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Upcoming
Worship

Houston-Galveston

Photos of the Week

8:00 AM Services Perkins
Chapel
(unless otherwise indicated)

Tuesday,
March 11:
Spring Break
No Morning Prayer

Wednesday,
March 12:
Spring Break
No Morning Prayer

Left: Dr. Roy Heller, associate professor of Old Testament, adds his own artistic
flair to his Old Testament II class on Tuesday, March 4.

Thursday,
March 13:

Send us your pictures from your Perkins event, gathering, or meeting to
perkinsnews@smu.edu and be featured in the Perkins News.

Spring Break
No Morning Prayer

Friday,
March 14:
Spring Break
No Morning Prayer

11:30 AM Services
Perkins Chapel

(unless otherwise indicated)

Wednesday,
March 12:
Spring Break

Upcoming Scholarship Opportunities
This section will highlight different scholarships that could be of interest to the
Perkins Community. Scholarships featured here will often have rapidly
approaching deadlines, so look into these opportunities right away. A wide
variety of opportunities for financial assistance can always be found in the
Outside Scholarship Section of the Perkins Website.
Shepherds for the Savior
The Shepherds for the Savior Foundation, located in Montgomery, Texas,
awards scholarship funds to assist with ministry education costs for those
studying to become pastors or missionaries. Up to fifty awards are given out
each year.
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No Chapel

Thursday,
March 13:

Spring Break
No Chapel

Wednesday,
March 19:

Annunciation (Word and Table)
Carter McCain, liturgist:
(Perkins Student and priest,
Episcopal Missionary Church)
Homily by students from Mary,
Mystics, Martyrs course
Christopher Anderson,
musician

Thursday,
March 20:

Black Seminarians Association
Johnnie Brinson/Lael Melville,
liturgists

Community
Lunch
Tuesday,
March 11

Honey Barbeque Chicken
Breast, Dijon Roasted Potatoes,
Fresh Veggies and Mixed
Green Salad
RSVP Required

Wednesday,
March 12

March 7, 2014
Applications are accepted twice each year, with the current deadline
approaching on April 1. The form can be downloaded on the Shepherds for the
Savior website.
Jeanne Audrey Powers Leadership for Change Scholarship
The Jeanne Audrey Powers Leadership for Change Scholarship is an innovative
program for United Methodist seminarians studying at any one of the 13 United
Methodist seminaries in the United States or at Pacific School of Religion in
Berkeley, California. It aims to bring about full inclusion of gay and lesbian
people in the United Methodist Church (UMC) by supporting the development
of leaders committed to this goal.
The Leadership for Change Scholarship provides assistance of up to $3,000 per
year to students who are preparing for ordination as elders in the UMC and who
are committed to promoting justice for gay and lesbian persons in the life of the
UMC. Scholarships may be renewed for a maximum award period of three years.
The scholarship program is administered by the Office for Institutional
Advancement and the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies in Religion and
Ministry at Pacific School of Religion.
The Leadership for Change Scholarship was established by Rev. Jeanne Audrey
Powers, retired member of the Minnesota Annual Conference of the United
Methodist Church. Rev. Powers, one of the first women ordained in the UMC
(1958), has long been engaged in national and international work in the Church.
In her retirement, she continues to be an advocate for ecumenism and
inclusiveness in the life of the Church.
Visit the website to request an application or pick up an application in the Office
of Admissions & Financial Aid (Kirby #216).
All applications must be received by May 1, 2014.
If you have questions regarding these or any other outside scholarship
opportunities, contact Lynda Casey in the Office of Admissions and Financial
Aid (Kirby 216) at lmcasey@smu.edu or 214-768-3411.

Perkin’s Newest Members

Spring Break
No Community Lunch

Thursday,
March 13

Spring Break
No Community Lunch

Friday,
March 14

Spring Break
No Community Lunch
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Meetings
March 26, 2014
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Perkins Students, Kris Keller and Terry Cashion both welcomed new members
into their families recently. Eloise Mae Keller (left) was born on Wednesday,
February 26, weighing 6 lbs, 15oz, and Daniel James Cashion (right) was born
Monday, March 4, weighing 8lbs, 4oz. All moms, dads, and babies are doing
well. Interestingly enough, Kris and Terry are in the same Spiritual Formation
class!

April 23, 2014

Save the Date!
The Spring Banquet (Follies)
will be on Thursday, March 27
from 6 p.m. until 8 p.m. at
Highland Park United
Methodist Church

Perkins
Community
Life Fee
$30.00
This $30.00 (per year) fee
covers: The Perkins Look Book,
helps fund the Fall Banquet,
Spring Banquet, graduation
events, special functions, low
cost food service (snacks,
lunches, dinners), free coffee,
tea, lemonade, ice, and exam
week fun.
Please pay by stopping by the
Office of Community Life in 216
Kirby.
Please make checks payable to:
Perkins School of Theology.
If the fee presents an unusual
hardship for you, contact Tracy
Anne Allred at 214-768-1480 or
tallred@smu.edu
or Rachel Rigdon at 214-7683371 or rdannen@smu.edu.

