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Genetically based estimates for the appearance of adaptive mutations to high altitudes among Tibetan populations range from
~30,000 to 3000 years ago. Archaeological estimates for the initial
occupation of the high Tibetan Plateau (TB) are similarly diverse,
ranging from before the last glacial period to the mid-Holocene. Resolving these various estimates has been
one of the central goals of the Tibet Paleolithic Project, a joint Sino-American project of the last decade
focused on the Amdo region of northeastern Tibet. While the issue is not yet fully resolved, our work has
made it clear that the two data sets may not be directly comparable. Our work suggests that small,
specialized groups of foragers began to seasonally occupy the TP margins above 2500 m by ~15 ka and
occupied the edges of the high plateau above 4000 m by ~11 ka. Larger family groups were living on the TP
margins above 3000 m by ~8 ka and likely occupied the higher regions shortly thereafter. We suggest this
more permanent occupation of the high plateau may be related to the domestication of the yak.

2:00—3:30pm
•
Friday, November 15, 2013
Simmons Hall, Room 144

Survey camp at 5000 m below the Kunlun Mt. glaciers.
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