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NO RESTING PLACE POLAND      

Lauren Embrey is president and 
philanthropic visionary of the Embrey 
Family Foundation, which in 2006  
funded the ground-breaking Embrey 
Human Rights Program at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas.  
//  Passionate about social change, 
activism, education and creative 
expression, the Dallas native has 
produced documentaries on subjects 
ranging from the child sex trade in the  
U.S. to the Apollo Theater—and is 
currently writing her first fiction  
novel.  //  While serving on the boards  
of local, national and international  
human rights, women’s health, 
philanthropic and creative arts groups, 
she and her family foundation have 
received numerous awards for their 
efforts, which recently included the 
“Dallas Faces Race” Initiative.  //  The  
SMU alumna earned a bachelor of  
arts in business administration in  
1990 and master of liberal studies  
(with concentration in humanities  
and fine arts) in 2006.

 

Rick Halperin, co-author of No Resting 
Place: Holocaust Poland, directs the 
Embrey Human Rights Program at  
SMU, where he has taught history since 
1985 and human rights since 1990.    
//  Since 2006 he has overseen the EHRP’s 
innovative mix of curricula, public events, 
community-outreach efforts and domestic 
and international human rights trips 
that began with the “Holocaust Poland” 
pilgrimage, now in its second decade.   
//  The respected human rights educator 
and activist—a leading expert on the 
death penalty, genocide and torture—
serves on the advisory boards of many 
humanitarian organizations and has  
won numerous awards for teaching  
and advocacy.  //  During his 46-year 
affiliation with Amnesty International  
USA, for which he has been board chair 
three times, he has traveled to inspect 
war-torn countries for the United Nations 
and others.  //  With roots in Alabama,  
he holds a B.A. in U.S. history from  
George Washington University (1971); 
M.A. in Southern U.S. History from SMU 
(1974); and Ph.D. in Southern U.S. History 
from Auburn University (1978).

Sherry Aikman, program coordinator 
for the Embrey Human Rights Program, 
served as chief photographer for No 
Resting Place: Holocaust Poland, which 
reflects the work she’s produced during 
her 10 visits to Poland.  //  A professional 
artist with 40-plus years of experience, 
she joined SMU in 1987 and worked  
with the Women’s Center for 17 years.   
//  After pursuing a creative project in 
Fredericksburg, Texas, with her sisters in 
2004, she returned to SMU in 2005 to 
work with the Office of Leadership and 
Community.  //  In 2010 she joined the 
EHRP, and since then has coordinated 
hundreds of its academic programs 
and engaged learning experiences.  //  
Wife of 52 years, mother of three and 
grandmother of three, she has been “den 
mother” to countless SMU students, 
whom she’s accompanied on more than 
two dozen trips.  //  The Victoria, Texas, 
native earned a bachelor of fine arts 
from SMU in 1996.  //  Her love of visual 
and digital arts was recently expressed in 
Kaleidoscapes, a collaboration with her 
computer-savvy husband, David. 

Denise Gee, co-author and project 
coordinator for No Resting Place: 
Holocaust Poland, works with SMU Public 
Affairs/News & Communications.  //  
Since joining the University in 2010, she 
has focused on promoting the Embrey 
Human Rights Program, Dedman School 
of Law, Tower Center for Political Studies 
and inspiring “world changer” students, 
faculty and initiatives.  //  After taking the 
“Holocaust Poland” trip in 2012, she has 
dedicated herself to learning more about 
the Holocaust and other crimes against 
humanity through extensive research, 
which has included trips to France 
and Germany.  //  The Natchez, Miss., 
native, who holds a B.A. in journalism 
from Louisiana State University (1987), 
has worked as a senior editor for such 
magazines as Southern Living and Better 
Homes and Gardens, and as a reporter  
for several major newspapers. 
 //  This is her seventh book. 

