
SMU CENTER FOR DISPUTE RESOLUTION AND CONFLICT MANAGEMENT 

STUDY ABROAD GREECE 2017 

 
June 17 – 24, 2017 

Globally, we are faced with difficult public issues stemming from intolerance, shifting 
political climates, inequity of resources, and civil unrest and immigration. This, among 
many other complex issues has created intense conflict and polarization in 
communities, threatening to tear the fabric of society apart and often resulting in 
violence.    

This course will explore a valuable and effective tool for promoting equilibrium; it is 
through the use of dialogue processes. This is a powerful form of peacebuilding that 
brings divided communities together and often results in appreciation of differences and 
lasting peace.   

Greece has been in the throes of the crisis for some time, and they have reached out to 
various non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to assist in dealing with the critical 
problems dividing their communities. Students in this class will examine methods for 
building peace through understanding and communication as well as participate in an 
incredible opportunity to work with an NGO conducting dialogue processes with local 
community groups on polarizing issues. Since Greece is not the only nation facing 
conflict, the skills learned from this course will be transferrable to all community 
conflict.    

 


