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Minimum Credit Requirements 
 
The Lyle School of Engineering requires for the Ph.D. degree a minimum academic credit of 54 term credit hours earned in 
coursework beyond the baccalaureate degree or 24 term credit hours earned in coursework beyond a Master’s degree, in addition 
to 24 term credit hours earned in dissertation work. There must be a minimum of 24 term credit hours of graduate coursework and 
a minimum of 24 term credit hours of dissertation work, none of which have been nor can be applied to any other degree. The 
student’s supervisory committee determines the precise amount of course credit to be required, subject to the approval of the 
department chair and the associate dean. A student who is actively working on his or her dissertation must be enrolled in 
dissertation study each term until completion of all requirements for the Ph.D. degree. 
 
The minimum academic coursework of 54 term credit hours should include a major as well as a minor area of investigation.  
The individual departments identify specific course requirements for these areas. As a general guideline, at least 12 term credit 
hours are required for the minor, which should be in an area providing breadth as well as support to the major field of investigation. 
 
Residence Requirement 
 
The term “residence requirement” refers to the minimum number of required academic credits a student must complete while 
properly enrolled at SMU. The residence requirement is 30 term credit hours of graduate credit, normally the last 30. 
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