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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course employs theoretical frameworks and methodologies from the discipline of anthropology to 
examine the ethics of health and healing cross-culturally.  Course materials address several of the 
complicated political, economic, cultural and social factors behind individual and group illness.  Special 
attention is paid to the ethical dilemmas associated with questions of access and distributive justice, 
quality of health care, cultural relativism and respectful treatment of the diversity of healing systems 
around the world, ideas of autonomy versus communalism in health, plus beneficence and 
nonmaleficence in treatment.  We will be critical in our analysis of science and the representations of fact 
and reality, and will question the relations of authority and subalternity that complicate global production 
of health inequalities.  Additional topics include the cultural construction and organization of medical 
systems; the situated and contingent meanings of health, disease, sickness and illness; the role of 
technology in contemporary health care and its ethical implications; and gender, class, race/ethnicity, and 
other demographic factors behind health disparities.   
 

Objectives/Learning Outcomes 
 Students will develop and employ the ability to use inter-disciplinary approaches for understanding 

complex ethical issues. 
 Students will develop case knowledge to demonstrate how health care systems and explanations of 

health and illness differ through space and time. 
 Students will become familiar with several bioethical models and concepts, including: the Principalist 

Approach, the common morality , communitarian approaches, and autonomy. 
 
 

Additional UC Learning Outcomes 
 
FOR PILLAR: Philosophical/Religious/Ethical Inquiry 

1.. Students will be able to demonstrate the ability to critically reflect on or apply the theoretical methods 
of, one of the fields of philosophy, religious studies, or ethics via a focus on a specific area or set of issues. 
(Level 2) 

FOR PILLAR: Individuals, Institutions, and Cultures 
1.Students will be able to analyze different theoretical or interpretive perspectives in the study of 
individual, social, cultural, political, or economic experiences. (Level 2) 
2.Students will be able to evaluate critically the research outcomes and theoretical applications in the study 
of individual, social, cultural, political, or economic experiences. (Level 2) 

 



FOR PROFICIENCY: Human Diversity 
1. With respect to issues related to race, ethnicity, gender, or societies in the developing world, students will 

be able to demonstrate an understanding of the historical, cultural, social, or political conditions of identity 
formation and function in human society, including the ways in which these conditions influence individual 
or group status, treatment, or accomplishments. 

 
 

REQUIRED COURSE TEXTS 
 

Wailoo, Keith, Julie Livingston, and Peter Guarnaccia, eds. 2006.  A Death Retold: Jesica Santillan, the 
Bungled Transplant, and Paradoxes of Medical Citizenship. Durham: University of North 
Carolina Press.  

Fadiman, Anne.  1997. The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American 
Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures. New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux. *** Pre-Term 
Reading. 

Articles noted on Course Schedule (below) will be posted on Blackboard. 
 

*** IMPORTANT  NOTE FOR THE MAY TERM:  For the May Term, pre-term 
reading of the Fadiman book is required.  Students will be tested on the assigned 
material in the first class meeting. 
 
Other Recommended Texts: 
Beauchamp, Tom and James F. Childress. 2009.  Principles of Biomedical Ethics.  New York: Oxford 

University Press. 
Biehl, João. 2005. Vita: Life in a Zone of Social Abandonment. Berkeley: University of California Press. 
 
 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

 
Participation, Quizzes, Film Notes   20% 
Pre-Term Reading Test     10% 
News Log      20% 

Class Presentation of News Log   10% 
Midterm Exam      20% 
Final Exam      20% 
 
Class Participation: Class participation grades will be based on the frequency, pertinence, creativity, and 
clarity of contributions in class and, particularly, in lab.  Comments must reflect critical thinking (see the 
little blue book) and must engage the course material; comments that are general or personal in nature 
will not contribute significantly toward your participation grade.  Active participation is volunteered 
participation through discussion of assigned material.  Students who have great difficulty speaking out in 
class are encouraged to come up with other ways to meet this requirement (e.g., creating handouts, 
puzzles, posters relevant to the discussion) – these must be discussed with the Professor or TA and 
approved for credit.  Participation is required in every lab and is necessary in many lectures. 

Pre-Term Reading Assignment and Test: Because of the very short period for this course, a portion of 
the reading must be done before the course begins, and a test will be administered on this material the first 
day of class. 



