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Setha Low is Professor of Environmental Psychology,

Geography, Anthropology, and Women’s Studies, and Director of
the Public Space Research Group at The Graduate Center of CUNY. She has received her Ph.D. in
Anthropology from the University of California, Berkeley and has been awarded many honors and
grants, including fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, NEH, Hays-Fulbright Commission
and Getty Center for ethnographic fieldwork in Latin America and United States. Recent books include:
Politics of Public Space (with Neil Smith), Rethinking Urban Parks: Public Space and Cultural Diversi
(with S. Scheld and D. Taplin), Behind the Gates: Life, Security and the Pursuit of Happiness in

Fortress America, and On the Plaza: The Politics of Public Space and Culture. She is currently

researching (with R. Lippert) how private governance of
condominiums in New York City and Toronto impacts social
relations; this project is funded by the Canadian Social Sciences

Research Council. She is also writing a book entitled Spatializing

Culture: An Anthropological Theory of Space and Place.
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