Perkins Shoe Drive: Come Barefooted but NOT
Bare-Handed
March 7-27
Bring new or gently used shoes to help families in need, specifically families in
which single parents are struggling to provide for their children in the midst of
stress, red tape, and harsh realities. Justice in Action is hosting the Perkins Shoe
Drive, which will culminate in worship on March 27 at 11:30 a.m. in Perkins
Chapel. Inspired by Perkins graduate, Rebecca Garrett's shoe service last year,
this years’ service also invites you to come to worship barefooted. Please bring
shoes for donation, early if possible, and put them in boxes located in Prothro
Hall. The shoes will be blessed during worship.
For more information, call Shelly Gonzales at 214-763-0332 or email
sgonzales@smu.edu.

Spring Break Community Lunch
Tuesday, March 11
If you’re going to be on campus working or studying during Spring Break, please
join us for a special Community Lunch on Tuesday, March 11 at 12:00 noon. In
order to ensure that there is plenty of food, please r.s.v.p. to Elizabeth
(eferguson@smu.edu) no later than 5:00 p.m. on Friday, March 7. The usual $5
applies, and all students, staff, faculty and guests are welcome.
Menu: Honey Barbeque Chicken Breast, Dijon Roasted Potatoes, Fresh Veggies,
and Mixed Green Salad
For more information, please contact Elizabeth Ferguson at
eferguson@smu.edu.

C.H.A.P. (Community Hour at Perkins)

Seeking the Sacramental Life: The Perkins Chapter of the Order of
St. Luke
Tuesday, March 18, 2014
11:30 a.m. - 12:20 p.m.
Prothro Hall, Room 100
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The Order of Saint Luke is an international ecumenical religious order with roots in Methodism. Founded in
1946, we are dedicated to sacramental and liturgical scholarship, education, and practice. We seek not only a
better practice of the sacraments and worship in general, but also seek to live a spirituality that draws upon that
practice. Out membership consists of women and men, clergy and lay, married, single and partnered persons,
and is open to all who are willing to affirm our Rule of Life and Service.
This CHAP will provide information on the wider Order and also the Perkins Chapter.
For more information, please contact Ben Hensley at bhensley@smu.edu.

Called to Serve: Considered Iowa?
RSVP Requested for Complimentary Luncheon; Individual Appointments also Available
Thursday, March 20, 2014
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Prothro Hall, Room 201
Rev. Dave Crow, District Superintendent in the Iowa Annual Conference UMC, will be visiting Perkins. You are
invited to a complimentary informational luncheon immediately following worship. Sign in on the sheet
in the Refectory and carry your lunch and beverage to join us in Prothro Hall, Room 201 to visit and get
information about ministry opportunities in Iowa.
Individual 30-minute appointments with Rev. Crow also are available by reservation, as well. Or stop by to visit
informally with Rev. Crow in the lobby of Prothro Hall.
To reserve a place for lunch and/or to schedule an appointment with Dr. Crow, contact Dr. Tim
McLemore as soon as possible: tmclemore@smu.edu, 214.768.1393. In order for lunch to be complimentary,
reservations must be submitted by Thursday, March 13.

Women Faculty and Students
Explore the Benefits of AAUW (American Association of University Women)
Tuesday, March 25, 2014
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Prothro Hall, Room 100
The American Association of University Women (AAUW) is the nation’s leading voice promoting equity and
education for women and girls. Since our founding in 1881, AAUW members have examined and taken positions
on the fundamental issues of the day — educational, social, economic, and political. One of the world’s largest
sources of funding for graduate women, AAUW is providing more than $3.7 million in funding for more than
245 fellowships and grants to outstanding women and nonprofit organizations in the 2013–14 academic year.
Current graduate students may join for $18.81 for one year from the date of enrollment.
Faculty and Staff: Membership is open to all with an associate degree or higher at special rates.
The Dallas local AAUW chapter is offering deep discounts for membership dues.
The Sack Lunch Meeting will offer more information about the benefits of AAUW while you are
in school and after you graduate.
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For more information, please contact Isabel Docampo at idocampo@smu.edu.

Spring Banquet and Follies Approaching
Please RSVP by March 20

Thursday, March 27, 2014
6:00 p.m.
Highland Park United Methodist Church, Great Hall
The Spring Banquet and Follies is rapidly approaching. Tickets are $5 per person and can be paid for at
community lunch or in Kirby 216. Spring Follies is a time for food, fellowship, and fun for you and your family
and friends. Guests will enjoy a meal provided by Preston Hollow Catering followed by a collection of skits that
are sure to make you giggle. If you are interested in performing a skit, contact Rachel Rigdon at
rdannen@smu.edu. Skits in the past have included songs, videos, game shows, poems, and favorite quotes from
professors.
For more information, contact Rachel Rigdon at rdannen@smu.edu.

