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 IN 2004, Harvard political scientist, Samuel Huntington, argued in Foreign Affairs 
that Hispanic immigration “threatens to divide the United States into two peoples, two 
cultures, and two languages.” He worried that Mexicans “cling” to their language and 
culture, do not assimilate, and that Mexican immigration is “blurring the border between 
Mexico and America,” promoting “the emergence…of a blended society, half American 
and half Mexican.”  This lecture examines the rapid increase in the Hispanic population 
since the 1980s and attempts to put into historical perspective the fear among many 
Americans that Hispanic immigration will spell the end of what Huntington calls 
America’s “core Anglo-Protestant culture.”

Neil Foley holds the Robert and Nancy Dedman Chair in History at Southern Methodist University. 
He is the author of The White Scourge: Mexicans, Blacks, and Poor Whites in Texas (Berkeley, 1998), 

which won the Gustavus Myers Book Award for the Study of Human Rights and other awards; Quest for Equality: 
The Failed Promise of Black-Brown Solidarity (Harvard, 2010); and Latino USA: Mexicans in the Remaking of America 
(Harvard, 2014). He is the recipient of research fellowships from the Guggenheim Foundation, Ford Foundation, 
National Endowment for the Humanities, American Council of Learned Societies, American Philosophical Society, 
and the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.

The 2013 Stanton Sharp Lectures are supported by a generous gift from Ruth Sharp Altshuler 
honoring her son Stanton Sharp and are sponsored by SMU’s Clements Department of History.  
The lectures are free and open to the public. Seating is not reserved.  Visitor parking is available in 
the parking garages at Ownby and Binkley Ave. or at SMU Blvd. and Airline Rd.

For more information, contact:
phone: 214-768-2967    e-mail:  hist@smu.edu 

website:  smu.edu/history
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