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Historians have often described World War I as the first, modern total war.  As such, one 
of the innovative features of this conflict was that its widespread use of modern 
technology challenged war’s geographic limits.  Where was ‘the front’ when poison gas 
drifted beyond the battlefield or airplanes dropped bombs on city streets?  This talk 
explores the impact of several modes of warfare on civilian populations and thus on the 
borders between ‘home front’ and ‘front line.’ 

Susan R. Grayzel is Professor of History and Director of the Sarah Isom Center for 
Women and Gender Studies at the University of Mississippi.  She researches and teaches 
about culture, gender and the world wars in national, European, and global contexts.  
Her books include Women’s Identities At War: Gender, Motherhood, and Politics in 
Britain and France during the First World War (1999), awarded the NACBS British 
Council Prize; Women and the First World War (2002); The First World War: A Brief 
History with Documents (2012) and At Home and Under Fire: Air Raids and Culture in 
Britain from the Great War to the Blitz (2012). 

The 2014 Stanton Sharp Lectures are supported by a generous gift from Ruth Sharp Altshuler 
honoring her son Stanton Sharp and are sponsored by SMU’s Clements Department of History.  The 
lectures are free and open to the public. Seating is not reserved.  Visitor parking is available in the 
parking garages at Ownby and Binkley Ave. or at SMU Blvd. and Airline Rd.  

For more information, call 214-768-2967, e-mail hist@smu.edu or visit our website at www.smu.edu/history.
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