.2%
Honduras 53.8% 7.1%
Dominican Republic 38.0% 10.0%

(J. Ruizde-Velasco & M. Fix, 2000 ;Center for Immigration Studies, 2007)




Socioeconomic Status of Immigrants

Country Live in Poverty In or Near Poverty
DominicanRepublic 27.9% 58.1%
Mexico 22.2% 60.4%
Guatemala 21.3% 59.4%
Honduras 19.6% 50.7%
Jamaica 18.7% 40.0%

(Center for Immigration Studies, 2007)




Hispanic Share of Public School Students, by State

Pew Hispanic Center tabulations of the 2006 ACS (1% IPUMSsample)

- IR
- __ Percent of Students who are Latino .~
>N Il WMore than 40% Latino (4 states)
' B Between 20% and 40% Latino (5 states)
o B Between 10% and 20% Latino (13 states)
[] Between 5% and 10% Latino (12 states)
[ Less than 5% Latino (16 states)

Adispanics makeup 56% of the entire population of immigrant children and the:
represent 75% of the ELL students.

My 2015 it is projected that 30% of the schagkd population in the U.S. will
be ELLSs.

(Francis, M. Rivera, Lesaux, Kieffer, H. Rivera, 2006)
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Integrating English Language Learners into our
Schools: What do We Need to Know?

A According to the 2002 report by the National Clearinghouse for English
Language Acquisition, ELL enrollment grew 200% in at least 15 states in the
USA.

A Academically in the USA, while only 36% of all fourth graders score at or
above the proficient level on a national assessment of mathematics, within t
ELL population only 11% score at or above the proficiency level (Francis,
Rivera,Lesaux Kieffer & Rivera, 2006).

A Research shows that there are multiple factors involved in the academic
development of these students. For example, among Newcomer ELLS, one
needs to consider amount and degree of formal schooling, level of literacy i
the native language, and age of arrival in U.S. schools to name a few (Fran
Rivera,Lesaux Kieffer & Rivera, 2006).



Significant Risk Factors by School Level*

Risk Category and Risk Factor Elementary School | Middle School | High School
Individual Background Characteristics
« Has a learning disability or emotional disturbance v v
Early Adult Responsibilities
« High number of work hours v v ¥
« Parenthood v ¥
Social Attitudes, Values, & Behavior
o High-risk peer group v # v
« High-risk social behavior V¥ 4
« Highly socially active outside of school 4
School Performance
« Low achievement v * v * v ¥
« Retention/over-age for grade v ¥ v ¥ v ¥
School Engagement
¢ Poor attendance v ¥ v ¥ v ¥
o Low educational expectations v ¥ V¥
o Lack of effort v v
« Low commitment to school v V¥
« No extracurricular participation v v ¥
School Behavior
+ Misbehavior v v v ¥k
« Early aggression v
Family Background Characteristics
e Low socioeconomic status v ¥ v #* v ¥
e High family mobility e
o Low education level of parents v v v ¥
e Large number of siblings v v
« Not living with both natural parents v v e 3
e Family disruption v
Family Engagement/Commitment to Education
« Low educational expectations e
« Sibling has dropped out v v
e Low contact with school e 3
e Lack of conversations about school v ¥k v

*Key: v indicates that the risk factor was found to be significantly related to dropout at this school level in one
study. v/ % indicates that the risk factor was found to be significantly related to dropout at this school level in two

or more studies.

National Dropout
Prevention
Center/Network,
Technical Report,
2007



Example from a Study

Baltimore Sample Student SES and Dropout Rates
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Source: Data from Table 2, p.770, K. L. Alexander, D. R. Entwisle, & N. S. Kabbani, 2001, October, The dropout
process in life-course perspective: Early risk factors at home and school, Teachers College Record, 103(5), 760-822.




|: Example from National Data Study




