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Employment. 

Southern Methodist University – Associate Professor 2015 – present  

Assistant Professor. 2008 – 2015. 

University of British Columbia – Assistant Professor without review. 2006 – 2008. 

Harvard University – Post-Doctoral Research Fellow, Evolution and Theology of 

Cooperation Project. Summer 2007. 

Education. 

HTUniversity of ArizonaTH – Ph.D. in HTPhilosophyTH with minor in Cognitive Science. December 2006. 

HUniversity of ConnecticutTH – M.A. in HTPhilosophyTH. May 2001. 

University of Nebraska-LincolnTH – B.S. with honors in HTMathTH, HTPhilosophyTH, HTComputer 

ScienceTH and HTPolitical ScienceTH. August 1998. 

Research. 

Areas of Specialization:T  HTPhilosophy of MindTH and HTCognitive ScienceTH, HTPhilosophy of Science (esp. 

Biology)T, HTMetaphysicsTH, HTEpistemology and Decision TheoryTH. 

Areas of Competence:T  Philosophy of Language, Metaethics, Logic, Philosophy of Mathematics, 

History of Philosophy (esp. Early Modern and Analytic). 

Publications . 

 “Pragmatic Experimental Philosophy.”  Philosophical Psychology.  2015, 28: 412–33. 

 “HTDispositions, Conditionals and Auspicious Circumstances.TH” Philosophical Studies. 

2013, 164: 443–464. 

 “HTWhy Nothing Mental is Just in the Head.TH” Noûs. 2007, 41: 318-34. 

 “HTOn Higher-Order and Free-Floating Chances.TH” The British Journal for the Philosophy 

of Science. 2006, 57: 691–707. 

 “HTDoes Simulation Theory Really Involve Simulation?TH” Philosophical Psychology. 2006, 

19: 417–32. 

 “Review of Timothy Williamson Doing Philosophy: From Common Curiosity to Logical 

Reasoning.” The Philosophers Magazine. Forthcoming. 

 “You Bet Your Life”. The Philosophers’ Magazine.  2016, 74: 45–50. 

 Review of Contemporary Debates in Cognitive Science. Notre Dame Philosophical 

Review. November, 2006.  [3000 words] 
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 Critical Notice for The Bounds of Cognition. Journal of Mind and Behavior. 2008, 

29: 345–57. 

 “Meanings and Methodologies” in New Waves in Philosophy of Mind.  Jesper Kallestrup 

and Mark Sprevak, editors.  Palgrave MacMillan. 2014, Chapter 4. 

 “HTWhat Can Game Theory Tell us About Humans?TH” in Evolution, Games and God.  

Sarah Coakley and Martin Nowak, editors.  Harvard University Press. 2013, 220–233. 

Other Work in Preparation. 

Book Manuscript. 

 Pragmatic Conceptual Analysis. 

Papers in preparation (selected). 

 “A Meta-Semantic Response to Multiple Skeptical Arguments” 

 “A Meta-Semantic Response to Multiple Skeptical Arguments”  

 “A Better Python API for Webots Robot Simulations” 

 “Bead Logic” 

 “Color Representations as Hash ValuesTH” 

 “Compelling Self-Ratification” 

 “Emotions as Modes of CognitionTH” 

 “Representational Content and the Keys to SuccessTH” 

 “Using Simulated Robots to Teach Philosophy of Cognitive Science” 

 “The Authority of Pragmatic Conceptual Analysis” 

 “The Challenge of Syntactic Typing” 

 “The Practical Value of Knowledge Attributions” 

 “Why ask Why?  What Good Explanations Deliver and How they Deliver ItTH” 

Honors & Awards. 

 The Philosopher’s Annual selected “Why Nothing Mental is Just in the Head” as one of 

the “ten best articles published in philosophy” in 2007. 

 APA Graduate Travel Stipends to present papers at the 2005 and 2006 Central APAs. 

 William James Prize for best graduate student paper in philosophy, “Does Simulation 

Theory Really Involve Simulation?” Society for Philosophy and Psychology, 2004. 

 Best Research Poster Prize for “Don’t Know Much About Qualia… Or Do We?”  

Toward a Science of Consciousness, 2004. 

 William H. Fink Prize for outstanding philosophy graduate student. University of 

Arizona Philosophy Department, 2003.  
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Additional Education. 

HTT HTTFaculty Fellow in Seminar on the Situated Self.  Dedman College Interdisciplinary 

Institute at SMU.  August 2014 – May 2015.  