News Log Assignment - Choose an ethics and health-related topic currently in the news. Keep a log of 
news articles on that issue, noting the full publication citation.  Your goal in each entry is to make an 
overarching point of your own, by applying at least one reading from the course to the news article. You 
need to explain how you are using the course materials to understand the news article. Cite course 
materials fully.  You must find and collect 1-2 articles per day, for a total of 5 articles due two times, as 
noted on the Course Outline.  Articles may be no more than 12 months old and should span at least 6 
months’ total elapsed time. 

Other specific instructions: You may use each course reading only once. Cite the page number of 
the course materials you are using.  You may reference films, but these will not count as a course 
reading.  You may do the same or a different topic in Part 1 and 2 of this assignment. Before you 
dive into your chosen topic, make sure that there are sufficient news articles covering that topic 
and that it’s relevant to the corresponding half of the course.  When citing the US media, you 
must use only large newspapers such as: New York Times, Boston Globe, and/or The LA Times, or 
the AP.  The Dallas Morning News is also fine.  I encourage you to use international newspapers, 
and I will accept a variety of international newspapers.  If in doubt, ask me for approval of your 
sources.  Write one entry per page and number your pages. By term’s end, your news log 
should be a total of 10 pages. 

Presentation of News Log: Each student will make a 7-10 minute presentation of their issue and 
their news log, addressing the ethical problem and course-informed discussion.  For the 
presentation, at least 4 Powerpoint slides must be used. Video clips should not be used.  Students 
should offer (1) a neutral summary of the issue and facts, (2) a statement of the ethical concerns 
in the case, (3) a discussion of the media treatment(s) of this case, and (4) the student’s own 
critical exposition and argument on the issue given all of these materials. The final slide should 
include a complete bibliography.  A copy of the presentation must be posted to Blackboard within 
24 hours of delivery in class (this can be in pdf form if you prefer). 

All Written Assignments: Please include your name, course number, TA name (if relevant), page 
numbers, and date on each written assignment.   Only printed materials are accepted (see Smith-Morris 
Writing Guidelines for other requirements) – no emailed/electronic versions.   It is the student’s 
responsibility to maintain (1) a backup copy and (2) a printout of the Properties page which shows the 
production date and size of any document.  In the event of lost documents, the student can produce these 
to avoid late penalties. 

Assignments are due in class.  Assignments submitted late will be graded down by 10 points for each day 
(24-hour period) that they are late.  Thus, assignments submitted 15 minutes after the end of class will be 
graded down by 10 points.  If not submitted in class, assignments must be hand-delivered to the professor 
or you may have the department secretary date & time stamp the material.  Emailed assignments are not 
acceptable.  Proof of date/time of submission is very important, so never leave material under doors, on 
desks, or in mailboxes. 

Absences/Missed Assignments:  Absences are excused for a debilitating illness or death in the family, 
and religious holidays.  Notify the professor or TA before you are absent.  Written documentation (i.e., by 
healthcare provider or funeral director) must be presented to the professor or TA upon your return in 
order to make up any missed work or in-class quiz.  If you fail to notify us and provide the necessary 
documentation, you will not be allowed to make up the work.  Make-up quizzes and extensions on 
homework deadlines can be offered only by the Professor, not a TA.  Only students with written 
documentation (i.e., by healthcare provider, funeral director, Resident Advisor) of a debilitating illness or 
death in the family can be allowed to make up work.   



Students should review notes, handouts, and assignment instructions with the professor, a TA, and/or a 
classmate for days missed, as you will be held responsible for this material.  Missed assignments or tests 
receive a 0 (zero).   

Disabilities, Accommodation, and Religious Observance: Southern Methodist University provides 
reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities.  If you need academic accommodations for a 
disability, you must first contact Ms. Rebecca Marin, Coordinator, Services for Students with Disabilities 
(214-768-4563) to verify the disability and establish eligibility for accommodation.  Then you should 
schedule an appointment with the professor to make appropriate arrangements.  If you feel you have a 
disability but elect not to verify the disability under SMU policies, I will not be able to provide you with 
special accommodations (including extensions or extra exam time).  Tests are scheduled so as to avoid 
most religious holidays – if you have a conflict with the course schedule for religious reasons, please 
discuss it with me by the 12th day of university classes. 

