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Perkins Chapel Services
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Houston-Galveston

(unless otherwise noted)

Quote of the Week

Tuesday, August 26
Morning Prayer led by
Dr. Stephen Rankin
University Chaplin
Eucharist
Wednesday, August 27
Morning Prayer led by
Order of St. Luke
Thursday, August 28
Morning Prayer led by
Ben Anderson Hensley
Friday, August 29
Morning Prayer led by Dr. Bill
Bryan or Dr. Barry Hughes

11:30 AM
Perkins Chapel Services
(unless otherwise noted)
Wednesday, August 27
Service of Word and Table
Feast of Beginnings
Preaching and Presiding:
Dean William B. Lawrence
Thursday, August 28
Midday Prayer
Order of Saint Luke chapter
Wednesday, September 3
Service of the Word
Preaching:
Rebekah Rochte, student
Thursday, September 4
Service of Word and Table
Preaching and Presiding:
Dr. Carlos Cardoza-Orlandi

"Jesus paid it all... But not for seminary."
Clint Bordelon, 2nd Year M.Div. Candidate

Scholarship Corner
This section will highlight different scholarships that could be of interest to the Perkins Community.
Scholarships featured here will often have rapidly approaching deadlines, so look into these
opportunities right away. A wide variety of opportunities for financial assistance can always be found
in the Outside Scholarship Section of the Perkins Website.
Shepherds for the Savior
The Shepherds for the Savior Foundation, located in Montgomery, Texas, awards scholarship funds to
assist with ministry education costs for those studying to become pastors or missionaries. Up to fifty
awards are given out each year. A typical award is $500 but can range from $350 to $1,000.
Applications are accepted twice each year, with the current deadline approaching on November
1. The form can be downloaded.
If you have questions regarding these or any other outside scholarship opportunities, contact Lynda
Casey in the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid (Kirby 216) at lmcasey@smu.edu or 214-768-3411.

Weekly CHAP (Community Hour at Perkins)
Tuesday, August 26, 2014
11:30 AM – 12:20 PM
nd
Kirby Hall 2 Floor, Parlor
Join us at CHAP for Speed Dating with the Organized Interest Groups (OIGs)!
All students are encouraged to come welcome the new, reunite with the returning, and get to know
the students previously enrolled in Houston. You don’t want to miss snacks, community, and a
drawing for a FREE COMMUNITY LUNCH TICKET.
For more information, contact Lael Melville at lmelville@smu.edu or Rachel Rigdon at
rdannen@smu.edu.

“The real reason I came to Perkins was because of the community. I am most excited about meeting
everyone.”
st

Josh Manning, 1 Year M.Div. Candidate

Community Lunch
Menu
Tuesday, August 26
Tomato-Basil Chicken
Parmesan Polenta
Mixed Vegetables and Salad

Desserts with the Deans
Tuesday, August 26, 2014
5:00 PM – 6:00 PM
nd
Kirby Hall 2 Floor, Parlor

Wednesday, August 27
Roasted Pork Loin
Smashed Red Potatoes
Green Beans and Salad
Thursday, August 28
Creole Chicken and Sausage
Red Beans and Rice
Mixed Vegetables and Salad
Friday, August 29
Chicken and Pesto Gnocchi
Eggplant Parmesan Spaghetti
Salad and Bread
All meals are $5 and begin at
12:15 pm.

Perkins Community
Life Fee
$30.00 per year
This $30.00 (per year) fee
covers: The Perkins Look
Book, helps fund the Fall
Banquet, Spring Banquet,
graduation events, special
functions, low cost food
service (snacks, lunches,
dinners), free coffee, tea,
lemonade, ice, and exam
week fun.
Please pay by stopping by the
Office of Community Life in
216 Kirby.
Please make checks payable
to: Perkins School of Theology.
If the fee presents an unusual
hardship for you, contact
Tracy Anne Allred at 214-7681480 or tallred@smu.edu
or Rachel Rigdon at 214-7683371 or rdannen@smu.edu.

Join us for a time of dessert and discussion with William B. Lawrence, Dean and Associate Dean of
Academic Affairs, Evelyn Parker. Take this opportunity to better connect with your Deans and
classmates. Light refreshments and desserts will be provided.
For more information, contact Rachel Rigdon at rdannen@smu.edu.