Taizé Gathering in Dallas/Fort Worth
Friday-Sunday, April 4-6 2014 (Sunday, April 6 is optional)*
6:30 p.m. for Dinner on Friday through closing of Saturday evening prayer (beginning at 8 p.m.)
White’s Chapel UMC, Southlake
During March and April, several brothers from the Taizé Community will host three gatherings in Texas; Austin
(March 21-22), Dallas (April 4-5), and Houston (April 25-26). The Friday-Saturday gatherings feature four
prayers, Bible study, workshops, and common meals with pilgrims who will gather from around the region and
beyond.
The ministry of the Taizé Community focuses on young people 11-35 for the meeting. Total cost for the
Friday/Saturday gathering including meals is $45. Special rates are available for groups. This is an excellent
opportunity for young adults to gather for prayer. The website offers more detailed information. Adults (above
35) may attend the prayers as outlined on the schedule listed in the link below.
For further information see Dallas-Fort Worth: April 4-5, 2014:
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/taize-pilgrimage-of-trust-dallas-fort-worth-tickets-10005953075
Please consider joining the Taizé brothers for a part or the entire event and bring others from your congregation.
For more information, contact Michael Hawn, mhawn@smu.edu.
*Sunday is optional and not a part of the Taizé gatherings but worship in local congregations for out of town
guests.

Highland Park UMC Summer Practicum in Contemporary Worship
May 19 - July 28

Highland Park UMC is offering a Practicum in contemporary worship. The program requires 30 hours per week.
Participants will be involved integrally in the preparation of Cornerstone Services at HPUMC. Up to three
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participants will receive a stipend of $8,000 in this pilot program. Participants will provide a portfolio or
journal of the experience that will help Perkins evaluate the program and its continuation. Portfolios will be due
by August 15 to Michael Hawn before the stipend will be fully awarded.
Applications may be obtained from Michael Hawn and the process must be completed by March 21. At this time
the applications will be submitted to Stephen Lohoefer at Highland Park UMC for evaluation and selection of
those participating in the practicum.
The application will include:
1) Meeting with Tracy Anne Allred to determine how this aid would affect a student's current financial
package and to clarify how and when the funds will come to the student.
2) A statement of agreement to provide the portfolio/journal by the deadline.
3) A statement of agreement that the student will not be able to take a course concurrently with the
practicum and must be present approximately 30 hours a week (five hours each weekday, and at
Cornerstone services on the weekends).
4) It is desirable that applicants will have taken Introduction to Christian Worship and priority will be
given to those who have had this course.
For more information contact Michael Hawn at mhawn@smu.edu.

Connections
It may not be immediately apparent, especially in the first couple of terms, but the course material in the
curriculum is deeply interrelated. Biblical interpretation informs theology. Theological issues drive the history
of the church. History shapes doctrine and practice. As you move ahead, patterns should emerge, somewhat
like a modern tapestry that incorporates threads of different texture, color and weight. Making these
connections will sometimes come naturally but it can take some effort to assimilate more complex and subtle
relationships. Here are some things to think about:
•
•

•
•

Look for overlapping questions. For example, “Who is Jesus?” is a question that arises in Biblical studies,
theology, history, and is critical to the practice of evangelism and spiritual formation.
Pay attention to language. A theological issue can turn on a single word (remember ὁμοούσιος
[homooúsios]?), with significant ramifications for how faith is understood and lived. Technical terms are
created to communicate something very specific and distinct. Consider why a term in necessary. Often,
understanding this will illuminate possible areas of uncertainty, confusion, and/or paradox.
Be alert for familiar words that are being used in new ways. For example, “anthropology” in theology does
not mean what it does to social scientists.
Look for the ragged edge. Very few disputes are ever truly resolved in the life of the Church. This is usually
because there is something at stake that is important to someone. Seek to understand what, who and why
and you will be better prepared to discern a contemporary manifestation. How many neo- or semiPelagians are reading this?

“Surviving Seminary!” is a regular feature of the Perkins News. The editors are Duane Harbin (dharbin@smu.edu) and Jane Elder
(jelder@smu.edu). Got a great seminary survival strategy? Let us know and we’ll help pass it along to the rest of the community. (That is,
if it isn’t illegal, immoral, or likely to get us in trouble with the Dean!)
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Editorial and Newsletter Submission Policy
Perkins News deadline for submission is 12:00 p.m. Thursday before the Friday edition. Email submissions to
perkinsnews@smu.edu. Please feel free to submit photos to accompany your submission.
Perkins News is published by the office of community life at Perkins school of theology. Rachel Rigdon and Lynda Casey serve as co-editors for
the 2013-2014 academic year. The opinions expressed in Perkins news are not necessarily the opinions of Perkins News, its staff, or Perkins
School of Theology. Perkins News is published weekly throughout the academic year in an online version through campus email and on the
Perkins School of theology website. Submissions and letters from community members are welcome, however, Perkins News reserves the right
to edit any submissions for grammar, space, or as is deemed necessary. Anonymous submissions will not be published under any
circumstances. Submissions should be in keeping with the attitude of a seminary atmosphere, thus the Editor with the input of the Editorial
Board may choose not to include inappropriate submissions. Any column or article submitted must be no longer than 250 words. We are not
responsible for lost, misplaced, or unsolicited submissions. The Perkins Community Life Committee serves as the advisory body for the Perkins
News.

7

