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AARO (Academic Advising, Orientation and Registration)

Sign Up for AARO!

AARO is the first part of the orientation process designed to assist
you in making a comfortable transition to life at SMU. Transfer
AARO is a half day orientation program for transfer students
enrolling in fall. Programs provide academic requirements and
expectations, campus resources, involvement opportunities and the
chance to meet current students. During your AARO session, you
will also meet one-on-one with an academic advisor and register for
fall classes. Check-in for AARO will begin at 8:00 a.m. in the main
level of the Hughes-Trigg Student Center.

You cannot register for orientation, be advised or register for classes until your admission deposit is paid,
your final transcript and Good Standing form from previous colleges and universities have been received
and processed by the Division of Enrollment Services, and the Health Center receives proof of your
meningitis vaccination. This process takes a minimum of two weeks.

PLEASE DO NOT MAKE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS UNTIL YOU HAVE REGISTERED
FOR ORIENTATION AND RECEIVED A CONFIRMATION EMAIL FOR YOUR AARO
SESSION. REGISTRATION FOR AARO WILL BE AVAILABLE AT THE BEGINNING OF
APRIL FOR STUDENTS WHO HAVE PAID THEIR DEPOSIT.

2014 Transfer AARO Dates

Session 1: | Wednesday, June 25

Session 2: | Wednesday, July 9

Session 3: | Thursday, July 17

Session 4: | Wednesday, July 30
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Mustang Corral

Sign Up for Corral!

Mustang Corral is one of the best traditions SMU has to offer! This
two-night, off-campus retreat is designed to give all incoming students
a feel for student life at SMU. As a student, you will meet and interact
with other incoming students, faculty, staff members and alumni. This
is, without a doubt, the best way to get to know other new students! At
Mustang Corral, you will explore academic life, the spirit and traditions
of SMU and engage in personal growth. These diverse activities

~E : : . encourage meaningful relationships within each Round Up Group, a
group of 12-15 new students, as well as with the larger incoming class. The bonds that you make during
this short time will prove to be a valuable connection throughout your collegiate experience.

To register for Mustang Corral, you must first pay your admission deposit and submit your final transcript
to the Division of Enrollment Services to be processed. This will take a minimum of two weeks. When you
register for Academic Advising, Registration, and Orientation (AARO) on ACCESS.SMU.EDU you will have
the option to register for Mustang Corral.

Office of Transfer and Transition Services

The Transfer and Transition Services team assists students from the day they begin thinking about SMU to
the time they become university Alumni. From pre-admission advising to connecting students with the
campus community and its resources, the goal of the Transfer and Transition Services team is to help
students succeed at their new University home!

SMU requires all undergraduate students to complete a minimum of 60 hours at SMU to earn an SMU
undergraduate degree, and the maximum number of transfer credits that apply to your SMU degree is
generally 62. If you have more than 62 transferable hours, they will all ‘transfer” and be used in the
admissions, scholarships and financial aid processes, but you must still complete a minimum 60 hours at
SMU. You and your academic advisor will determine which hours will apply to the SMU degree.

Questions regarding transferring to SMU? Please visit the Transfer and Transition Services website at
www.smu.edu/transfer for assistance with your transfer journey. You may also contact Nancy
Skochdopole, Director of Transfer and Transition Services, at nskoch@smu.edu.
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The University Curriculum

All SMU undergraduate students entering in the 2014-2015 academic year will enter under the University
Curriculum, regardless of undergraduate school. Students pursue University Curriculum requirements
concurrently, and at times simultaneously, with their major(s) and/or minor(s).

The UC cannot be reduced to a checklist of specific

The University Curriculum ) . .
Veritas Liberabit Vos required courses in specific departments. The
Capstone number of courses and/or credit hours needed to
complete the UC will vary according to your
Proficiencies and Experiences . . . .
(Wrking, Quassietive Reasoring, nformetion Uterscy, Ovd Comvunication, Commmunity Engegemert, individual academic background, preparation,

Human Divessity, Global Engagement, Second Language)

major, and curricular choices. The UC can be met
through any part of your undergraduate career,
including work in the major or minor or elective
COUrses.

Creativity and Aesthetics
Inquiry and Ethics

The UC consists of three main components:
Foundations, Pillars, and a Capstone. In addition to
Dlmmnt':nd:mwm these course work components, there are eight
Quanitative Foundation different Proficiencies and Experiences that can be
Personal Responsibility and Wellness Lo .
satisfied either by coursework or by out-of-class
experiences through which students develop and demonstrate the proficiencies. Any course may satisfy
one or more UC requirements if faculty committees determine that the course provides ample opportunity

for students to develop and demonstrate the Student Learning Outcomes associated with the requirement.
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Individuals, Institutions and
Cultures
Historical Contexts
Philosophical and Religious

The list of courses that satisfy various UC requirements will vary by semester, especially with respect to
identified and approved Proficiencies and Experiences.

Undergraduate Advising

The University Advising Center will guide pre-major students as they navigate through the undergraduate
curriculum to maximize their academic experience at Southern Methodist University. The UAC advisors
help students to recognize and pursue their passions; challenge students to set realistic and rewarding
academic and life goals; and empower students to think and act creatively and independently.

At Southern Methodist University, we recognize that parents and families play important roles in the
academic success of our students. As advisors, we also know that this is a time of transition and changing
relationships within your family dynamic. Your child is becoming more independent and making important
decisions that will impact his or her future. By keeping the lines of communication open, parents can
provide their students with supportive guidance, helping them to successfully navigate this time of self-
discovery and intellectual growth.
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Academic Support and Resources

SMU provides tutoring through the Altshuler Learning Enhancement Center (A-LEC). The A-LEC
provides one-on-one peer tutoring for students, at no extra cost. In addition to peer tutoring, the Writing
Center provides an opportunity for students to meet with English professors for personal writing
workshops. The A-LEC also hosts everything from study skills sessions to organizational workshops.

Here are some great tips from the A-LEC for incoming
students:

Tip #1: Go To Class

New students often hear that in college, "you can go to class
anytime you want." NOT TRUE. Experienced students often
say that the more time they spend in class, the less time they
need to study outside of class.

Tip #2: Budget Time

Have a social life, but plan your study time properly. Do not
begin to study for a test or write a paper the night before either is due. Read the syllabus early for due
dates and note them on a calendar. Remember, sleep is also necessary, so budget for that as well. Don't
forget to join a club or organization!

Tip #3: Become Part Of University Life

Becoming part of the campus community is just as important as going to class, writing papers, and taking
exams. Don't join every group, but be selective and participate in activities that will offer balance to your
life. Take advantage of the variety of university experiences.

Tip #4: Get To Know Your Professors

Begin by targeting some faculty that you think are worth knowing before you graduate. These are the
professors who will evaluate your work, supply references for future career options or graduate school, and
help guide your intellectual development. Most faculty members are very approachable; don't let titles of
"professor” or "doctor"' frighten you.

Students are also encouraged to visit the Hegi Career Center to explore different career paths, work on
their resume, and develop interview skills. The Career Center hosts regular career fairs with resume
workshops and employer contact opportunities. Unsure of what your major might be? The Hegi Career
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