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What is 
Hilltopics?

Hilltopics is the University Honors Program’s

opinion paper, founded by Honors students over a

decade ago. Written and designed entirely by

students, Hilltopics is committed to providing

apublic platform for all voices.

Hilltopics pieces range from the high literary to the

traditionally journalistic, from the satirical to the

personal. We welcome contributions from all

viewpoints, political persuasions, and backgrounds

—the most important thing is that all voices are

free to contribute, in order to foster

a flourishing of free speech at SMU. The paper is

not limited to the Honors community; anyone at

SMU can write for Hilltopics, and we seek to gain

readership from all students.

The number one goal of Hilltopics is to publish

good writing and let it speak for itself. Exclusive

online Hilltopics content can be found on our

website, hilltopicssmu.wordpress.com.



How to contribute:

Though Hilltopics is published by the SMU Honors

Program, any student is free to contribute.

We encourage discussion and creativity in our

publication, so if you disagree with one of our

articles, we urge you to write a rebuttal. If you have a

strong opinion, a literary masterpiece, a

cute cartoon, or anything else you’ve created and want to

share, please contact one of our

editors-in-chief for instructions on how to contribute:

Lorien Melnick, lmelnick@smu.edu

Nicole Kiser, nkiser@smu.edu

Also connect with us online to ask questions and keep up

with everything Hilltopics:

Facebook: SMU Hilltopics

Twitter: @SMU_Hilltopics

Instagram: @smuhilltopics

Read old editions and access 
exclusive content on our
website:
hilltopicssmu.wordpress.com
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With the Honors Program
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Lorien Melnick

A
LETTER

TO MY

EX-AUNT-IN-LAW

Photo: "fx632" by uvw916a is licensed under CC BY 2.0.
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Cassie's Fr



thesecretingredient.com

1/2 cup butter, cubed
6 medium unpeeled red apples, sliced
3/4 cup sugar

Cassie's Fr



PHONE USAGE: IS IT
TIME FOR A CHANGE?

David Hu



Image courtesy of https://www.everydayhealth.com/kids-health/tween-teen-smartphone-
overuse-can-dangerous-symposium-highlights/



A Southern Methodist Gothic
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