Feast of Beginnings
Wednesday, August 27, 2014
11:30 AM
Perkins Chapel
Please join us for our annual “Feast of Beginnings” worship service. Dean William Lawrence will preach
and preside at the Eucharist. We'll also be led by the Seminary Singers and several of our elected
student leaders. In addition, we will welcome Professor Stefan Engels to the organ bench. Professor
Engels joins SMU this fall as Professor of Organ and Leah Fullinwider Centennial Chair in Music
Performance, Meadows School of the Arts. Please join us for this important opening celebration.
As a reminder to faculty: We will process in academic regalia, so please gather in Kirby Parlor at 11:15
AM.
For more information, contact Dr. Mark Stamm at mstamm@smu.edu.

Snacks for Night Classes
Thursday, August 28, 2014
5:00 PM
Prothro Hall, Refectory
The Office of Community Life will be providing light snacks for students attending night classes on
Thursday evening. Take advantage of some tasty treats and get to know some of your classmates.
For more information, contact Rachel Rigdon at rdannen@smu.edu.

Spirit Day & CAKE!

PSA Meetings
August 27, 2014
September 24, 2014
October 22, 2014
November 19, 2014
January 28, 2015
February 25, 2015
March 25, 2015

Friday, August 29, 2014
12:15 PM – 1:20 PM
Prothro Hall, Refectory
The Office of Community Life will be providing cake to celebrate the completion of the first week of
seminary! Cake will be served at Community Lunch and there will also be a drawing for a FREE
community lunch ticket for attending. Come join us and celebrate!
Be sure to wear your SMU or Perkins Spirit Gear on Friday to represent our school. The Perkins
Student Association (PSA) will be selling merchandise throughout the week. Feel free to contact PSA
Vice President, Trey Burns, at fburns@smu.edu with any merchandise questions.
For more information, contact Rachel Rigdon at rdannen@smu.edu.

April 22, 2015

PSA Happenings
Social Life’s Get the Scoop
Ice Cream Social kicks off the
start of the new academic
year!

The Minimum Wage Crisis: How Can People of Faith Make a Positive
Contribution?
Saturday, August 30, 2014
10 AM – noon
Oak Cliff United Methodist Church, 549 E. Jefferson Blvd., Dallas, TX, 75203
Please join people of faith and community leaders for the annual Labor Day hearing of the Workers’
Rights Board of North Texas Jobs with Justice. Perkins faculty members Drs. Isabel Docampo and Joerg
Rieger are the co-conveners.
We will hear testimonies and presentations from various workers and responses from religious
leaders as well as public officials. County Judge Clay Jenkins will be with us as well.

New and returning students
mingle over ice cream. Thank
you Emily Robnett and
volunteers!

At noon, the Second Annual Labor Day March will start at Oak Cliff United Methodist Church (547 E
Jefferson Blvd) where we will meet again for free hot dogs and drinks from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm.
Additional speakers will offer their insights.
For more information please contact Professor Rieger at jrieger@smu.edu.

Upcoming CHAP
Suicide Awareness and Pastoral Responses
Tuesday, September 9, 2014
11:30 AM – 1:20 PM
Prothro Hall, Room 100

Dylan Lee and Steven
Newcomb scoop ice cream for
the nearly 100 students who
attended the ice cream social
Wednesday, August 20.

Suicide is a difficult topic, but one that every pastor faces. The topic has come into the public arena
and into the pulpit recently with the tragic loss of Robin Williams, acclaimed actor. On, September
9th, Dr. George "Hank" Hunt, M.Div., D.Min., AAPC, CPC, will speak on "Suicide Awareness and
Pastoral Responses" with time for questions and answers. Dr. Hank Hunt is a pastoral counselor who
has been at the Pastoral Counseling Center in Dallas for twenty years and has now gone into private
practice in Hillcrest Plaza. Please join us for this pastoral presentation with time for lunch and
questions. Lunch is free for participants.
For more information, please contact Dr. Jeanne Stevenson-Moessner, jmoessne@smu.edu .

Send us pictures and quotes
from your OIG, class, study
group, or fun with friends.
Email them to
perkinsnews@smu.edu.

Welcome Incoming Fall 2014 Class

Hello incoming class of Fall 2014! We are so proud to welcome you to the Perkins
community.