Seminar on Perceptual, Religious, and Moral Skepticism. Purdue University. June 8 – 24, 

2011. 

National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute on Experimental 

Philosophy.T  University of Utah. June 22 – July 17, 2009. 

Australian National University. Visiting Graduate Student. June 2005 – August 2005.  

University of North Carolina. Visiting Graduate Student. August 2004 – May 2005.  

Summer School in Philosophy Probability and the Special Sciences. University of 

Konstanz. July 27 – August 2, 2003. 

Selected Presentations. 

Listed by area and current title (actual titles of particular presentations may have differed).  

Presentations in Philosophy of Mind and Cognitive Science. 

 “Pragmatic Experimental Philosophy” 

 Bootcamp on Experimental Philosophy of Free Will. Yale, August 2011. 

 American Philosophical Association – Eastern. Boston, December 2010. 

 Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology (with commentary by Thomas 

Nadelhoffer). Atlanta, April 2010. 

 Florida International University (colloquium series).  November 2008. 

 “Pragmatic Conceptual Analysis” 

 New York University (with commentary by Michael Strevens; NYU’s mind and 

language series). New York City. December 2013. 

 University of British Columbia (colloquium series).  Vancouver. March 2008. 

 Southern Methodist University. Dallas. January 2008. 

 Western Canadian Philosophical Association (with commentary by Erin Greer).  

Saskatoon, October 2007. 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology (with commentary by Joseph Cruz).  

St. Louis, June 2006. 

 Online Philosophy Conference (with commentary by Frank Jackson). April 2006. 

 University of St. Andrews.  Scotland, November 2005. 

 University of Arizona (colloquium series). Tucson, September 2005. 

 Australasian Association of Philosophy. Sydney, July 2005. 

 “Color Representations as Hash Values” 

 Central APA (with commentary by Benj Hellie). Chicago, April 2006. 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology. Winston-Salem, June 2005. (poster) 
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“Representational Content and the Keys to Success” 

 Pacific APA (with commentary by Simon Evnine). Portland, March 2006.   

 Lehigh University. Bethlehem, March 2006. 

 Georgia State University. Atlanta, February 2006. 

 Australian National University (mental representation reading group). Canberra, 

August 2005. 

 “Emotions as Modes of Cognition” 

 University of North Carolina (seminar on emotions organized by Jesse Prinz). 

Chapel Hill, September 2004.  

 “The Challenge of Syntactic Typing” 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology.  Toronto, June 2008. (poster) 

 Ohio University.  Athens, OH.  January 2008. 

 Society for Exact Philosophy.  Vancouver, May 2007. 

 University of British Columbia (colloquium series). Vancouver, November 2006. 

 “Does Simulation Theory Really Involve Simulation?” 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology convening with the European SPP. 

Barcelona, July 2004. (winner of William James prize for best graduate student 

paper). 

 Society for Exact Philosophy. Vancouver, May 2003.  

“Don’t Know Much About Qualia… Or Do We?”  

 Towards a Science of Consciousness. Tucson, April 2004. (poster – winner of 

best poster prize).  

 University of Arizona (Consciousness Discussion Series). Tucson, March 2004.  

 University of Connecticut (Grue Bag Series, for graduate students). Spring 2001. 

“Why Nothing Mental is Just in the Head”  

 University of British Columbia + Simon Fraser University Annual Philosophy 

Colloquium.  March 2008. 

 University of Arizona, Consciousness Club. Tucson, October 2003. (invited talk, 

for an audience primarily of undergraduate students). 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology. Pasadena, June 2003. (poster). 

 Association for the Scientific Study of Consciousness. Memphis, May 2003.  

 University of Arizona (Consciousness Discussion Series). November 2002.  

“Critique of Adams & Aizawa’s The Bounds of Cognition”  

 Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology. (Author meets critics session). 

Savannah, March 2009. 

“Commentary on Sam Clarke Beyond the Icon” (commentary)  

 Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology, March 2018. 

 “Commentary on G. Bartlett’s ‘What if Conscious Experience requires change?’” 

 Central APA. Chicago, March 2014. (commentary) 
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 “Commentary on Marcus Arvan” 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology. Bloomington, June 2009. (commentary) 

 “Commentary on Nick Georgalis”  

 Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology. Durham, March 2005. (commentary) 

Presentations in H TPhilosophy of Science T H. 

