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Education 
BS:  Environmental Geography, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI., 1986 
MS:  Physical Geography, Watershed Management, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, TN, 1991. 
 
Career 
Geothermal Laboratory Coordinator and Researcher:  Huffington Department of Earth Sciences, Southern 
Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, 1995-present.   
 
Maria Richards is a researcher and fundraiser for the Geothermal Lab, a self-supporting organization, as both a 
Principal Investigator on grants/contracts and through solicitation of sponsorship from companies.  She works 
directly with faculty and students overseeing related geothermal research from initial application, management of 
budget, to final report with primary funding from companies (e.g., Google.org, Anadarko Petroleum), State 
Agencies (e.g., TXSECO), and Federal Agencies (e.g., Department of Energy; National Laboratories).  She develops 
outreach programs on geothermal energy and the environment, coordinates research software, and facilitates 
learning activities between SMU and community programs.  Projects vary from temperature-depth maps for 
Google.org to on-site geothermal exploration of the volcanic islands in the Northern Mariana Islands.  Current 
concentration is on use of temperature well logs for understanding climate change, the transition of oil fields into 
geothermal production, and low temperature geothermal applications such as district heating for commercial 
buildings. She coordinated seven conferences focused on developing geothermal energy in oil and gas fields 
building a network of individuals, companies, and government agencies from all aspects of project management and 
cross-over between many industries. With colleagues, she coordinated the design, population, and ongoing 
dissemination of data for the SMU Node of the National Geothermal Database System.  Highlights of research with 
David Blackwell include the Geothermal Map of North America, Dixie Valley Synthesis, Eastern Texas Geothermal 
Assessment, and the MIT Report on the Future of Geothermal Energy - resource assessment chapter.   
 
Instructor:  Dallas Community College, Dallas, Texas, 1995-1998; Jackson Community College, Adrian, 
Michigan, 1992-1994. Taught Physical, World, and Cultural Geography courses.  
 
Environmental Health Sanitarian:  Lenawee County Health Dept., Adrian, Michigan, 1992-1994. Responsible for 
the needs of a rapidly growing county including:  soil analysis for septic fields, private and public well placement 
and chemical quality, restaurant inspection, and nuisance complaints.  Wrote reports for State Health Department, 
articles for their yearly newsletter, and produced the first county environmental health newsletter. 
 
Organizations and Leadership Activities  
SMU Award - Volunteer of the Year for Staff and Faculty, 2004. 
SMU Award - Leadership in Sustainability, 2012. 
 
Geothermal Resources Council, Currently President. Elect 2015-16, Board Ed. Com. 2011-12. Member 2006 +. 
Texas Renewable Energy Industries Association, Currently Named Director 2015-16, Board Geothermal Com., 

2005-09, Member 2005+. 
For the Love of the Lake, Non-Profit 501-3 (c) Organization, dedicated to improvement of the City of Dallas’ 

White Rock Lake Park, Volunteer 1995+. A founding community member in 1995.  During term as President 
(2003) the group involved over 15,000 volunteers and raised over $70,000 for park improvements.  

Gulf Coast Green Energy, Member of Board of Directors, 2013+ 
American Association of Petroleum Geologist SMU Student Chapter Staff Liaison, 2000+.  
DutchTreat Wildcatters, Dallas, Texas, Member, 2006+. 
Dallas Geophysical Society, Dallas, Texas, Member, 2010+. 
Lone Star Desk and Derricks, Dallas, Texas, Member, 2014+. 
Women in Geothermal (WING), Member, 2015+. 
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