Perkins Student Association (PSA) Welcomes YOU!
Perkins Student Association (PSA) welcomes YOU to the 2014-2015 school year!
What does PSA do? We do a little bit of everything, from helping students during orientation,
facilitating budgetary matters, acting as a conduit for student Senators, creating student social
activities, to supporting organized interest groups (OIGs). We are charged with becoming the voice of
the student body at Perkins. As such, we look forward to your participation in our elections, surveys,
social media, OIG events and contributing to the goal of 10,000 service hours by our collective student
body. If you have proactive thoughts, questions, and a desire to participate in always improving our
community, contact Hannah Escalante, PSA secretary.
For your convenience, here is a list of PSA Leadership:
Lael Melville: PSA President
Trey Burns: PSA VP
Hannah Escalante: Secretary
Ailsa Odom: Treasurer
Emily Robnett: Social Life Chair
Robert Goodson: Justice in Action Chair
Joseph Cephas Davis and Ailey Pope: Student Senators
Carissa Rodgers: Final Year Representative
Ethan Gregory and Myron Rhodes: Middle Year Representatives
For more information, contact Lael Melville at lmelville@smu.edu.

Having the Courage to Ask
Ailsa Odom, Suzi Byrd, Kake
Nations, and Beth Stuyck visit
United Methodist landmarks
around Dallas during Dr.
Campbell’s summer United
Methodist History class.

Confession: I hate asking for help. OK. There. I‘ve said it. I hate asking for help. I know, I know, yes,
you are right: it is ironic that I am a librarian, a “helping profession,” that I spend much of my day
asking students and other researchers “may I help you” and end almost every email with “Please let
me know if I may be of any further assistance” yet I myself do not like asking for help. The “captain
who hates the sea” comes to mind, as does Matthew 23 (“you hypocrites”).
But don’t get me wrong. I do genuinely and whole-heartedly find great joy in helping other people.
A good day at the library is a busy day, when we have lots of people asking for assistance with their
research, or finding sources, or proof-reading, or tracking down the meaning of a Greek word. I love
this stuff.

Willy Banza visits the Cochran
Chapel during Dr. Campbell’s
United Methodist History
class this summer.

Let the ALS ice bucket
challenges begin…Sadie Brink,
Emily Robnett, and Trey
Burns.

So why do I find it so hard to ask myself? Why do I spend so much time wandering around stores,
trying to find the sliced pepperoni rather than just take a minute to ask, and find it right away?
I am not really sure. But I do know it takes courage to ask; it takes courage to honestly face the fact
that I cannot do something myself; it takes courage to be vulnerable with another person, to confess
my inability and ask for assistance. I also know that I am usually glad I did. That by asking I am saved
from unnecessary frustration, wasted time, and fruitless effort. Funny, sounds a lot like prayer.
Maybe you also find it difficult to ask for help. Perhaps it would “help” to think of it as a kind of
spiritual discipline. Rest assured that (with the notable exception of ourselves) no one condemns us
for asking for help. So whether it is finding a source for your next exegesis paper, clarifying an
assignment with a professor, or yes, even locating the sliced pepperoni at the grocery store, take
courage, and ask. You will be glad you did (and speaking from experience, those whom you ask will
be glad too).
~ David E. Schmersal
“Surviving Seminary!” is a regular feature of the Perkins News. The editors are Duane Harbin
(mailto:dharbin@smu.edu) and Jane Elder (mailto:jelder@smu.edu). Got a great seminary survival strategy? Let
us know and we’ll help pass it along to the rest of the community. (That is, if it isn’t illegal, immoral, or likely to
get us in trouble with the Dean!)

“I always come to community lunch. The food is excellent, and it makes my life much easier.”
Mark Stamm, Professor of Christian Worship

Editorial and Newsletter Submission Policy
Perkins News deadline for submission is 12:00 p.m. Thursday before the Friday edition. Email submissions to perkinsnews@smu.edu. Please feel free
to submit photos to accompany your submission.
Perkins News is published by the office of community life at Perkins school of theology. Rachel Rigdon and Lynda Casey serve as co-editors for the 20142015 academic year. The opinions expressed in Perkins news are not necessarily the opinions of Perkins News, its staff, or Perkins School of
Theology. Perkins News is published weekly throughout the academic year in an online version through campus email and on the Perkins School of
theology website. Submissions and letters from community members are welcome, however, Perkins News reserves the right to edit any submissions for
grammar, space, or as is deemed necessary. Anonymous submissions will not be published under any circumstances. Submissions should be in keeping
with the attitude of a seminary atmosphere, thus the Editor with the input of the Editorial Board may choose not to include inappropriate
submissions. Any column or article submitted must be no longer than 250 words. We are not responsible for lost, misplaced, or unsolicited
submissions. The Perkins Community Life Committee serves as the advisory body for the Perkins News.