“Why ask Why? What Good Explanations Deliver and How they Deliver It” 

 Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology. New Orleans. March 2011. 

 Workshop on Evolution and Theology of Cooperation. Harvard, May 2007. 

 Northern Arizona University (colloquium series). Flagstaff, November 2005. 

 Australian National University (PhilSoc series). Canberra, July 2005.  

“The Cultural Evolution of Altruism” 

 Harvard University (Evolution and Theology of Cooperation lunch series). 

February 2007. 

 “On Higher Order and Free-Floating Chances” 

 Society for Exact Philosophy. Toronto, May 2005. 

 University of North Carolina (Triangle Ellipse philosophy of science reading 

group). Chapel Hill, January 2005. 

“ObjArray: Better Integrating Python Objects and NumPy Arrays.” (poster) 

 Scientific Python 2016. Austin, July 2016. 

“Commentary on G. Jeffrey’ ‘Is ‘Life’ a Core-dependent Homonym?’.” (commentary) 

 Central APA. St. Louis, February 2015. 

“Commentary on M. Martinez’ ‘Signaling Games and Modality’.” (commentary) 

 Central APA. New Orleans, February 2013. 

 “Reasons to prefer Multi-Level- over Individual-Level-Selectionist Accounts” 

 University of Connecticut, Grue Bag Series (for graduate students). Storrs, Spring 

2000. 

“Commentary on Jan Sprenger on Explanation and Confirmation” (commentary)  

 Formal Epistemology Workshop. Pittsburgh, May 2007. 

 “General Commentary on All Papers” (commentary) 

 Culture in Evolutionary Perspective. Vancouver, April 2007. 

Presentations in H TMetaphysics T H. 

“Dispositions, Conditionals, and Auspicious Circumstances”. 

 Central APA. Chicago, April 2005. (winner of graduate student travel stipend). 

 University of North Carolina (Work in Progress Series). Chapel Hill, January 

2005.  
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Presentations in H TEpistemology & Decision Theory T H. 

“Bead Logic” 

 Texas Epistemology eXtravaganza. April 2019. 

 “A Meta-Semantic Response to Multiple Skeptical Arguments” 

 University of Texas. Austin. October 2013. 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology (poster). Boulder, June 2012. 

 Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology. Savannah, March 2012. 

 Dallas Philosophers Forum.  Dallas, January 2012. 

 Seminar on Perceptual, Religious and Moral Skepticism. Purdue, June 2011. 

“The Practical Value of Knowledge Attributions” 

 Texas Epistemology eXtravaganza.  April 2015. 

 NEH Summer Seminar on Experimental Philosophy.  Salt Lake City. July 2009. 

“Paradoxical Reversals of Hope” coauthored with Avram Hiller. 

 Texas Epistemology eXtravaganza.  April 2017.  

“Pragmatic Conceptual Analysis and Our Reasons for Following Norms” 

 Arizona Summer Workshop in Philosophy (for graduate students). Tucson, 

October 2005. 

“The Java Problem – Another Puzzle About Self-Locating Belief” 

 Australian National University (Probability reading group). Canberra, July 2005. 

“Sleeping Beauty and Two Theories of Probability” (with Sarah Wright) 

 Australian National University (Probability reading group). Canberra, July 2005. 

 Wittgenstein Symposium. Kirchberg, Austria. August 2003. (We were added as a 

late addition to the schedule.)  

 Summer School in Philosophy Probability and the Special Sciences. Konstanz, 

Germany. July 2003.  

“Disposition-Based Decision Theory” 

 Australian National University (NotYASS series). Canberra, July 2005. 

 Tucson Interdisciplinary Workshop on Decision-Making. Tucson, March 2004.  

 Society for Exact Philosophy. College Park, MD, May 2004.  

 Arizona Summer Workshop in Philosophy (for graduate students). Tucson, June 2002.  

“Commentary on Branden Fitelson” (commentary)  

 Texas A&M Decision Theory Conference. College Station, TX, December 2015.  

 “Commentary on Zachary Ernst & Sara Chant” (commentary)  

 Formal Epistemology Workshop. Berkeley, May 2006. 

Presentations in Language, Linguistics, and Psycho-Linguistics. 

“How Smart Languages Learn to Teach Themselves to Stupid Children” 

 Dallas Philosophers Forum. Dallas. September 2010. 