CONTRIBUTORS ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED to two human rights champions the world lost in 2016: Elie Wiesel, Auschwitz prisoner A-7713, who survived the Holocaust to  

write 57 books, become a Nobel Laureate, and help establish the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C.; and Philip Bialowitz, who escaped 

from Sobibor and made his way to America—and into our hearts. We also dedicate this to our former SMU colleague Gail Reese Ward, who, within a year of 

traveling to Poland in 2002, lost her hard-fought battle with cancer. Gail modeled how to live each day joyfully, in the full presence of our own mortality.

Lauren and Gayle Embrey and the Embrey Family 
Foundation for their generous support: Your dedication 
to innovative human rights education/activism and creative 
expression is life-changing, enlightening and uplifting.  
Also, the Embrey Human Rights Program staff, who  
are so dedicated and talented: Lydia Dale, Bradley  
Klein, Lisa Walters-Vargas and Roberto Corona.

Co-author Denise Gee, whose extensive research and 
beautiful writing give life to these pages—and whose 
ongoing publicity of our program via her work with SMU 
Public Affairs/News & Communications is invaluable.

Martha Hopkins and Randall Lockridge of Terrace 
Partners, who helped publish this book and design it 
with exceptional style and sensitivity; and photographer 
Robert M. Peacock for digitally finessing the images in  
this book to ready them for their close-ups.

Our tour guides and friends in Poland who share their 
unique insights and kindness with us each December: Kate 
Czaykowky in Gdańsk; Olga Makowsky in Warsaw; and 
Magda Pokrzycka in Lublin.

SMU Professors Vicki Hill and Joci Caldwell-Ryan—
kindred spirits who often travel with us as advisors. Their 
gentleness and compassion encourage pilgrims to share 
their emotions freely, and in caring environments.

SMU’s President R. Gerald Turner, the Board  
of Trustees, and Development & External Affairs  
Vice President Brad Cheves for their ongoing  
enthusiasm for, and commitment to, our program.

At Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences: Dean 
Thomas DiPiero, and his predecessor, William Tsutsui, 
for their leadership; Kim Konkel for her brilliant student 
recruitment; and Mary Lynn Amoyo for her gifted ability 
to connect us with supportive alumni, donors and others.

SMU faculty who help us offer inspiring human rights 
courses. Plus: SMU’s Michele Mrak, Graduate Liberal 
Studies program director; everyone involved with the  
Civil Rights Pilgrimage; all those in the Office of the 
Chaplain and Religious Life; and Deanie Kepler, 
director of Parent-Family Programs.

SMU News’ Cherri Gann and Sarah Hanan for 
overseeing the “Adventures” blog, which gives our 
pilgrims a platform to share their powerful observations; 
and Media Relations Director Kim Cobb, who helped  
with proof-reading (as did SMU human rights/journalism 
major Sara Ellington, along with Dr. Vicki Hill).

The Dallas Holocaust Museum/Center for Education 
and Tolerance for its commitment to remembrance—and 
the dozens of “Holocaust Poland” trip pilgrims and 
Holocaust survivors whose thoughts grace these pages.

WITH GRATITUDE TO: 
Added thanks from Rick Halperin: To my 
mother, Ruth, for instilling in me the values of 
love, compassion and respect for human dignity.   
//  Retired SMU history Professors Jim Hopkins, 
Jim Breeden and the late Glenn Linden for their 
mentoring and humanity.  //  Everyone who’s lost 
their life or family in the struggle for human rights, 
including Frank McFarland, whose execution 
by the State of Texas I witnessed in 1998.  //  
The tireless and meaningful work of Amnesty 
International/Amnesty International USA.  //  
Civil Rights leader Charles Hamilton Houston 
(aka “the Man Who Killed Jim Crow”), who 
showed students the change they’re capable of 
leading.  //  To all my friends, but especially Laura 
Seipp—for sharing her life and love with me.

. . . and from Sherry Aikman: To my husband  
of 52 years, David, who encourages me to follow 
my dreams and document my passions—and the 
lights of our lives: our children Traci, Kimberly 
and Gordon, and grandchildren Aidan, 
Cameron and Zoey.  //  My sisters, Sheila,  
Sandie and Susie, and my friend & fellow artist 
Judith Irwin—all of whom inspire me to stay 
open to every moment.