Plagiarism and Academic Misconduct: Plagiarism, cheating, inappropriate consultation of peers or their 
work, any other form of academic misconduct, and failing to report evidence of others’ misconduct are all 
Honor Code violations.  Penalties are outlined in the Honor Code and may include anything from a zero 
for the assignment to dismissal from school.  Students are expected to prepare work independently, cite 
any work (quotes or ideas) that is not their own, submit original work (i.e., not already submitted for any 
other class), and to neither give nor receive assistance in examinations.  If you are uncertain about 
whether an activity or piece of work compromises your academic integrity, you should speak to the 
professor before turning it in! 

Computers and Cell Phones: Computers may only be used in class for note-taking.  All online 
connections must be OFF and cell phones silenced AND put away for class.  Students using the internet 
or reading their cell phones during class will be ejected and all points for the day forfeited.   

Extra Credit: No extra credit is offered. 

BlackBoard: Course documents, announcements, lecture outlines, and other materials will be posted on 
the BlackBoard page for this course.  Please consult that page regularly and inform me of any problems 
you encounter. 

 

 

 

 



ANTH/SOC 3301: Health, Healing & Ethics 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

 
 
Class 
Date 

Topics 
 

Readings & Assignments Due 

May 15 
 

Introduction and Pre-
Term Reading Test 

Pre-Term Reading Test on “The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down” by 
Anne Fadiman. 
 

An Inter-Disciplinary 
Approach to Ethics 

 

May 16 The Role of Culture 
in Ethics and in 
Health 

Beauchamp, T. L. and James Childress. 2001. “Ch. 1 Moral Norms”,“Ch. 2 
Moral Virtues” in Principles of Biomedical Ethics. 5th edition. Oxford 
University Press.  
 
Taylor, Janelle “Confronting ‘Culture’ in Medicine’s ‘Culture of no Culture’” 
http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Abstract/2003/06000/Confronting_
_Culture__in_Medicine_s__Culture_of_No.3.aspx 
 
Raymond De Vries and Leslie Rott. 2011. “Bioethics as Missionary Work: The 
Export of Western Ethics to Developing Countries”.  In Bioethics Around the 
Globe, Catherine Myser (Ed.) 
 

 FILM: Second Opinion with T. R. Reid: Inside Ayurvedic Medicine, 2008, 54 
minutes 

May 19 Ethical Guidelines Declaration of Alma Ata.
http://www.who.int/publications/almaata_declaration_en.pdf for original or 
more briefly, 
http://www.who.int/social_determinants/tools/multimedia/alma_ata/en/ 
 
Harris, John. 2001. “Introduction: The Scope and Importance of Bioethics” in 
John Harris, ed. Bioethics. Oxford University Press. BB 
 
Sargent, Carolyn and Carolyn Smith-Morris. 2006. “Questioning Our 
Principles: Anthropological Contributions to Ethical Dilemmas in Clinical 
Practice”.  Cambridge Quarterly of Healthcare Ethics 15(2): 123-134. 
 
“Ch. 4: ‘Sleeping Beauty’: Karen Ann Quinlan and the Rise of Bioethics in 
America”.  in Bioethics in America: Origins and Cultural Politics, by M. L. 
Tina Stevens.   
 

 FILM: Motherland Afghanistan 2007 by Sedika Mojadidi IDD 04041, 74 
minutes 
 

May 20 Experimental 
Subjects & Research 
Ethics  

Wailoo, Livingston, Guarnaccia 2006. “Introduction: Chronicles of an 
Accidental Death”. WLG 
 
Several readings from Beauchamp, Walters, Kahn and Mastroianni.  In 
Contemporary Issues in Bioethics. (“Past Abuses of Human Research 
Subjects” and “Codes and Guidelines for Human Research”) 
 
Singer, Natasha August 4, 2009  “Medical Papers by Ghostwriters Pushed 
Therapy” The New York Times 



http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/05/health/research/05ghost.html BB Link 
 
“Even the Elite Hospitals aren’t Immune to Errors” The New York Times 
February 23, 2003 http://www.nytimes.com/2003/02/23/us/even-the-elite-
hospitals-aren-t-immune-to-
errors.html?scp=1&sq=Even%20the%20Elite%20Hospitals%20aren’t%20Im
mune%20to%20Errors&st=cse BB Link 
 
Gawande, Atul  2007 “A Life-Saving Checklist”  The New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/30/opinion/30gawande.html 
 