 Emerson-Wier Liberal Arts Symposium.  Chickasha. April 2010. 
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 Society for Philosophy and Psychology. Philadelphia.  June 2008. (poster) 

 University of British Columbia (Linguistics colloquium series). January 2007. 

 University of British Columbia (Cognitive Systems series). September 2007. 

 Duke Conference on Evolution of Cognition. Durham, NC. April 2005. 

 University of North Carolina (Epistemology of Language reading group). 

February 2005. 

“Using Neural Nets to Discover Abstract Structure in Serial Data-Streams”  

 University of Arizona (computational vision discussion group). Tucson, October 

2003 (series of three talks). 

 “Commentary on Genoveva Marti”  

 Pacific APA.  Seattle, April 2012.   

Teaching. 

Courses Taught: 

� Minds, Brains and Robotics. Spring 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2017; Fall 2014, 2015, 2018, 

2020, 2021. 

� Philosophy of Biology. UBC: Spring 2008; SMU: Spring 2009, 2016; Fall 2010, 2013, 

2014; Summer 2011, 2017. 

� Creativity, Discovery and Science. Spring 2014, 2019, 2022; Summer 2015. 

� Future of Humanity. Spring 2020, Spring 2021.   

� Philosophy of Mind.  Fall 2019; Summer 2020, 2021, 2022. 

� Philosophy of Religion.  Fall 2016. 

� Epistemology / Knowledge & Skepticism. Fall 2010, Spring 2015. 

� Meaning and Methodology (Advanced Topics). Fall 2009. 

� Meta-Philosophy (Advanced Topics). Spring 2018. 

� The Future of Humanity (Advanced Topics). Spring 2020. 

� The Scientific Method (team taught). Fall 2015, Fall 2016. 

� Mathematical Models of Cognition (team taught). Fall 2017. 

� Introduction to Philosophy (Honors).  SMU: Fall 2009, Spring 2010. 

� Introduction to Philosophy. SMU: Fall 2008, 2013, 2017, Spring 2009, 2011-2018.  

� Introduction to Philosophy: Minds Machines and Persons. SMU: Fall 2018, 2020-

22; Fall 2019 (honors section); Spring 2019-2022. 

� Metaphysics 450A. University of British Columbia: Spring 2007. 

� Philosophy of Mind 451A. University of British Columbia: Fall 2006, 2007. 

� Cognitive Systems 300 (team taught). UBC: Fall 2006, 2007; Spring 2007, 2008. 

� Cognitive Systems 200 (team taught). UBC: Fall 2006, 2007; Spring 2007, 2008. 

� Philosophy of Science. Arizona: Summer 2002, Summer 2004. 

� Minds, Brains, and Computers. (PHIL/PSYCH 346). Arizona: Summer 2003.   

� Ethics and Economics. University of North Carolina: Fall 2004.  

� Business Ethics. Arizona: Winter 2001-2. 
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Courses Assisted: 

� Introduction to Philosophy (Fall 1999, Fall 2000). 

� Mind, Matter and God (Fall 2001). 

� Introduction to Logic (Spring 2000, Spring 2001). 

� Introduction to Critical Thinking (Spring 2002). 

� Calculus III (3 semesters at UNL).  

� Calculus II (3 semesters at UNL). 

� Emerging Leaders (Spring 1995).  

Service (selected). 

 SMU General Education Council.  2016 – 2019. 

 SMU Civic and Individual Ethics committee: 2019 – present. 

 SMU Cognitive Science Minor Undergraduate Advisor: 2018 – present. 

 SMU Cognitive Science Minor Steering Committee: 2018 – present.  

 Faculty advisor for SMU Philosophy Club. 2015 – present. 

 SMU Calendar Committee.  2015 – 2018. 

 SMU Philosophy Works in Progress Coordinator: 2016 – present. 

 SMU Philosophy Curriculum Committee Chair. 2019 – present.  

 Refereeing for Synthese, British Journal for Philosophy of Science, Australasian Journal 

of Philosophy, Erkenntnis, Ratio, and Philosophical Studies. 

 Conference refereeing for Society for Philosophy of Psychology, Southern Philosophy for 

Philosophy and Psychology. 

 Cognitive Systems Program Committee.  University of British Columbia. 2006-2008. 

 Vice President, University of Connecticut Graduate Student Senate.  2000-2001. 

Affiliations. 

 American Philosophical Association. 

 Society for Philosophy and Psychology. 

 Southern Society for Philosophy and Psychology. 
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