 FILM: “Ethical Riddles in HIV Research” 
http://www.ted.com/talks/boghuma_kabisen_titanji_ethical_riddles_in_hiv_res
earch.html 
 

May 21 Autonomy and the 
Right to Health Care 

Chavez, Leo 2006  “Imagining the Nation, Imagining Donor Recipients” WLG 
 
Farmer, Paul, et al Structural Violence BB 
 
Smith-Morris, Carolyn. 2007. “Autonomous Individuals or Self-Determined 
Communities: The Changing Ethics of Research in Indian Country”.  Human 
Organization 66(3): 327-336. 
http://sfaa.metapress.com/content/qj157567773u2013/ 

Doctor Hotspot with Atul Gawande, PBS Frontline    
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/doctor-hotspot/ 
 

NEWS LOG (1ST 
five entries) DUE 
 

Student Presentations 
 

May 22 Individuals vs. 
Communalism in 
Health 

 “Should Tribal Rights Trump Development?”  UK Wired News. 
http://www.ukwirednews.com/news.php/1534697-India-Should-tribal-rights-
trump-development 
 
“Stoning of Adulterers Could Be Reintroduced to Afghan Law” AlJazeera 
America.  http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2013/11/25/adultery-
afghanistanstoninglaw.html 
 
Ellen Gruenbaum. 1996. “The Cultural Debate over Femal Circumcision”.  
Medical Anthropology Quarterly 10(4): 455-475. 
 
Mark Kuczewski. 2009. “The Common Morality in Communitarian Thought: 
Reflective Consensus in Public Policy”. 
 

 Exam Review 
 

May 23  MID-TERM EXAM 
 
 

May 26 No Class  Memorial Day Holiday  

May 27 Racism in Research 
and Health Care 
 

Brandt, Allan. 1978. “Racism and Research: The Case of the Tuskegee 
Syphilis Study” Hastings Center Report 8(6): 21-29 BB 
 



Susan E. Lederer. 2006.  “Tucker’s Heart: Racial Politics and Heart 
Transplantation in America”.  WLG 
 

 FILM: Race: The Power of an Illusion, 2003. IDD 05326, 168 minutes (we 
will watch as much as time permits) 
 

May 28 Transplant Ethics Scheper-Hughes, Nancy 2006.   “Post-Human Ethics, Global (In)justice, and 
the Transplant Trade in Organs” WLG 
 
Rough Cut: India: A Pound of Flesh Selling Kidneys to Survive by Samantha 
Grant, 2006 
http://www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/watch/player.html?pkg=flw_rc&seg=32&m
od=0 
 
Rouse, Carolyn. 2006. “Jessica Speaks?: Adolescent Consent for 
Transplantation and Ethical Uncertainty” WLG 
 
Sharp, Lesley 2006 “Babes and Baboons: Jesica Santillan and Experimental 
Pediatric Transplant Research in America” WLG 
 
Smith-Morris, C. and Juan Arenas. “Organ Risk or Just a Migrant?”  
Unpublished manuscript. BB 
 

NEWS LOG (2nd 
five entries) DUE 

Student Presentations 

May 29 An Obligation to 
Act? 
 

Smith, Michael J. 2009. “Humanitarian Intervention: An Overview of the 
Ethical Issues”. Ethics & International Affairs 12(1): 63-79.  
 
Hoffman, Beatrix. 2006 “Sympathy and Exclusion: Access to Health Care for 
Undocumented Immigrants in the U.S.” WLG 
 
Welch, H. Gilbert 2009 To Overhaul the System, ‘Health’ Needs Redefining 
New York Times 
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/28/health/views/28essa.html 
 
Fink, Sheri.  August 30, 2009.  Strained by Katrina, a Hospital Faced Deadly 
Choices.  The New York Times Magazine.  
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/08/30/magazine/30doctors.html?pagewanted=al
l&action=click&module=Search&region=searchResults%230&version=&url=
http%3A%2F%2Fquery.nytimes.com%2Fsearch%2Fsitesearch%2F%23%2Fst
rained%2Bby%2Bkatrina%2F 
 

  FILM: Life in the Balance: The Health Care Crisis in Texas by Sujata Dand 
and Stewart Mayer, 2005, IDD 02360  
 
FILM: El Norte by Gregory Nava and Anna Thomas, 1983, IDD 02891 
 

May 30  FINAL EXAM 
   

 


